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NAMBLA  Says  National  Crackdown  Starting 


By  Mitzel 

In  what  members  believe  is  the 
beginning  of  a  large-scale  attack 
on  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  (NAMBLA), 
federal,  state  and  local  police  in 
New  York  state  have  arrested  four 
men,  two  of  them  members  of  the 
NAMBLA  steering  committee,  on 
charges  involving  minor  males. 

Two  of  the  men,  Martin  Swith- 
inbank  and  Jerry  Fox,  were  ar¬ 
rested  at  10:30  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
July  11,  at  Swithinbank’s  Long 
Island  home.  The  two  men  were 
watching  television  with  two 
teenaged  males  when  30  police 


In  Carl  Hill  Case 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Foreign 
gay  men  and  lesbians  can  still  be 
refused  entry  into  the  United 
States  if  they  make  an  “unsolicit¬ 
ed,  unambiguous  declaration  of 
their  homosexuality,”  according 
to  a  July  9  ruling  by  the  Board  of 
Immigration  Appeals,  the  highest 
appellate  administrative  court 
within  the  Department  of  Justice. 

The  ruling  came  as  a  result  of  a 
suit  brought  by  Gay  Rights  Advo¬ 
cates  (GRA)  on  behalf  of  Carl 
Hill,  a  British  gay  man.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  suit,  according  to  Don 
Knutson  of  GRA,  was  to  chal¬ 
lenge  the  part  of  the  present  fed¬ 
eral  regulations  that  stipulate  ‘  ‘they 
could  throw  out  people  who  came 
in  and  said,  ‘I  am  a  dyke’  or  ‘I  am 
a  faggot’.” 

The  present  regulations,  which 
resulted  from  an  earlier  case 
brought  by  Hill,  state  that  non¬ 
citizens  attempting  to  enter  the 
country  are  not  to  be  asked  about 
their  sexual  orientation  but  that 
anyone  making  an  “unsolicited, 
unambiguous  declaration  of  their 
homosexuality”  can  be  subject  to 
an  exclusionary  hearing. 

“As  a  practical  matter,”  Knut¬ 
son  told  GCN,  “the  present  regs 
on  the  books  would  allow  anyone 
to  come  into  the  country  who 
chose  to,  as  long  as  they  didn’t  say 
or  write  that  they  were  a  homo¬ 
sexual  or  lesbian.  It  was  a  matter 
of  principle  to  us  to  bring  this  suit 
to  challenge  the  restrictions  that 
still  exist  in  the  regs.” 

Knutson  explained  that  the 
regulations  as  they  stand  would 
not  prohibit  someone  from  com¬ 
ing  into  the  country  wearing  a  gay 


with  drawn  guns  raided  the  house. 
The  two  teenaged  males  were  tak¬ 
en  into  custody  and  questioned  by 
police  for  six  hours. 

At  the  same  time,  in  other  parts 
of  New  York  state,  Karl  Ahlers 
and  Hugh  Hammill  were  arrested 
and  charged  with  possession  of 
stolen  property,  endangering  the 
welfare  of  a  minor  and  possession 
of  marijuana. 

Nassau  County  District  Attor¬ 
ney  Dennis  Dillon  charged  Swith- 
inbank  with  one  count  of  second- 
degree  sodomy,  a  class  D  felony, 
and  Fox  with  one  count  of  second- 
degree  sexual  abuse,  a  mis- 


rights  button,  wearing  drag  or 
even  kissing  a  person  of  the  same 
sex.  According  to  Knutson,  “The 
regs  specifically  state  that  buttons 
are  not  what  they  are  talking 
about.” 

British  gay  rock  singer  Tom 
Robinson  recently  entered  the 
United  States  wearing  a  T-shirt 
which  read  “Let  Gays  In”  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  49).  “They 
were  following  the  regs  when  they 
let  Tom  in,  since  he  didn’t  make 
an  oral  or  written  declaration  or 
admission  of  his  homosexuality,” 
Knutson  said. 

The  July  9  ruling  overturns  the 
decision  of  Immigration  Judge 
Bernard  J.  Hornbach  who  had 
ruled  that  Hill  should  not  be  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  country.  Hill  had 
come  to  San  Francisco  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1980  in  a  conscious  effort  to 
challenge  the  restrictive  part  of  the 
federal  regulations.  Having 
exhausted  all  legal  channels  within 
the  Justice  Department,  GRA  will 
now  take  their  case  to  federal 
court.  Knutson  said,  “I  am 
confident  we  will  prevail  in  court, 
but  in  the  end  it  is  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  or  Congress  that  has 
to  make  the  decision.” 

The  federal  statute  in  question 
stems  from  a  1952  law  which  ex¬ 
cludes  “persons  with  a  psycho¬ 
pathic  personality”  from  entering 
the  country.  The  law  came  under 
attack  in  June,  1979  when  Hill 
challenged  the  right  of  the  Immi¬ 
gration  and  Naturalization  Service 
(INS)  to  subject  him  to  a  psychi¬ 
atric  examination  to  be  conducted 
by  the  Public  Health  Service 
(PHS)  and  to  exclude  him  from 
the  country  (see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No. 


demeanor. 

Bail  for  Swithinbank,  who  was 
still  in  custody  as  of  GCN  press 
time,  was  set  at  $100,000  and  Fox 
was  released  after  24  hours  after 
$5000  cash  bail  was  paid.  Swithin¬ 
bank  has  been  moved  several  times 
to  various  jails  in  Nassau  County 
and  has  reportedly  been  harassed 
by  jail  guards. 

On  Monday,  July  20,  two 
NAMBLA  members  went  to 
Swithinbank’s  house  to  pick  up  his 
mail  and  to  make  sure  the  house 
was  secured.  The  house  had  been 
ransacked  by  neighbors  and  Swith¬ 
inbank’s  boat  had  been  stolen. 
Neighbors  threw  stones  and  other 
objects  at  the  two  NAMBLA 
members. 

The  NAMBLA  members  called 
police  to  inquire  why  the  house 
had  not  been  secured  and  police 
took  them  into  custody  and  ran 
checks  on  them  through  the  Na¬ 
tional  Crime  Information  com¬ 
puter. 

During  the  raid,  police  did  con¬ 
siderable  damage  to  Swithin¬ 
bank’s  house  and  seized  all  his 
possessions,  including  350  video¬ 
tapes  and  several  eight-millimeter 
films.  Dillon  told  reporters  from 
New  York  City  papers  that  all  the 
videotapes  depicted  hard-core  sex 
involving  minor  males.  New  York 
papers  headlined  their  stories  on 
the  arrests  with  phrases  such  as 
“Man-Boy  Sex  Ring  Smashed” 
and  “Child  Porno  Ring 
Cracked.” 

No  pornography  or  prostitution 
charges  have  been  filed  against  any 
of  the  men. 

On  Tuesday,  July  21 ,  the  district 
attorney’s  public  information  of- 


Rules 

48  and  Vol.  7,  Nos.  5  and  6).  As  a 
result  of  the  litigation,  the  Sur¬ 
geon  General ,  who  heads  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Health  Service,  issued  a  di¬ 
rective  that  the  PHS  would  no 
longer  participate  in  exclusion 
proceedings,  based  on  the  fact 
that  homosexuality  was  no  longer 
considered  a  mental  disorder. 

In  addition,  GRA  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force  spent 
almost  a  year  negotiating  immi¬ 
gration  issues  with  the  Justice  De¬ 
partment  under  the  Carter  ad¬ 
ministration.  The  results  of  the 
negotiations  were  the  regulations 
which  allowed  the  INS  to  exclude 
only  arriving  aliens  who  made 
“unsolicited,  unambiguous  decla¬ 
rations  of  their  homosexuality.” 

It  is  these  restrictions  which  the 
present  law  suit  is  attempting  to 
overturn. 

Continued  on  page  6  - 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Police  have  arrest¬ 
ed  two  suspects  and  have  issued  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  a  third 
man  implicated  in  the  July  15 
assault  of  Boston  resident  James 
Sullivan. 

Richard  Seastrom  and  Stephan 
McCarthy,  both  19  and  both  of 
Dorchester,  face  charges  of  as¬ 
sault  and  battery  with  a  dangerous 
weapon.  Seastrom  was  later  re¬ 
leased  on  his  own  recognizance, 
but  McCarthy  was  held  in  lieu  of 
$500  bail.  A  trial  has  been  set  for 
August  17. 

Sullivan  and  an  unidentified 


ficer,  a  Mr.  Grilley,  told  GCN  that 
none  of  the  videotapes  contained 
any  pornography.  Grilley  said  the 
tapes  were  copies  of  old  television 
shows  and  movies,  including  “1 
Love  Lucy”  and  “Bambi.”  Swith¬ 
inbank  was  reportedly  writing  a 
book  about  videotape  technology. 
On  Monday,  July  20,  however, 
Dillon  and  Detective  Frank  Dod- 
dato  appeared  on  ABC’s  “Eyewit¬ 
ness  News”  in  New  York  City  and 
said  they  had  uncovered  massive 
amounts  of  child  pornography. 

Involved  in  the  four-month  in¬ 
vestigation  of  Swithinbank  and  the 
others  were  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation,  the  Postal  Service, 
the  New  York  City  Morals  Squad, 
the  Pennsylvania  Crime  Commis¬ 
sion  and  the  police  of  New  York 
state  and  Nassau  County.  For 
three  months  prior  to  the  arrests, 
police  had  rented  the  house  next  to 
Swithinbank’s  and  had  pho¬ 
tographed  every  visitor  as  well  as 
many  activities  at  the  house. 

Police  dubbed  the  surveillance 
“Operation  Hawk.”  As  part  of 
their  investigation,  police  also 
questioned  members  of  a  gay 
youth  group  in  New  York  City. 

Police  allege  that  during  the 
time  of  the  investigation,  as  many 
as  a  dozen  minor  males,  mostly 
from  New  Jersey,  visited  Swithin¬ 
bank’s  home.  Police  also  photo¬ 
graphed  adult  men  entering  and 
leaving  the  house.  According  to 
police,  the  arrests  occurred  after 
they  had  taken  boys  off  busses  on 
their  way  home  and  had  interro¬ 
gated  them. 

Asked  why  the  FBI  was  involv¬ 
ed  in  what  would  ordinarily  be  a 
local  police  matter,  Grilley  said 
the  FBI  was  investigating  the  pos¬ 
sibility  that  the  minor  males  had 
crossed  state  lines  in  order  to  have 
sex. 

When  asked  if  they  thought 
such  a  massive  police  investigation 
could  be  justified  for  the  sake  of 
one  arrest  for  a  statutory  sex  of¬ 
fense,  the  Nassau  County  district 
attorney’s  press  office  said,  “The 
laws  are  on  the  books.  If  people 
want  to  change  them,  they  can  go 
to  Albany  and  lobby.” 

As  to  Swithinbank’s  $100,000 
cash  bail,  which  had  not  been  paid 
at  GCN  press  time,  Grilley 
characterized  it  as  “unusually 
large”  but  said  that  bail  is  set  at 
the  discretion  of  a  judge. 

In  calls  from  jail  to  a  NAMBLA 
member,  Swithinbank  said  that  he 
had  been  repeatedly  interrogated 
by  police.  He  said  he  and  Fox 
were  questioned  separately  by 
teams  of  two  police  for  periods  of 
ten  hours  after  their  arrests  before 
being  allowed  calls  to  attorneys. 
Swithinbank  said  police  showed 
him  a  list  of  23  names  of  men  they 
said  were  NAMBLA  members. 
All  23,  police  said,  were  targetted 
for  arrest. 


friend  were  attacked  by  five  men 
in  a  van  as  they  walked  home 
along  Providence  Street  at  4  a.m. 

According  to  Suffolk  County 
Assistant  District  Attorney  Mich¬ 
ael  Joyce,  the  men  in  the  van  be¬ 
gan  by  firing  slingshots  at  Sulli¬ 
van,  who  was  in  drag,  and  at  his 
friend.  When  the  two  retaliated  by 
throwing  objects  at  the  van,  their 
attackers  jumped  out  and  pursued 
them,  brandishing  a  baseball  bat. 
Sullivan  was  beaten  severely,  and 
is  currently  listed  in  fair  condition 
with  a  fractured  skull  in  the  inten¬ 
sive  care  unit  of  New  England 
Medical  Center.  His  friend  es- 


■ 

NAMBLA  member  Tom 
Reeves  of  Boston  reports  that 
four  members  of  NAMBLA 
were  taken  into  custody  on 
Wednesday,  July  22  when  they 
went  to  Swithinbank’s  house 
to  pick  up  mail  and  to  take 
photographs  for  the  accom¬ 
panying  GCN  article.  Police 
reportedly  questioned  the  four 
and  performed  a  National 
Crime  Infromation  computer 
check  on  them. 

Reeves  said  the  four  were 
given  subpoenas  to  appear 
before  a  grand  jury  on  July  31. 

Police  told  the  fo  it  men  that 
if  they  went  back  to  Swithin¬ 
bank’s  house  without  police 
protection  the  neighbors  would 
probably  kill  them.  According 
to  Reeves,  the  police  then 
accompanied  the  four  men  to 
the  house  and  took  Jerry  Fox, 
who  has  a  power  of  attorney 
from  Swithinbank,  inside  the 
house.  In  the  meantime,  other 
police  officers  asked  neighbors 
to  step  outside,  allegedly  to 
identify  the  four  NAMBLA 
members  as  associates  of 
Swithinbank.  The  police  then 
left,  according  to  Reeves. 

The  crowd  of  neighbors 
soon  became  an  angry  mob, 
Reeves  says,  and  threatened  to 
kill  the  NAMBLA  members. 
The  mob  claimed  to  have  a 
gun.  The  four  men  fled  the 
scene  unharmed. 

In  the  meantime,  Reeves 
reports  that  since  the  arrest  of 
Swithinbank  NAMBLA  mem¬ 
bers  in  California,  Michigan 
and  New  Hampshire  have  been 
taken  into  custody  by  local 
police  and  questioned  about 
the  organization.  A  NAMBLA 
member  in  a  different  New 
Hampshire  city  has  been 
arrested  on  charges  related  to 
sex  with  a  minor. 


NAMBLA  was  founded  in  Bos¬ 
ton  in  1978  following  an  anti-gay 
and  anti-pedophile  witchhunt. 
NAMBLA  publicly  advocates  the 
abolition  of  all  age-of-consent 
laws  as  well  as  the  immediate 
release  of  all  men  from  treatment 
centers  and  prisons  who  are  in¬ 
carcerated  for  consensual  sex  with 
minor  males.  There  are  over  125 
such  men  in  Massachusetts  and 
NAMBLA  estimates  there  are  at 
least  5,000  in  the  nation. 

Dillon  has  repeatedly  described 
NAMBLA  as  a  recruitment  ring 
and  kid-porn  ring  and  has  claimed 
the  group  engages  in  the  trans¬ 
porting  of  young  men  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  sex.  Dillon’s  press  aide 
said  he  did  not  think  NAMBLA 
had  been  targetted  for  any  special 
harassment.  Despite  the  claim, 
Continued  on  page  3 


caped  unhurt. 

The  assailants  fled  the  scene, 
but  Seastrom  was  traced  through 
the  license  number  of  his  van,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Leo  Ducey,  spokesper¬ 
son  for  the  Boston  Police  Depart¬ 
ment.  McCarthy  was  apprehended 
the  next  day.  Police  later  issued  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  a  third 
man,  whom  Ducey  declined  to 
identify  until  the  arrest  is  made. 

McCarthy  faces  an  additional 
charge  of  robbery  with  a  danger¬ 
ous  weapon  for  the  theft  of  Sulli¬ 
van’s  burgundy  clutch  bag  and 
personal  papers  valued  at  $25. 


Judge  Upholds  INS 


Two  Arrested  for  Assault 


News  Notes 


Page  2  •  Gay  Community  News,  'ugust  1,  1981 


quote  of  the  week 

“My  dislike  of  the  Pharisaic  mob  that  constitutes 
your  group  [the  Moral  Majority]  stems  from  my  belief 
that  you  prey  upon  the  weak  and  the  gullible  so  that 
hypocrites  like  Mr.  Jerry  Falwell  can  get  rich  at  the 
expense  of  others.  I  would  be  sincerely  alarmed  by  the 
statements  made  by  members  of  your  group  if  I  was 
not  convinced  that  eventually,  as  you  climb  over  one 
another  in  your  feverish  attempts  to  grasp  a  share  of 
the  limelight,  you  will  disintegrate  and  lapse  back  into 
the  nothingness  from  which  you  came." 

—Thomas  P.  Donohue  of  Warren,  Michigan,  In  a 
letter  to  the  editor  of  The  Moral  Majority  Report, 
published  in  the  June  22,  1981  issue. 


dangerously  unprincipled 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Human  Life  Bill  now 
pending  in  Congress,  which  would  define  life  as  be¬ 
ginning  at  conception  and  would  outlaw  abortion  and 
many  forms  of  birth  control,  has  received  the  backing 
of  the  White  House  but  has  been  criticized  by  consti¬ 
tutional  scholars. 

Knight-Ridder  News  Service  reports  that  White 
House  chief  of  staff  James  A.  Baker  3d  told  prominent 
rightists  at  a  July  21  meeting  that  the  administration 
would  work  for  passage  of  anti-abortion  legislation 
and  promised  to  consider  an  administration  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Human  Life  Bill. 

The  meeting  was  called  by  the  White  House  in  an 
apparent  effort  to  mollify  opposition  to  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  Sandra  Day  O’Connor  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
Conservatives  claim  that  O’Connor’s  record  as  an  Ari¬ 
zona  legislator  proves  that  she  is  pro-abortion. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Associated  Press  reports 
that  Archibald  Cox,  special  prosecutor  during  the 
Watergate  investigations  and  now  a  professor  at  Har¬ 
vard  Law  School,  and  Robert  Bork,  former  solicitor 
general  and  currently  a  law  professor  at  Yale,  have 
testified  that  the  Human  Life  Bill  is  unconstitutional. 

Cox  said  that  "both  sections  [of  the  bill]  should 
be  rejected  as  radical  and  dangerously  unprincipled 
attacks  upon  the  foundations  of  our  constitutional¬ 
ism.” 


fire  relief 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Relief  efforts  are  continu- 
'  ing  for  the  100  men,  women  and  children  who  lost 
their  homes  in  a  fire  in  this  city  on  July  10.  The  fire  de¬ 
stroyed  two  blocks  of  a  low-income  neighborhood, 
South  of  Market,  home  to  many  gay  men,  Filipinos 
and  elderly  people  (see  GCA/,  Vol.  9,  No.  2). 

Most  of  the  local  press  coverage  of  the  fire  has 
been  sensationalistic,  raising  the  specter  of  gay  men 
into  s/m  dying  in  the  fire  while  chained.  So  far  no 
deaths  have  been  reported.  The  coverage  is  apparent¬ 
ly  being  used  to  stir  up  anti-s/m  sentiment.  According 
to  Gayle  Rubin  of  San  Francisco,  “Almost  none  of  the 
coverage  [in  the  straight  press]  has  concentrated  on 
the  human  tragedy.  There  are  lots  of  people  that  have 
simply  lost  everything,  that  have  been  completely 
burned  out.” 

Victims  of  the  fire  are  most  in  need  of  household 
goods,  including  furniture,  kitchen  articles,  linens 
and  canned  foods.  Clothing  is  not  needed  at  this  time. 
Items  can  be  dropped  off  at  the  Relief  Center,  set  up 
by  the  Folsom  Street  Fire  Relief  Fund  at  the  7th  Street 
Firehouse,  356  7th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103, 
from  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  or  at  any  South  of  Market  bar  af¬ 
ter  8  p.m.  All  donations  are  tax  deductible.  Those 
wishing  to  contribute  money  are  asked  to  make  their 
checks  payable  to  the  Folsom  Street  Fire  Relief  Fund 
and  to  mail  them  to  Fire  Relief  Fund,  281  Turk  Street, 
P.O.  Box  2000,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103.  Volunteers 
are  needed  to  work  at  the  relief  center  and  trucks  are 
needed  to  pick  up  items  that  have  been  donated.  The 
telephone  nunber  at  the  relief  center  is  (415)  864-6446. 


global  lesbianism 

OAKLAND,  CA  —  The  publishers  of  Connexions, 
an  international  women’s  quarterly,  need  help  in  as¬ 
sembling  a  special  issue  devoted  to  lesbians  outside 
the  United  States. 

People’s  Translation  Service  is  looking  for  con¬ 
tacts  and  articles  to  translate  into  English  for  the  third 
issue  of  Connexions,  which  will  deal  with  the  lives, 
loves  and  politics  of  lesbians  in  other  countries.  They 
are  especially  interested  in  material  from  Africa,  Asia 
and  Latin  America. 

Names  and  addresses  of  contacts  or  copies  of  ar¬ 
ticles  should  be  sent  by  October  1  to  Connexions, 
4228  Telegraph  Avenue,  Oakland,  CA  94609.  For  more 
information,  call  (415)  654-6725. 


students  for  sex 

GAINESVILLE,  FL  —  The  student  senate  at  the 
University  of  Florida  at  Gainesville  has  challenged  re¬ 
cently  passed  legislation  by  declaring  itself  in  favor  of 
pre-marital  sex. 

This  Week’s  News  (TWN)  of  Miami  says  the  stu¬ 
dents’  resolution  is  a  response  to  the  Trask-Bush 
amendment  to  the  state  appropriations  bill,  which 
withholds  state  funds  from  universities  that  grant  of¬ 
ficial  recognition  to  groups  advocating  sex  outside  of 
marriage  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  2).  The  amendment  is 
directed  specifically  against  lesbian  and  gay  organi¬ 
zations  but  applies  to  heterosexuals  as  well. 

In  its  resolution  the  student  senate  “recognizes, 
respects  and  advocates  the  right  of  students,  faculty, 
staff  and  all  citizens  of  Florida  to  freely  use  their  right 
to  privacy  ...  by  choosing  to  engage  in  pre-marital 
sexual  relations.” 

According  to  TWN,  the  resolution  could  force  un¬ 
iversity  officials  to  cancel  the  student  senate  charter, 
which  has  been  in  effect  since  the  Gainesville  cam¬ 
pus  was  opened  in  1906. 

Two  lawsuits  have  been  filed  to  challenge  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Trask-Bush  amendment,  one 
by  the  Florida  Task  Force  and  another  by  the  state 
commissioner  of  education. 


guilty  marines 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Two  U.S.  marines  arrested 
for  tossing  tear-gas  and  smoke  grenades  into  a  crowd¬ 
ed  local  gay  bar  on  June  13  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  49) 
have  pleaded  guilty  to  a  misdemeanor  charge  of  de¬ 
struction  of  property. 

The  Washington  Post  reports  that  Pfc.  David 
Jenkins,  18,  and  Pfc.  William  Davidson,  23,  could  be 
sentenced  to  a  year  in  jail  and  a  $1,000  fine  each.  The 
U.S.  Attorney’s  office  has  asked  for  the  maximum  sen¬ 
tence. 

The  two  marines  will  be  sentenced  on  Sept.  14. 

Had  they  not  pleaded  guilty,  the  two  men  could 
reportedly  have  been  tried  on  felony  charges  carrying 
penalties  of  several  years  in  prison. 

The  Post  quotes  prosecutors  as  saying  the  case 
“is  the  court’s  opportunity  to  communicate  to  both 
marines  and  gays  that  individuals  will  be  held  ac¬ 
countable  for  any  crime  committed.” 

The  June  13  attack  on  the  Equus  forced  patrons 
to  evacuate  and  caused  more  than  $5,000  in  damages. 
Several  patrons  became  nauseated  by  the  gas  and 
one  man  with  only  one  lung  was  hospitalized. 


resisting  reagan 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  group  responsible  for 
organizing  the  May  3  march  on  Washington  which 
drew  over  100,000  participants,  including  many  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  42),  is  plan¬ 
ning  more  events  for  this  fall. 

The  People’s  Anti-War  Mobilization  (PAM)  has 
scheduled  an  All  People’s  Congress  for  October  16 
through  18,  to  be  held  in  Detroit.  Among  topics  to  be 
discussed  is  a  National  Day  of  Resistance  in  the  late 
fall.  The  date  and  details  of  the  Day  of  Resistance  will 
be  determined  by  participants  in  the  October  con¬ 
gress. 

The  Day  of  Resistance,  according  to  PAM  litera¬ 
ture,  “will  be  a  vehicle  whereby,  along  with  fighting 
back  against  the  cutbacks  and  all  of  the  repressive 
aspects  of  Reaganism,  lesbians  and  gay  people  will 
be  able  to  work  on  and  bring  to  the  Congress  those 
issues  which  affect  us  specifically.” 

One  major  concern  of  the  congress  will  be  the 
Family  Protection  Act. 

The  May  3  march  was  held  to  demand  an  end  to 
U.S.  involvement  in  El  Salvador,  to  protest  the  Reagan 
administration’s  funding  of  the  military  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  social  programs  and  to  call  for  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  racism,  sexism,  and  lesbian  and  gay  oppres¬ 
sion.  A  sizeable  number  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  march  itself  and  in  the  organization  of 
it. 

For  more  information,  write  the  Boston  PAM  of- 
five  at  355  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116  or  call 
them  at  (617)  424-1176.  The  national  PAM  office  is  in 
the  Wilson  Center  at  1470  Irving  Street  N.W.,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC  20010.  Their  telephone  number  is  (202) 
462-1488. 


additional  charges 

DENVER,  CO  —  Two  additional  charges  have 
been  brought  against  Carol  Lease,  executive  director 
of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center  of  Colora¬ 
do,  who  was  arrested  on  April  5  when  she  attempted 
to  question  police  officers  about  their  alleged  harass¬ 
ment  of  two  gay  men  at  a  social  event. 

The  Denver  city  attorney’s  office  on  June  11  ad¬ 
ded  charges  of  resisting  arrest  and  interfering  with  a 
police  officer  to  the  original  charge  of  disturbing  the 
peace,  according  to  Double  Standard. 

The  additional  charges  were  filed  on  the  same 
day  that  Lease’s  lawyer  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  the 
original  charge  and  that  Lease  filed  a  complaint 
against  her  arresting  officer  over  her  treatment  while 
in  custody. 

Each  of  the  three  charges  is  a  misdemeanor  car¬ 
rying  a  penalty  of  up  to  90  days  in  jail  and  a  $300  fine. 

Lease  is  scheduled  to  stand  trial  on  August  5. 


klan  ban? 

MERIDEN,  CT  —  After  two  violent  confrontations 
between  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  counter¬ 
demonstrators,  Meriden  City  Manager  Dana  Miller  has 
sought  to  ban  KKK  activity  in  this  city. 

The  effort  to  outlaw  the  arch-racist  and  homo- 
phobic  group  follows  a  march  by  17  klansmen  on  July 
11  which  was  met  by  50  protesters  who  threw  rocks 
and  bottles  until  the  klansmen  retreated.  A  similar 
incident  occurred  here  last  March. 

The  Guardian  quotes  Leroy  Watkins,  president  of 
the  local  NAACP  chapter,  as  saying,  “The  Klan  has  al¬ 
ways  been  here,  but  the  community  as  a  whole  has  be¬ 
gun  to  react  and  be  represented.”  Watkins  told  the 
Guardian  that  the  Meriden  NAACP  is  working  with 
anti-Klan  organizations  to  “get  Meriden  to  say:  ‘Hey, 
we  are  a  racist  community.  Now  what  can  we  do?’  The 
community  has  begun  to  address  that.” 

According  to  the  Boston  Herald- American,  the 
Connecticut  Civil  Liberties  Union  has  doubts  about 
the  constitutionality  of  banning  KKK  activity  in  Meri¬ 
den.  Civil  Liberties  Union  Director  William  Olds  said 
he  sympathizes  with  the  city  but  “government  cannot 
selectively  decide  which  is  good  speech  and  which  is 
bad  speech.  They  have  to  allow  all  speeches.” 


living  without  ceta 

SALEM,  M  A  —  A  local  center  for  battered  women 
and  children  is  seeking  volunteers  to  replace  the 
CETA  workers  it  will  lose  as  a  result  of  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration’s  budget  cuts. 

Help  for  Abused  Women  and  their  Children 
(HAWC)  needs  people  to  staff  its  24-hour  hotline,  to 
work  with  women  coming  to  the  shelter  and  to  care  for 
children.  Also  needed  are  advocates  for  the  courts 
and  welfare  system,  volunteers  to  do  education  and 
community  outreach  and  office  workers. 

HAWC  will  provide  training  for  new  volunteers. 

For  more  information  or  to  volunteer,  call  (617) 
744-8552. 


conferences 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Universal 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community  Churches  will 
hold  its  tenth  meeting  in  Houston  from  August  3 
through  August  9.  The  meeting  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  For  information  or  to  register,  write  UFMCC, 
5300  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  Suite  304,  Los  Angeles,  CA 

90029.  Their  telephone  number  is  (213)  464-5100 - A 

Disabled  Lesbian  Conference  will  be  held  August  17, 
18  and  19  immediately  following  the  Michigan  Worn- 
yn’s  Music  Festival.  The  conference  will  be  at  the  fes¬ 
tival  site  in  Hesperia,  Michigan.  It  is  free  of  charge. 
For  information  call  Connie  Panzarino,  (914)  794-6121 
or  write  her  at  R.D.  1,  Box  98,  Monticello,  NY  12701 - 

The  Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  Integrity/In¬ 
ternational  will  be  held  in  Santa  Monica,  California 
from  August  19  to  23.  The  registration  fee  is  $85  for 
members  and  $95  for  non-members.  For  information 
or  to  register,  write  W.R.  King,  339  S.  Catalina,  #118, 

Pasadena,  CA  91 106 _ This  year’s  Midwest  Lesbian- 

Feminist  Conference  will  be  held  at  Camp  Brewster, 
near  Omaha,  Nebraska,  on  Labor  Day  weekend,  Sep¬ 
tember  4  through  6.  For  information  and  a  pre-registra¬ 
tion  form,  write  L.L.L.,  P.O.  Box  30137,  Lincoln,  NE 
68503. 
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Boston  Women’s  Bar  Fights  License  Change 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Prelude, 
“Boston’s  only  women’s  club 
lounge  where  everyone  is  wel¬ 
come,”  filed  suit  July  2  to  seek 
reinstatement  of  its  entertainment 
license,  portions  of  which  were 
revoked  by  the  city  on  June  26 
after  a  series  of  licensing  board 
hearings. 

Prelude’s  complaint,  filed  in 
Suffolk  County  Superior  Court, 
charges  that  the  board’s  decision 
is  “slanted,  biased,  and  not  in 
accordance  with  the  evidence.” 

At  hearings  of  the  licensing 
board  held  on  June  9,  16,  and  25 
of  this  year,  residents  living  in  the 
apartment  complex  above  the  club 


complained  of  late  night  and  early 
morning  noise  and  disruption. 
According  to  several  of  the 
residents,  calls  to  the  club  were 
met  with  indifference  or  hostility. 

Joy  Schlassberg,  who  lives  in  an 
apartment  above  the  club,  told 
GCN,  “It  was  always  bad  —  I 
knew  it  when  I  moved  in  —  but 
it’s  just  been  in  the  last. .  .six  to 
nine  months  that  it’s  been  unbear¬ 
able  . . .  Maybe  it’s  attracting  a  dif¬ 
ferent  crowd.  There  was  never 
that  much  noise  in  the  alley  or 
people  hanging  around  outside, 
and  I’ve  been  here  for  a  couple  of 
years.” 

Many  of  the  residents’  com¬ 
plaints  cite  not  only  noise  caused 


Did  You  See? 


The  following  "Viewpoint”  col¬ 
umn  by  Village  Voice  writer  Alex¬ 
ander  Cockburn,  entitled  " The 
Last  Socially  Acceptable  Form  of 
Bigotry,"  appeared  in  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  for  July  2,  1981: 

Gore  Vidal  once  remarked  on  a 
talk  show  that  “fag-baiting  is  the 
last  socially  acceptable  form  of 
bigotry.”  If  we  accept  his  possibly 
optimistic  assessment,  bigotry  is 
on  the  rise  in  the  Reagan  era.  The 
rise  can  be  seen  in  legislation,  in 
court  decisions  and  in  violent 
eruptions  of  social  pathology.  Gay 
groups,  to  take  the  last  point, 
report  an  increase  in  assaults  and 
few  indeed  are  such  groups  which 
do  not  include  the  arts  of  self- 
defense  on  their  agenda. 

In  a  period  of  reaction,  some¬ 
times  politely  called  a  reassertion 
of  ancient  and  fundamental  val¬ 
ues,  gays  —  least  welcome  under 
the  liberal  umbrella  of  supportive 
outrage  —  are  often  the  first  to 
bear  the  brunt,  the  first  to  feel  a 
change  in  the  political  winds. 

On  June  18,  by  a  substantial  ma¬ 
jority  in  a  roll  call  vote,  the  House 
approved  a  rider  attached  to  the 
Legal  Service  Corp.  authorizing 
bill,  stating  that  the  LSC  could  not 
implement  a  non-discrimination 
policy  against  gays,  in  hiring  and 
services. 

In  blunt  terms,  this  vote  man¬ 
dated  discrimination  in  Legal 
Services  cases.  Assuming  that  the 
Senate,  as  appears  likely,  agrees 
with  the  House,  it  will  be  illegal  for 
a  Legal  Services  lawyer  to  defend  a 
tenant  whose  landlord  claims  he 
evicted  him  because  he  was  a 
homosexual,  or  an  employe  whose 
boss  says  he  fired  him  for  the  same 
reason.  The  allegations  could  be 
bogus,  but  any  impoverished  vic¬ 
tim  cannot  be  represented  by  a 
Legal  Services  lawyer.  If  a  hus¬ 
band  denies  child  custody  to  his 
wife,  claiming  that  she  is  a  lesbian, 
a  Legal  Services  lawyer  cannot 
handle  the  case. 

Thus  did  the  House,  which  had 
defeated  the  rider  in  a  voice  vote, 
cravenly  attenuate  legal  recourse 
for  the  poor  when  the  matter  came 
to  the  public  embarrassment  of  a 
rollcall,  with  names  recorded. 

In  committee  in  Congress  is  Sen¬ 
ator  Paul  Laxalt’s  incubus,  the 
proposed  Family  Protection  Act. 
Among  its  provisions  is  the  denial 
of  federal  funds  to  any  group, 
organization,  corporation,  asso¬ 
ciation  or  individual  which  sug¬ 
gests  or  promulgates  the  notion 
that  homosexuality  is  an  accept¬ 
able  alternative  life  style. 

To  get  an  idea  of  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  this,  we  may  note  that  the 
Congressional  Research  Service 
has  said  that  such  a  provision  is 
open  to  court  interpretation  that 
spokesmen  for  gay  rights  be  de¬ 
nied  their  Social  Security  pensions. 
The  provision  would  certainly 
deny  federal  funds  for  any  re¬ 
search  which  did  not  presume  that 
homosexuality  is  an  illness,  or  a 
condition  which,  in  any  counsel¬ 
ing,  should  be  changed  rather  than 
come  to  terms  with.  Under  the 
provision,  indeed,  the  Democratic 
Party  —  which  has  a  gay  rights 


plank  —  could  be  denied  federal 
campaign  funds. 

Thus  far  the  White  House  has 
not  given  an  opinion  on  the  family 
protection  bill.  Such  an  opinion 
would  establish  fairly  clearly 
where  the  administration  stands 
on  gay  rights. 

One  way  of  deflecting  the  up¬ 
holders  of  traditional  morality 
might  be  to  point  out  that  their 
zeal  is  imperiling  urban  renewal 
and  national  security  to  boot. 

Last  week  in  New  York  City  a 
tenant  court  ruled  that  a  landlord 
has  the  right  to  evict  cohabiting 
tenants  unrelated  by  blood  or  mar¬ 
riage.  Gay  couples,  and  indeed 
straight  unmarried  ones,  can  be 
booted  into  the  street.  Now  every¬ 
one  knows  that  in  this  day  and  age 
only  the  very  rich,  the  very  poor, 
or  the  dual  income  childless  can 
really  afford  to  live  in  the  inner 
city  (or,  in  the  case  of  the  poor,  are 
compelled  to  in  their  slums).  Sen. 
Laxalt’s  Christian  breeding  units 
head  for  the  suburbs.  Gentrifica- 
tion  of  the  city  depends  on  the  se¬ 
curity  those  childless,  unmarried, 
gay  or  not-gay  couples  sprucing  up 
the  neighborhood  with  their  joint 
disposable  cash.  There  goes  the 
neighborhood,  as  they  say,  if  New 
York’s  landlords  get  their  way. 

So  far  as  national  security  is 
concerned,  everyone  knows  that 
agents  of  the  KGB  and  kindred 
outfits  seek  out  homosexuals  in 
the  intelligence  services  who  might 
be  blackmailed  into  treachery. 
Last  year  the  National  Security 
Agency,  discovering  one  of  its  em¬ 
ployees  to  be  gay,  requested  his 
resignation.  The  gay  person  and 
his  adviser  stood  firm  and  indicat¬ 
ed  that  they  intended  to  make  a 
full,  public  test  case  of  the  issue. 

By  October,  probably  helped  by 
the  enlightened  interest  of  the 
NSA’s  then  director,  Admiral 
Bobby  Inman,  agreement  had 
been  reached.  The  gay  person  was 
given  69  days  to  inform  his  family 
of  his  preference.  With  such  dis¬ 
closure  the  possibility  of  blackmail 
would  be  eradicated.  Hence  he 
would  not  be  a  security  risk  and 
thus  there  would  be  no  “rational 
nexus,”  as  the  phrase  goes,  be¬ 
tween  his  homosexuality  and  his 
suitability  for  employment.  He  re¬ 
tained  his  job. 

There  was  presumably  deep 
gloom  in  the  KGB  at  this  develop¬ 
ment.  And  today,  since  the  NSA  is 
naturally  insisting  the  case  was  not 
a  precedent,  there  is  presumably 
optimism  in  the  KGB  that  in  the 
current  intolerant  atmosphere  the 
spirit  of  enlightenment  will  be 
shutting  up  shop  and  heading  for 
the  hills.  In  this  instance  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  Congressman  Larry  Mc¬ 
Donald,  hammer  of  the  gays,  and 
the  KGB  are  identical. 

But  I’m  afraid  that  the  urban  re¬ 
newal/national  security  arguments 
will  not  prosper.  The  signs  at  pres¬ 
ent  given  off  by  Congress  and  the 
administration  are  to  the  effect 
that  it  is  not  meet  for  gays  to  be  a 
visible  part  of  this  country’s  cul¬ 
ture.  Such  signs  are  quickly  picked 
up  across  the  country  as  the  fag- 
bashers  polish  their  knuckles. 


by  the  bar’s  patrons,  but  also 
vibrations  caused  by  the  bass  beat 
of  the  disco  music. 

“It  seems  that  the  music  goes 
even  louder  after  two,  when  there 
shouldn’t  be  any  music,  when  they 
should  be  closed,”  Schlassberg 
added. 

Prelude’s  attorney,  Ira 
Zaleznik,  contends  that  the 
board’s  action,  which  deleted 
those  portions  of  the  license 
allowing  “amplifiers,  instru¬ 
mental  music,  vocal  music,  and 
dancing  by  patrons,”  is  excessive. 

“What  people  were  complain¬ 
ing  about  was  bass  noise,  this  bass 
beat  —  boom,  boom,  boom,” 
Zaleznik  told  GCN.  “Do  you  cure 
that  bass  beat  by 
prohibiting  dancing?” 

Zaleznik  described 
the  board’s 
action  as  a 
“back  door 
attempt, 
apparently,  at 
closing  the  busi¬ 
ness.”  Asked 
why  the  board 
might  want  to 
close  Prelude, 

Zaleznik  declined  comment. 

A  letter  distributed  to  patrons 
of  the  club  blamed  the  action  on 
“certain  people  who  do  not  want 
to  see  Prelude  continue  to  exist  as 
a  Lesbian  and  Gay  institution  in 
its  present  location.” 

William  Rollins,  an  attorney 
representing  residents  of  the 
building,  speculated  on  the 
reasoning  behind  the  board’s 
decision. 

“I  think  that  if  this  were  an  iso¬ 
lated  event,  and  had  not  occured 
for  very  long,  the  board  may  have 
tried  to  give  the  manager  another 
chance  or  an  opportunity  to  do 
something,”  Rollins  said. 

In  December  of  1978  a  sound 


engineering  consultant  hired  by 
Dartmouth  Restaurant  Corpora¬ 
tion,  which  then  operated  the  club 
under  the  name  of  Darts,  studied 
the  acoustics  of  the  site.  By  Octo¬ 
ber  of  1979,  the  consultant’s 
recommendations  had  been  imple¬ 
mented  and,  according  to  Pre¬ 
lude’s  suit,  “all  objectionable 
sound  emanating  from  the 
premises  was  eliminated.” 

On  October  12,  1979, 
the  Boston  Licensing 
Board  voted  to 
approve 
changes 


in  the 
corporate 
structure  of  the 
club,  including 
change  of  the 
name  from  Darts  to 
Prelude.  At  that  time,  the 
board  outlined  a  set  of 
conditions  governing  the 
entertainment  license.  These 
conditions  were  approved  by 
the  Prelude  management  on 
October  18. 

At  issue  in  Prelude’s  complaint 
is  the  interpretation  of  two  of  the 
board’s  conditions. 

Condition  3  requires  that  “no 
sound  system  raise  the  sound  level 

above  _  decibels,  as 

determined  by  measurements  of 
decibels  taken  within  the  resident 
premises  where  problems  may 
exist.”  The  board,  however,  never 
filled  in  the  blank. 

Condition  5  requires  Prelude 
“to  hire  a  qualified  sound  expert, 
a  choice  of  the  residents ...  to  set  a 
level  of  sound  that  can  be  main¬ 
tained  so  as  to  reasonably  elimi¬ 
nate  disturbance  to  the 
residents ....  A  qualified  sound 


expert  hired  by  Dartmouth  Res¬ 
taurant  Corporation  is  to  work  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  sound 
specialist,  and  both  recommenda¬ 
tions  are  to  be  considered  by  the 
licensing  board  in  making  their 
determination.” 

Zaleznik  contends  that  because 
the  blank  was 
never  filled  in, 
and  because 
the  residents  of 

the  building 
never  chose  a  sound 
expert.  Prelude  cannot 
be  accused  of  violating 
the  conditions  of  its 

license. 

Zaleznik  also  claims  that  the 
written  complaints  of  the  residents 
“were  not  introduced  into  evi¬ 
dence  at  the  licensing  board 
hearings. .  .so  that  will  not  ulti¬ 
mately  be  a  part  of  the  record  that 
the  court  must  depend  on  to  make 
a  decision.  It’s  my  view  that  if  you 
look  at  the  overall  record ...  the 
complaints  against  Prelude  are 
not  justified  and... the  decision 
of  the  licensing  board  is  not  justi¬ 
fied.” 

Rollins,  however,  told  GCN 
that  six  residents  of  the  building 
testified  in  person  during  the  three 
days  of  hearings,  and  that  con¬ 
siderable  evidence  of  disturbance 
was  presented.  Transcripts  of 
those  hearings  are  currently  in 
preparation,  and  are  not  yet  avail¬ 
able  to  the  public. 

Prelude’s  complaint,  filed  with 
the  Superior  Court,  originally 
asked  for  a  temporary  restraining 
order  and  a  preliminary  injunc¬ 
tion  to  prevent  the  licensing  board 
from  enforcing  the  revocation 
until  the  court  could  hold  hearings 
to  determine  the  legitimacy  of  the 
board’s  action.  An  immediate 
injunction  was  necessary, 
continued  on  page  6 


S.F.  Pride  Claims  Harassment 


By  John  Kyper 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Reports 
have  surfaced  of  a  number  of  inci¬ 
dents  of  police  harassment  at  San 
Francisco’s  tenth  Lesbian/Gay 
Freedom  Day  march  and  rally, 
held  on  Sunday,  June  28.  Many  of 
the  reports  concern  the  two-mile 
march  up  Market  Street  from  the 
Embarcadero  to  the  Civic  Center 
rally  site. 

At  a  press  conference  held  one 
week  after  the  parade,  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Freedom  Day  Commit¬ 
tee  (L/GFDC)  announced  that  it 
was  filing  a  complaint  with  the 
San  Francisco  Police  Department 
Internal  Affairs  Bureau  against 
police  officers  who,  it  claims,  used 
excessive  force  and  abusive  lan¬ 
guage  against  the  peaceful  crowd 
of  marchers. 

L/GFDC  co-chair  Greg  Day  re¬ 
ported  witnessing  an  incident 
while  marching  at  the  head  of  the 


NAMBLA 

Continued  from  page  1 

Dillon  is  quoted  extensively  in 
New  York  City  press  reports  as 
saying  NAMBLA  engages  in  crim¬ 
inal  activity. 

A  statement  released  by 
NAMBLA  after  the  arrests  said, 
“Nassau  County  authorities  have 
a  reputation  for  abusing  and  vio¬ 
lating  the  rights  of  prisoners  in 
their  custody.  So  far,  their  efforts 
to  concoct  a  NAMBLA  ‘sex  ring’, 
where  no  evidence  whatsoever  can 
be  produced  to  substantiate  the 
allegations,  should  put  citizens  on 
guard.  Where  lies  masquerade  as 
facts,  the  liberties  of  everybody 
are  in  danger.” 

NAMBLA  referred  reporters  to 
its  Media  Guidelines,  issued  in 
1978  to  promote  accurate  and  fair 
coverage  of  cases  which  others 
often  exploit  for  sensationalists 


parade  in  which  a  police  officer  on 
a  motorcycle  brushed  against  two 
spectators  standing  on  the  curb,  a 
mother  and  a  young  child,  push¬ 
ing  the  child  into  the  street.  Day’s 
attempts  to  report  the  incident,  he 
said,  were  met  with  indifference 
by  other  officers  on  the  street. 

When  he  reached  Civic  Center, 
Day  stated,  he  learned  of  other 
similar  incidents  of  police  driving 
their  motorcycles  into  the  crowd. 
The  biggest  incident,  however,  oc¬ 
curred  near  the  end  of  the  parade, 
after  some  beer  was  thrown  at  one 
particular  officer  (badge  number 
1569)  who  had  reportedly  been 
abusive  and  uncooperative  during 
the  entire  march.  Witnesses  claim 
that  he  and  several  other  officers 
got  off  their  motorcycles,  threat¬ 
ened  the  monitors  who  were 
marching  nearby  and  began 
roughly  pushing  members  of  the 
packed  crowd  with  their  batons. 


value. 

At  a  NAMBLA  steering  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  during  the 
weekend  of  July  18,  a  response  to 
the  current  attack  was  planned. 
NAMBLA  is  working  to  build  a 
coalition  of  gay,  lesbian, 
progressive  and  civil  liberties 
groups  to  agitate  against  the 
increasing  state  attacks  on  gay 
men  who  associate  with  boys.  A 
lawyer  has  been  hired  to  pursue 
possible  legal  action  against  the 
Nassau  County  district  attorney 
and  New  York  newspapers.  Ef¬ 
forts  to  have  Swithinbank’s  bail 
reduced  and  to  gain  his  release 
from  jail  wee  also  approved. 

NAMBLA  spokesman  David 
Thorstadt  said,  “NAMBLA  is 
their  target  in  this  investigation. 
The  d.a.  and  police  said  that  boys 


Videotapes  of  the  incident  were 
shown  at  the  press  conference, 
and  witnesses  described  this  and 
other  incidents  of  police  har¬ 
assment. 

L/GFDC  media  co-chair  Kon¬ 
stantin  Berlandt  charged  that 
“while  many  officers  —  particu¬ 
larly  members  of  the  foot  patrol 
—  were  courteous  and  responsible 
in  keeping  order  .  .  .  some  police, 
and  in  particular  a  squad  on  mo¬ 
torcycles,  directly  violated  that 
charge.  Crowd  control  is  not 
crowd  incitement.” 

The  incidents  have  contributed 
to  demands  from  gays  and  other 
minorities  for  the  establishment  of 
a  civilian  police  review  board  in 
San  Francisco.  Supervisor  Harry 
Britt  in  his  speech  at  the  rally  re¬ 
newed  his  call  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  such  a  board. 


were  transported  by  NAMBLA. 
This  is  a  lie.  It’s  an  attempt  to 
destroy  NAMBLA.  It  represents 
efforts  by  the  heterosexist  tyranny 
to  prevent  adult  homosexuals 
from  nurturing  young  gay  men  — 
our  own  people.  It’s  as  much  an 
assault  on  the  voung  men  as  it  is 
on  adult  men.” 

NAMBLA  member  Tom  Reeves 
said,  “Above  everything  else,  this 
is  a  political  attack  by  the  FBI  and 
the  police  on  NAMBLA.  It  fol¬ 
lows  in  the  same  manner  as  offi¬ 
cial  attacks  on  the  SWP  and  the 
Black  Panthers  and  other  groups. 
All  those  who  have  been  question¬ 
ed  have  been  asked  about  —  and 
only  about  —  NAMBLA.” 

—filed  from  Boston 
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Community  Voices 


the  dead  line 

Dear  GCN, 

I’m  going  to  start  by  talking  about  “the  Reagan 
mandate.”  Approximately  fifty  percent  of  those 
eligible  to  vote  in  the  presidential  election  did  so. 
Of  that,  less  than  half  voted  for  either  candidate 
by  two  or  three  percentage  points.  Less  than  one 
percent  of  the  vote  went  in  Senatorial  elections, 
sweeping  the  Republicrats  to  power.  This  is  de¬ 
fined  as  a  “mandate”  by  Reagan,  Bush,  Stock- 
man,  Meese,  Haig,  Caspar,  ad  nauseum ,  to  do 
what  it  is  they  want  to  do.  I  see  it  as  a  literal 
“dead-line.”  The  end  of  the  road,  the  final  cur¬ 
tain.  The  proverbial  swan  song  of  democracy,  the 
end  of  a  dream  turned  nightmare  we  never  wake 
up  from. 

This  kind  of  a  date  with  a  man  is  like  “Cruis¬ 
ing”  around  “Looking  for  Mr.  Goodbar,”  if  my 
words  are  clear.  All  we  can  do  is  continue  to  come 
out,  to  meet,  to  share  and  organize,  to  network, 
to  come  out  more  and  more,  to  raise  conscious¬ 
ness  and  stick  together.  One  of  the  primary  tasks 
for  gay  men  that  I  see  is  to  learn  to  work  with  oth¬ 
er  groups  in  the  larger  community  who  share  our 
interests.  Here  is  an  example  of  a  specific  issue. 
Local  anti-police  brutality  committees  are  usually 
formed  out  of  the  concerns  of  the  working  class 
struggles  of  black,  native,  or  hispanic  peoples. 
Yet  the  anti-police  brutality  struggle  is  ours  as  gay 
men,  and  lesbians  to  a  lesser  though  growing  de¬ 
gree.  We  would  do  well  to  put  our  energies  for 
that  into  already  existing  organizations,  by  at¬ 
tending  rallies  and  demos,  signing  petitions,  and 
writing  letters  to  the  editor.  We  in  the  gay  male 
community  who  are  white,  or  otherwise  racist, 
will  need  to  do  consciousness  raising  on  racism 
with  each  other  to  effectively  work  with  different 
racial  groups.  It  follows  that  when  attempting  to 
coalesce  with  women  that  sexism  consciousness 
raising  would  need  to  occur.  The  growth  is  both 
exhilarating  and  exhausting. 

We  all  share  many  differences  and  similarities 
as  the  wonderfully  varied  groups  we  are.  It  has 
somehow  been  through  the  vision  of  faggot  (and 
dyke)  identity  that  we  see  that  the  whole  culture 
of  the  whole  society  is  vitally  enriched,  nurtured 
and  developed  by  the  unique  strengths  and  quali¬ 
ties,  quirks  and  traditions  of  the  parts  of  the 
whole.  That  the  parts  are  equal  to  the  sum  of  the 
whole. 

Interesting  to  note  (not  really,  from  a  dialecti¬ 
cal  view)  that  most  of  the  people  affected  by  the 
public  service  cuts  are  workers,  not  “welfare  re¬ 
cipients.”  There  are  millions  of  workers  earning 
minimum  wage,  who  rely  on  government  services 
for  fuel  assistance,  or  housing  loans,  who  are  go¬ 
ing  to  see  tax  dollars  going  to  the  government 
with  no  services  being  provided  in  return.  The  So¬ 
cial  Security  system  is  a  classic  example.  Capital¬ 
ism  is  about  to  bring  the  globe  into  universal  war¬ 
fare.  Our  helmets  and  shields  must  be  forged  of 
cooperation,  not  competition;  weapons  tempered 
with  common  passion,  not  bloodshed;  strategy  of 
defense,  never  terror. 

Reagan  is  setting  the  stage  for  the  nuclear  war. 
Then,  finally,  maybe,  all  of  our  struggles  here  will 
be  over.  Why  bother  about  the  less  than  1  percent 
budget  cut  created  when  the  Justice  Department 
banned  federal  money  for  fags  and  dykes  for 
being  queer  when  everyone’s  going  to  glow  in  the 
dark? 

From  somewhere  in  an  improbably  reality  and 
surviving  amidst  confusion. 

In  Love  and  Struggle, 

Aurora  Corona 
New  Orleans,  LA 


you  were  there 

To  the  Editor: 

I  found  Roy  Olson’s  letter  in  the  July  18  issue 
just  fascinating.  In  it  he  discusses  the  relationship, 
between  values  and  changing  the  musical  aesthet¬ 
ic.  In  the  process  he  brings  out  the  heavy  artillery 
to  shoot  down  so  innocuous  a  target  as  the  San 
Francisco  Gay  Men’s  Chorus.  Now  Mr.  Olson 
makes  it  clear  that  he  did  not  actually  attend  a 
concert  by  the  San  Francisco  Gay  Men’s  Chorus. 
Still,  he  is  able  to  inform  us  that  the  chorus  is 
“arch  accomodationist,”  “sedulous  aping  of 
straight  commercial  culture,”  “the  same  old  drag 
show,”  “nauseating,”  and  my  personal  favorite, 
“typical  of  the  gay  male  lack  of  values.” 

The  values  of  a  gay  man  who  would  so  thor¬ 
oughly  trash  other  gay  men  on  the  basis  of  a  con¬ 
cert  he  did  not  hear  need  no  further  comment. 
But  bear  in  mind  that  Mr.  Olson  hails  from  St. 
Paul,  MN,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  know  any 
better.  You  know  what  they’re  like  out  there  — 
witless  and  graceless.  Granted,  I  have  never  met 
anyone  from  St.  Paul,  nor  have  I  visited  there, 
but  I’m  sure  I  would  find  it,  well,  nauseating. 
Ted  Walker 
Newton,  MA 

oral  fornication 

High  Everybody,  Especially  you,  Mitzel: 

I’m  not  easily  offended,  being  the  redundant 
liberal  that  1  am,  but  that  doesn’t  stop  me  from 
being  embarrassed!!! 

Mitzel’ s  coverage  on  the  story  of  l’enfantile 
kidnapping  was  in  real  poor  taste!  (GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  50). 

I  have  a  multitude  of  hetero  friends  and  family, 
who  do  not  understand  my  sexual  preference  to 
the  fullest,  and  these  people  read  GCN  to  get  a 
more  in-depth  understanding  of  me,  you,  us,  our 
lifestyle,  our  choice.  When  they  read  things  like 
“sucking  his  cock,”  “sucking  cock,”  etc.,  when 
“oral  fornication”  would  be  a  more  literary  way 
of  phrasing  these  actions,  they  become  offended, 
and  less  understanding,  and  unwilling. 

Mitzel’s  phraseology  is  not  offensive  to  me, 
even  though  I  consider  it  very  poor  taste;  but  it 
certainly  does  cause  me  embarrassment  that 
could  certainly  be  spared  with  the  expansion  of 
Mitzel’s  seemingly  “limited”  vocabulary. 

I  thank  you  for  allowing  me  this  opportunity  to 
express  my  opinion. 

Amour, 

Aerial  Donnie  Hutchinson 
Lansing,  MI 

P.S.  Sorry  Mitzel,  if  you’re  offended  by  my  em¬ 
barrassment  and  opine.  Be  assured,  none  is/was 
intended. 

friends  of  animals 

Dear  Friends, 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago,  I  went  to  the  gay  pride 
parade  in  San  Francisco.  All  in  all,  I  thought  it 
was  quite  wonderful.  With  two  exceptions. 

First,  and  to  be  expected,  was  the  police.  Mo¬ 
torcycle  sirens  blaring,  a  group  of  about  five  or 
six  sullen-faced  cops  swept  people  back  onto  the 
sidewalks,  one  riding  his  bike  up  onto  the  bus  is¬ 
land,  where  I  was  standing,  and  forcing  every  one 
into  the  street. 

Second,  and  the  more  upsetting,  was  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  “End  Violence  to  Rodeo  Ani¬ 
mals”  group  led  by  the  “leading  lesbian  (separa¬ 
tist)  of  San  Francisco.”  Why,  you  may  ask,  was 
this  upsetting?  Why,  you  may  ask,  was  this  group 
even  in  the  parade?  Well,  I’ll  tell  you  why  (at  least 
the  first!)  Because  it  followed  the  floats  of  the 
Reno  Gay  Rodeo  and  the  Pacific  Gay  Rodeo  by 
about  fifteen  minutes.  My  God!  Here  are  men, 
accused  by  their  society  of  not  being  men  at  all, 
going  out  and  doing  what  society  considers  sport 
only  for  “real  men.”  Well,  flaunt  it,  babies, 
flaunt  it! 

This  parade  was  to  celebrate  pride  in  being  gay 
and  to  present  an  illusion  of  solidarity  between 
gay  men  and  lesbians.  Separatist  lesbians’  argu¬ 
ment  that  they  have  nothing  in  common  with  gay 
men  is  wrong.  What  you  share,  leaving  sexism  out 
of  it,  is  the  same  oppression  for  being  gay.  Wom¬ 
en,  there  are  a  lot  of  men  out  here  that  are  trying 
first  to  see  their  own  patriarchal  shit  and  then  to 
do  something  about  it  when  they  see  it’s  wrong. 

I  agree  that  it’s  wrong  to  abuse  animals  that 
appear  in  rodeos.  But,  I  think  that  it  is  even  more 
wrong  that  gay  men  stay  in  their  shells  and  not 
contradict  the  stereotypes. 

Sincerely, 

Hal  Work 
Menlo  Park,  CA 


no  respect 

Dear  GCN, 

Marian  Roth’s  letter  about  Anne  Donnelly’s 
criticism  of  accomodationist  tendencies  on  the 
part  of  some  lesbian  musicians  was  outstanding 
for  the  contempt  it  displayed  toward  Donnelly. 
There  may  be  more  than  one  opinion  about  what 
the  musicians  were  doing,  but  the  amazing  vio¬ 
lence  of  Roth’s  personal  attack  on  Donnelly  is 
hardly  conducive  to  discussion. 

She  sneers  at  Donnelly’s  “unbearable  life” 
(when  Donnelly  stated  merely  that  she  has  little 
money  and  lives  in  an  isolated  semi-rural  area), 
puts  her  down  for  “not  feeling  good  about  her¬ 
self”  because  P"  nelly  stated  that  she  could  fair¬ 
ly  demand  that  Near  and  others  dress  in  a  way  she 
can  relate  to  and  say  “lesbian”  three  times  from 
the  stage,  and  nastily  insinuates  that  Donnelly 
herself  is  not  “moving  to  change  things.”  Her  ti¬ 
rade  culminates  in  a  lengthy  lecture  about  “sister¬ 
hood”  in  which  she  repeatedly  addresses  Donnel¬ 
ly  by  her  first  name,  a  tactic  displaying  contempt 
for  women  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  tricks  in  the 
(male)  book. 

Well,  sisterhood  ends  with  you,  Marian 
Roth.  You  are  a  perfect  example  of  why  I  don’t 
believe  in  it  anymore.  If  sisterhood  is  an  unquali¬ 
fied  support  for  anything  any  woman  does,  to¬ 
gether  with  vicious  attacks  on  anyone  who  on  oc¬ 
casion  does  not  support  something  a  woman 
does,  then  I’ll  happily  renounce  it  to  speak  in¬ 
stead  about  integrity,  responsibility,  loyalty,  ac¬ 
countability  —  and  respect,  the  respect  you  so 
clearly  do  not  have  for  Anne  Donnelly. 

Sincerely, 

Anne  Peticolas 
Austin,  TX 


on  being  dumped 

Greetings, 

I  can’t  let  that  letter  from  Marian  Roth  last 
week  go  by  without  rushing  to  the  defense  of 
Anne  Donnelly,  who  I  don’t  know,  but  whose  let¬ 
ter  the  week  before  moved  me  deeply. 

It  angers  me  very  much  to  hear  a  lesbian  call  an¬ 
other  lesbian  a  fascist  in  print  when  she  did  no¬ 
thing  more  than  to  write  a  letter  to  the  editor 
about  her  frustration  and  disillusionment  with  a 
movement  (wimmin’s  music)  which  has  meant  a 
great  deal  to  her.  The  word  fascist  is  a  big  word 
with  a  specific  meaning.  To  use  it  against  another 
lesbian  one  happens  to  disagree  with  not  only  is  a 
hateful  thing  to  do  to  her,  but  dilutes  the  meaning 
of  an  important  word  as  well. 

Why  does  Roth  put  Donnelly  and  Mussolini  in 
the  same  category?  Because  Donnelly  is  disap¬ 
pointed  with  Holly  Near  and  others  because  she 
thinks  that  they  have  lost  their  commitment  to 
womon-identified  and  lesbian  affirming  culture. 
If  she’s  like  me  she’s  given  much  money  and  time 
and  sweat  to  support  wimmin’s  music,  and  now 
she  as  a  radical  lesbian  feels  dumped.  When  she 
says  that  Holly  should  say  the  word  lesbian  on 
stage  a  certain  number  of  times,  she  doesn’t  mean 
“there  oughta  be  a  law,”  she  means  that  she’s 
surprised  and  dismayed  that  this  wimmin’s  music 
performer  wouldn’t  want  to  do  that,  something 
basic  to  Anne’s  (and  my)  definition  of  wimmin’s 
music.  By  all  indications  Donnelly  does  not  have 
or  want  the  power  to  control  what  Holly,  or  any¬ 
one  else,  says  or  does. 

I  have,  myself,  been  struggling  with  a  lot  of  the 
same  feelings  about  wimmin’s  music.  I’ve  been  a 
DJ,  producer,  reviewer  and  performer  of  wim¬ 
min’s  music,  and  now  to  preserve  my  own  politi¬ 
cal  integrity  I  can  no  longer  identify  myself  as  a 
member  of  the  wimmin’s  music  movement.  Now 
I  am  learning  to  support  myself  and  the  others 
who  share  (something  like)  my  lesbian  vision,  so 
that  we  can  create  a  new  lesbian  music  movement. 

But  in  the  meantime  Anne  Donnelly  and  I,  and 
the  rest  of  the  lesbians  who  have  been  alienated  by 
the  current  trends  in  wimmin’s  music,  have  a  right 
to  be  angry.  We  have  been  dumped. 

Best  Witches, 

Sidney  Spinster 
Chicago,  IL 


sinking  fast 

A  Letter  to  GCN: 

I  am  appalled  and  outraged  to  learn  that  some 
members  of  the  Ithaca  feminist  community  have 
prevented  David  Thorstad  from  speaking  at  Cor¬ 
nell  because  of  his  unpopular  stand  on  the  issue  of 
man/boy  love  (GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  47).  I  have 
known  and  respected  David  for  many  years;  that 
he  was  prevented  from  speaking  is  inexcusable  — 
whatever  the  political  justification.  At  a  time 
when  Our  Bodies  Ourselves  is  coming  under  at¬ 
tack  as  “pornographic,”  it  is  tragic  —  indeed, 
perhaps  fatal  for  all  of  us  —  that  people  who  are 
supposed  to  be  our  allies  are  so  eager  to  perform 
the  Moral  Majority’s  dirty  work  for  it. 

In  the  same  issue  of  GCN,  Hugh  Crell  accuses 
the  North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Association 
of  trying  to  “guilt-trip”  the  gay  community.  Cin¬ 
cinnati’s  gay  community  seems  to  be  undergoing 
a  self-destructive  witchhunt  from  within  over  the 
issue.  In  a  letter  to  GCN  (Vol.  8,  No.  49)  contain¬ 
ing  more  bombast  than  reason,  Carolyn  Dellen- 
bach  and  Janet  Fay  swiftly  reduced  the  entire  is¬ 
sue  to  (yep)  “womun  hatred.”  Guilt  trips  like 
these  from  people  who  refuse  to  discuss  the  issue 
are  no  less  insulting  than  the  guilt  trips  I  have  en¬ 
countered  from  conservative  members  of  the 
peace  movement  who  declare  that  1  cannot  be  for 
peace  because  I  support  a  woman’s  rjght  to  abor 
tion. 

I  highly  recommend  a  reading  of  Eric  Bentley’s 
play  Are  You  Now  Or  Have  You  Ever  Been,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  scene  in  which  Paul  Robeson  elo¬ 
quently  defends  himself  before  the  House  Un- 
American  Activities  Committee,  after  various 
minority  actors  including  Jose  Ferrer  had  demon¬ 
strated  their  “Americanism”  by  attacking  Robe¬ 
son  as  a  Communist.  Have  we  sunken  as  low  as 
this??? 

John  Kyper 

Berkeley,  CA 

gay  &  god  together 

To  the  Editor: 

There  are  those  of  us  in  the  gay  community 
who  are  very  sincerely  committed  to  two  lifestyles 
which  to  many  seem  to  be  divergent,  but  in  reality 
can  co-exist  in  complete  harmony.  Contrary  to 
what  Jerry  Falwell  and  his  cohorts  in  the  so-called 
Moral  Majority  may  say,  the  active  homosexual 
life  is  in  no  way  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Word  of  God.  I  have  for  many  years  been  an  or¬ 
dained  Baptist  clergyman,  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
servative  Baptist  Association  of  America. 
Throughout  this  entire  time  1  have  also  been  one 
of  God’s  special  gay  children!  It  is  only  in  the  last 
five  years  that  I  have  known  the  freedom  which 
God  offers  to  those  of  us  homosexuals  who 
choose  to  practice  the  lifestyle  which  God  has  giv¬ 
en  us.  The  teachings  which  condemn  homosexu¬ 
ality  and  cause  our  gay  brothers  and  lesbian  sis¬ 
ters  to  turn  away  from  the  church  are  NOT  the 
teachings  of  the  Christian  Scriptures,  but  rather 
are  the  man-made  interpretations  and  teachings 
of  the  organized  church.  Today  more  and  more 
true  Christian  believers,  including  clergy,  are  dis¬ 
covering  the  truth  that  GAY  AND  GOD  GO 
GOOD  TOGETHER. 

Don’t  let  Falwell  and  his  disciples  turn  you 
away  from  the  FREEDOM  you  can  find  in  Jesus 
Christ  while  still  being  committed  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity. 

Rev.  Ken  Debus 
Wauchula,  FL 

adulterated 

Dear  Brethren, 

The  “Moral  Majority”  needs  help  much,  much 
more  than  we  do .  .  .  just  think  of  how  adulterat¬ 
ed  they  are  from  all  that  hatred  they  do. 

Now  to  all  those  who  seem  to  write  negative¬ 
ly  about  the  man/boy  love  issue.  ...  If  their  sex 
and/or  love  are  not  a  homosexual  issue,  what  are 
they?!  They  are  our  brothers.  If  you  exclude 
them,  or  women/girl  lovers,  from  gay  liberation, 
you  are  being  suicidal.  They  are  as  much  an  as¬ 
pect  of  gay  liberation  as  you  are. 

My  very  heartiest  regards. 

Alvin  Fahn 
New  York,  NY 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN ,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Prisons  Under 


By  Jack  Kunsman 

There  was  a  time,  if  you  were  unfortunate  enough  to  land  in  prison,  when  you  knew 
exactly  where  you  stood.  Being  gay  and  in  prison  has  never  really  mixed  well  but,  at  least, 
back  then  it  was  almost  tolerable.  A  decade  ago  a  gay  prisoner  was  looked  upon  as  a  degen¬ 
erate  with  no  purpose  in  life  but  to  satisfy  the  sexual  needs  and  desires  of  the  “macho” 
prisoners.  That  hasn’t  changed  much,  but  a  change,  however  subtle,  has  indeed  occurred. 

Gay  life  in  prison  has  become  almost  unbearable.  The  new  far-right  conservative 
“moralists”  have  taken  over  the  administrations  of  this  country’s  prisons  and  are  exerting 
unbelievable  pressures  on  today’s  gay  inmate.  Some  of  us  can  cope  and  adjust  to  these 
pressures;  sadly,  most  of  us  can’t. 

Homophobia  in  prison  has,  seemingly,  increased  to  dramatic  proportions.  Gone  are 
the  days  of  reluctant  acceptance/tolerance,  replaced  by  outright  and  open  hate  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  —  usually  verbal,  sometimes  physical.  The  many  Jerry  Falwells  of  this  world  have 
frightened  parents  into  teaching  their  children  that  the  gay  element  of  society  consists  of 
ruthless  monsters  and  perverts  who  hide  behind  bushes  in  wait  for  little  boys  to  snatch  out 
of  the  loving  arms  of  momma.  Consequently,  we  now  have  those  children  in  the  prisons, 
still  with  homophobic-infected  brains.  A  pity  Mom  and  Dad  couldn’t  have  spent  their  time 
more  constructively  in  teaching  junior  to  observe  the  law  and  stay  out  of  jail. 

Prison  reflects  an  exact  replica,  in  miniature,  of  society  in  general.  It  also  reflects  the 
irrational  and  contradictory  thinking  of  the  general  public.  Only  in  prison,  because  of  the 
much  smaller  scale  of  the  workings  of  society,  can  you  grasp  ahold  of  and  understand  the 
propaganda-mongers  and  how  they  work.  You  can  actually  see  the  working  system  of  the 
“It’s  wrong  for  you,  but  right  for  me”  syndrome  which  plagues  this  nation.  For  instance, 
in  prison,  if  you  suck  a  man’s  dick,  you  are  a  faggot;  however,  if  you  are  having  your  dick 
sucked,  you  are  a  “macho”  man.  Talk  about  warped  thinking.  But  that  is  the  basic  philo¬ 
sophy  of  today’s  society  in  all  areas  of  life,  not  just  the  gay  aspect.  Look  at  the  hooker  who 


The  Myth  of  the 


By  Jean  Segaloff 

Men  who  sympathize  with  women’s  wish  for  equality  and  who  are  against  sexism,  rape 
and  violence  toward  women  have  arrived.  They  have  given  themselves  a  name  and  they  wear 
it  proudly.  They  call  themselves  “feminist  men.”  I  call  them  the  women’s  movement 
snatchers.  I’m  glad  that  these  men  feel  so  sympathetic,  but  I  wish  they  would  find  a  name  of 
their  own.  Men  have  stolen  enough  from  women.  They  must  not  be  allowed  to  steal  the 
name  feminist  as  well  as  the  history  and  development  of  feminism.  Certainly  not  all  men 
who  consider  themselves  equal  rights  advocates  are  out  to  co-opt  the  feminist  movement  by 
the  simple  means  of  taking  a  name.  Yet  we  are  often  what  our  name  is,  more  often  than  what 
it  is  not. 

Men  who  say  that  they  are  also  in  need  of  liberation  and  just  as  oppressed  by  sexism  as 
women,  are  hindering  women’s  fight  for  equality  by  belittling  it.  This  sort  of  backbiting  is 
dangerous.  Some  men,  in  their  naive  and  sincere  desire  to  align  themselves  with  women,  are 
smothering  the  fire  of  women’s  liberation  rather  than  nourishing  it.  They  are  using  feminist 
rhetoric  in  an  attempt  to  echo  the  feeling  of  the  women’s  movement.  This  often  comes  out 
sounding  like  a  parody  instead  of  a  sincere  effort.  If  men  want  to  help  women  gain  equal 
rights  and  prevent  rape  and  violence  against  women  they  can  begin  by  stepping  off  the 
coattails  of  the  women’s  movement.  Men  have  always  been  good  at  building  clubhouses  and 
old  boy  networks  of  their  own. 

A  feminist  is  a  woman  who  is  aware  of  Her  oppression  by  men  and  has  a  desire  to  change 
the  sexist  culture  and  institutions  that  oppress  her.  The  indoctrination  of  feminism  is 
subjugation,  something  that  most  men  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  feel  directly  (each 
woman’s  oppression  is  different,  but  all  women’s  oppression  is  the  same).  A  man  is  not 
oppressed  by  sexism  like  women  because  he  is  given  the  economic,  political  and  social 
opportunities  that  women  are  not.  Women  make  59  cents  to  a  man’s  dollar.  Can  a  “male 
feminist”  boast  of  such  a  dismal  past?  A  woman  puts  herself  on  the  line  as  a  feminist.  In  a 
sense  she  “comes  out”  for  her  freedom.  She  gives  up  the  promise  of  security  and  protection 
from  men.  She  won’t  take  the  bribe.  She  bargains  and  has  something  to  lose,  but  also 
everything  to  gain.  Being  a  feminist  is  hard  work  and  is  a  constant  struggle.  Finding 
reinforcement  and  support  among  other  women  is  a  journey  all  its  own.  A  man  has  nothing 
to  lose  as  a  “feminist.”  He  is  reinforced  by  the  positiveness  of  the  male  group  around  him,  a 
bonding  that  exists  even  in  the  new  counter-culture.  What  kind  of  a  battle  is  waged  without 
the  fear  of  defeat? 

The  fear  I  have  is  that  the  media  and  our  women-hating  culture  (and  government)  will 
give  credit  to  men  for  any  recent  gains  that  have  been  made  by  women.  The  long  hard 
crusade  for  women’s  rights  that  has  been  fought  by  women  will  be  purposefully  overlooked. 
Once  again  men  will  reap  the  victory  that  women  have  battled  for.  A  perfect  example  of  the 
heroic  myth  of  the  “male  feminist”  image  is  the  recent  coverage  of  the  actor  Alan  Alda. 
McCalls,  People,  The  New  York  Times  Sunday  Magazine  and  MS.  all  put  Alda  on  their 
covers.  Besides  doing  publicity  for  his  latest  movie,  his  agents  and  admirers  want  to 
advertise  his  feminism.  MS.,  on  the  cover  of  their  June,  1981  issue  wrote,  “The  most 
admired  man  in  America  is  a  feminist.”  What  an  oddity,  a  real  thinking,  sympathetic 
human  being.  The  question  is  not  whether  Alda  is  sympathetic  to  women’s  issues,  but 
whether  women  are  being  maneuvered  into  a  politically  submissive  position  .  .  .  again.  A 
female  celebrity  who  also  happens  to  be  a  feminist  is  usually  put  down  for  her  politics.  If  she 
chooses  to  combine  her  politics  with  her  art,  her  work  is  then  often  considered  second-rate. 
The  political  feminist  actress  is  called  uppity,  sexless,  cold,  calculating,  too  smart,  sex- 
starved,  and  talentless.  She  is  accused  of  falling  back  on  feminism  because  she  has  lost  her 
star  appeal.  Alan  Alda,  the  “feminist  man,”  is  called  sensitive,  warm  and  concerned.  This 
new  wave  of  men’s  feminism  is  being  glorified.  These  men  are  and  will  be  tjje  shining  stars, 
whether  they  ask  for  it  or  not.  They  can  refuse,  can’t  they? 

The  sexes  have  always  been  split  semantically,  and  this  grammatical  division  has  helped 
to  keep  women  in  their  place.  Pronoun  changing,  that  typographical  magic  that  instantly 
causes  equality,  is  a  charade.  When  the  suffix  -ist  is  added  to  a  word  it  means  “a  person  who 
does  or  practices.”  When  -ist  is  added  to  the  word  female  it  literally  means  a  female  who 
practices  being  a  female.  A  male  cannot  practice  feminism  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  he  can’t 
have  his  own  masculine  verb  and  a  female  suffix.  Men  who  want  to  be  feminists  or  support 
feminists  would  benefit  feminists  and  themselves  if  they  just  found  their  own  name.  They 
could  call  themselves  mascuhumanists  or  sympamascufeminists.  They  might  want  to  search 


Community  Voices 

in  sync 


Dear  GCN, 

We  are  writing  in  response  to  Maida  Tilchen’s 
article  about  Women’s  Music  (“Politics  for 
Sale?”). 

We  are  Roadwork,  a  non-profit  women’s  cul¬ 
tural  organization  based  in  Washington,  D.C., 
that  works  to  put  women  on  the  road.  In  our  3 
years  of  existence,  we’ve  booked  over  50  tours  for 
Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  Meg  Christian,  Wall-r 
flower  Order  Dance  Collective,  June  Jordan,  Cris 
Williamson,  Robin  Flower  &  Nancy  Vogl,  June 


Millington,  Ova,  Holly  Near,  Cathy  Winter  & 
Betsy  Rose,  Teresa  Trull,  and  the  Varied  Voices 
of  Black  Women. 

We  appreciate  that  these  questions  (in  the  arti¬ 
cle)  are  being  examined  as  well  as  the  author’s 
method  of  tackling  this  myriad  of  complex  issues 
through  a  variety  of  veterans’  perspectives.  We 
know  there  are  no  simplistic  solutions  to  these 
questions  and  that  communication  with  each  oth¬ 
er  about  the  different  aspects  of  each  issue  is  vital 
as  we  all  try  to  devise  “answers”  that  are  in  sync 


the  New  Right 


is  arrested  and  jailed  while  her  “john”  or  “trick”  is  not  bothered  because  he  committed  no 
crime.  Or  the  woman  who  is  brutally  raped  and  the  rapist  goes  free  because  the  “justice” 
system  has  shown  that  she  was  at  fault  because  she  wore  a  provocative  dress.  The  American 
justice  system  applies  only  to  those  who  can  afford  to  pay  the  high  price  of  a  bribe.  All  oth¬ 
ers  must  suffer. 

Although  gay  life  behind  prison  walls  is  still  abominable  some  progress  is  slowly  being 
made.  There  are  several  gays  in  jail,  myself  included,  who  fight  for  better  conditions  and 
treatment  every  day  they  are  behind  bars.  Unfortunately,  in  many  states,  gays  are  still  hu¬ 
miliated  (by  being  forced  to  wear  special  uniforms  which  advertise  the  wearer’s  homosexu¬ 
ality),  degraded  (by  being  placed  in  work  details  of  the  lowest  type),  segregated  (by  being 
forced  to  live  in  dormitories  together,  locked  away  from  the  general  “straight”  popula¬ 
tion),  and  persecuted  (by  being  refused  permission  to  receive  gay  culture  publications  like 
GCN  while  the  “straights”  easily  receive  heterosexual  pornography  and  books). 

It’s  a  long,  long  road  ahead  for  all  of  us  gay  men  and  women  behind  bars  and  it  seems 
to  be  unending.  But  we  must  keep  trying  and  hoping  for  a  change  in  this  system  that  is  so 
corrupt,  so  vile  and  so  unfair.  As  I  said  before,  prison  reflects  society  in  general.  Our  prog¬ 
ress  inside  is  directly  proportionate  to  the  progress  made  outside.  If  you  can’t  fight  to  instill 
gay  pride  and  awareness  out  there,  then  my  fight,  and  the  fight  of  others  like  me,  is  hope¬ 
less  in  here. 

Jack  Kunsman  is  a  jailhouse  lawyer  and  would  like  to  help  other  gay  and  lesbian  pris¬ 
oners  with  their  legal  problems  when  he’s  able.  If  you  are  interested,  or  if  you  are  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  help  yourself,  write  to  Mike  Riegle,  c/o  GCN  (since  prisoners  can ’t  generally  corre¬ 
spond  with  other  prisoners )  and  we’ll  see  what  kind  of  network  can  be  set  up.  BE  PA¬ 
TIENT!  Don ’t  expect  “miracles”  (like  quick  responses  or  money,  for  example).  This  is  a 
beginning. 

“Feminist  Male” 

for  some  new  initials  that  sound  very  New  Age.  PEEPS  would  be  a  good  one.  It  would  stand 
for  “People  Ever  Equal  on  the  Planet.” 

A  realistic  fear  is  that  men  will  call  themselves  feminists  while  using  the  term  for  their  own 
advantage  and  perhaps,  profit.  There  will  probably  be  a  new  crop  of  “male  feminist 
therapists,”  followed  by  “feminist  male  bookstores”  (or  at  least  a  section  in  the  bookstore). 
The  bookstore  could  call  itself  “Old  Words.”  (My  apologies  to  the  “New  Words” 
bookstore  in  Cambridge.)  In  both  business  and  personal  interactions  a  man  can  entrap  a 
woman  by  pretending  to  align  with  her  feminism  for  his  selfish  gains.  The  soft,  subtle  and 
barely  noticeable  condescending  wooing  would  go  something  like  this:  “I’m  with  you  —  of 
course  women  should  have  equal  rights  and  equal  pay  —  I  certainly  can  relate  to  your 
predicament  —  of  course  you  deserve  what  men  have.”  There  are  plenty  of  women  who  fall 
for  this  line  and  get  hurt  by  it.  Is  this  the  Brand  X  version  of  the  “feminist  male”?  There  was 
an  article  several  years  ago  in  a  hip  Cambridge  weekly  newspaper  written  by  your  average 
hip  Cambridge  man.  He  raved  about  his  success  with  women.  He  said,  and  I  quote,  “I  use 
my  lines  from  women’slib  to  screw  them.” 

In  business,  women  are  given  tasks  equal  to  men,  with  a  salary  that  is  unequal  but 
promises  of  higher  wages  after  they  have  gained  more  experience.  They  then  wait  for 
advancement,  and  finally  a  man  gets  the  job  they  have  been  waiting  for.  An  old  story,  but 
with  a  new  twist.  They  were  hired  by  "feminist  men”  under  the  guise  of  equality.  Now  we 
have  men  who  say  that  they  are  tired  of  ten  years  of  women’s  liberation.  “Give  me  my  equal 
rights  too”  they  say.  They  are  using  women  as  targets  against  their  own  feelings  of 
impotence.  They  mourn  the  supposed  loss  of  female  tokenism.  They  are  demanding  to  have 
their  children  live  with  them,  even  though  they  don’t  provide  them  with  adequate  emotional 
involvement  or  material  needs.  “Hey,  what  about  me”  they  shout.  How  soon  we  forget, 
and  with  the  help  of  “male  feminists’  and  media  publicity  the  public  may  soon  ask 
themselves  if  perhaps  women  are  not  getting  too  much. 

Last  year  (Fall,  1980)  a  man  came  to  speak  in  Cambridge  on  “Men  Abuse.”  Fortunate¬ 
ly  the  people  who  showed  up  for  the  lecture  on  how  women  beat  and  rape  men  were  there  to 
protest  his  stupidity.  That  zealot  who  wanted  to  speak  about  battered  men  is  a  fine  example 
of  how  man  cannot  stand  to  be  excluded.  Then  there  are  the  cases  against  insurance 
companies,  that  discriminate  against  men.  The  fear  of^not  being  on  top,  or  not  getting  most 
of  the  pie  seems  to  drive  men  to  extremes.  The  new  troop  of  “feminist  men”  may  feel  left 
out,  but  where  were  they  ten  years  ago  when  women’s  liberation  began?  I  didn’t  notice  too 
many  men  lending  their  support  to  women.  Nor  were  they  on  the  sidelines  cheering.  Many 
men  were  in  the  communes  telling  women  to  cook  their  brown  rice,  roll  their  joints  and 
stand  steadfastly  by  their  sides  as  they  made  loud  noises  for  the  coming  of  the  revolution. 

Men  are  protected  by  the  Constitution  which  says  that  “all  men  are  created  equal.” 
They  may  be  jeered  at  and  teased  by  men  who  think  that  their  alignment  with  women  is  silly, 
but  in  their  hearts  they  know  that  they  are  protected  by  each  other.  In  many  ways  the  world 
is  still  a  fraternity  house.  The  New  Age  “feminist  man”  who  thinks  of  himself  as  being  in  the 
forefront  of  the  “men’s  feminist  movement”  has  the  backing  of  everyman.  This  type  of 
man  likes  to  think  of  himself  as  politically  correct  at  all  times.  If  being  a  “feminist  male”  is 
hip  and  a  part  of  the  latest  gig,  he  will  call  himself  a  feminist.  This  sort  of  self-indulgence  is 
dangerous  to  women  because  the  reasoning  behind  their  allegiance  is  often  not  well  thought 
out.  It  may  fulfill  a  selfish  need  to  belong  rather  than  a  desire  to  see  women  as  equals. 

’  If  men  had  earned  their  own  history  of  oppression  by  putting  up  with  the  humiliation 
and  agony  of  footbinding  they  might  call  themselves  feminists.  If  men  had  sweated  and 
stagnated  under  the  symbolic  steaming  cloth  of  the  chador  they  might  be  allowed  to  call 
themselves  feminists.  If  they  had  the  very  essence  of  their  sexual  pleasure  sliced  off  their  bo¬ 
dies  during  a  clitoridectomy  they  might  be  free  to  call  themselves  feminists.  If  they  had  been 
force  fed  in  prisons  after  taking  part  in  suffragette  demonstrations  they  might  have  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  calling  themselves  feminists.  Until  then,  let  them  just  call  themselves  men. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


gay  90s 


with  the  changes  in  our  movement,  our  economy 
and  our  consciousness. 

We  think  also  it  is  important  that  in  critiquing 
the  growth  of  Women’ s  Culture,  we  do  not  ignore 
the  many  positive  and  exciting  aspects  of  this 
growth. 

And  the  beat  goes  on. 

The  women  of  Roadwork 
Washington,  DC 


Dear  Editor: 

With  only  a  little  more  than  8  years  remaining, 
I  am  wondering  what  preparations  are  in  the  mak¬ 
ing  for  welcoming  the  Gay  Nineties.  Presumably 
December  31,  1989  will  see  the  Gays  welcoming  a 
decade  of  gaiety. 

Edward  Pope 
Rockport,  MA 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


Save  this  Ad  10 %  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
•rices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  instolla- 
ion  a  specialty  Mass  Tech  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  on  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HIU 
Boston  Tol.  523-2187 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

Pamela  Westrom  DMD 
311  COMMONWEALTH  AY  E. 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 


oay's'kve.s  527-8097 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266  1 450 


9S0  MAIN  ST. ,  MELROSE  665-6770 


JOSEPH  K. 
KENYON,  Jr. 

GENERAL  PRACTICE  of  LAW 

CIVIL  and  CRIMINAL 
MATTERS 

CONSULTATION 

and 

LITIGATION 

29  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

262-3160 


AOMOOOOOOOOOOOMOOO<| 

YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunquit’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies.  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 


Robert 

427-2778  G® 


Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 


Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training1 


354-7939 

Cambridge 


insurance 

accepted 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  desisns  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Flemins,  mfa 

265-2289 

eveninss 


distinctively  appointed  guest  rooms,  efficiencies 
and  apartments  blending  conviviality,  comfort 
and  convenience.  Enjoy  complimentary  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast 
on  our  sunny 
enclosed 
porch. 

Saturday 
cocktails  in 

the  living  room  around  the  piano  -  sunbathe 
on  the  nicely  landscaped  grounds  -  all  within 
one  block  of  beach,  restaurants,  nightlife. 


air 


an  inn 


24  SHORE  ROAD 
OGUNQUIT,  MAINE 
(207)  646-2181 


WE  offers  a  dating  service  for  the  gay 
community.  For  six  months.  WE  will 
guarantee  monthly  computer  selected 
compatible  persons  for  your  $25  member¬ 
ship  fee.  The  personality  questionnaire 
will  be  kept  confidential. 

For  further  information,  write  to: 

Box  2660,  Boston,  MA  02208 


PLEASANT  SERVICE 

{  CiyEANIRS  i  \ 

Alterations  &  Repairs 


•  Tailoring 

•  Personalized  Service 

•  Box  Storage 

•  Fur  Storage 

•  Hours  7  A.M.-A  P.M. 
Monday-Friday 

•  Saturday  8  A.M.-5  P.M. 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  workcreasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


Counseling 

Associates 

of 

Jamaica  Plain 

Individual  Therapy,  Group  Therapy, 
Couples  Counseling,  Vocational, 
Intellectual  and  Projective  Testing 
Insurance  Accepted 

Clinical  Psychologist  &  Psychotherapist 

524-0093 


plumbing 
&  heating 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 


727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS OZT1 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 
Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 

David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 

■  Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 

Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 


WATERSHIP 

INN 


Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 


Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss 

Vince  TUtela 


P.O.  Box  918 
7  Winthrop  Street 
Provincetown.  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-0094 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 

landlord/lease  problems  income  tax 

wills/probate  criminal  &  civil  trials 

real  estate  transactions  injury  claims 

relationship  contracts  partnerships/corporations 

FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


The 

Gabriel  apartments 


104-1 04 A  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-3232 

Laurel  &  Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeepers 


For  Women 


Apartments  8 c  Guest  Rooms 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


l5'/b  shore  Road 
Ogunquit.  Maine  03907 
207/64&8654 

Stay  at  Ogunquit 's  newest  guest  house 
and  enjoy  its  turn  of  the  century  charm 
and  grace.  Complimentary  continental 
breakfast  in  our  living  room  or  on  the 
veranda.  All  this  comfort  and  quiet 
near  the  heart  of  Ogunquit  —  just  a 
minute’s  walk  to  the  town  and  beach. 


Prelude 


Continued  from  page  3 
according  to  Robert  Deutsch, 
manager  of  the  club,  because  the 
business  relied  exclusively  on  its 
attraction  as  a  disco  with  dancing 
for  patrons.  The  injunction,  how¬ 
ever,  was  denied  by  the  Superior 
Court  and  later  by  an  appeals 
justice. 

The  rest  of  Prelude’s  claim, 
contesting  the  board’s  action,  is 
still  in  litigation  in  the  Superior 
Court.  The  licensing  board  has  yet 
to  file  an  answer  to  the  plaintiffs 
complaint,  and  the  proceedings 
must  await  the  availablity  of  tran¬ 
scripts  of  the  revocation  hearings. 

Zaleznik  says  that  he  hopes  to 
introduce  new  evidence  on  July 
23,  the  nature  of  which  he 
declined  to  describe. 


INS 

Continued  from  page  1 

According  to  Knutson,  the 
Board  of  Immigration  Appeals  in 
their  decision,  “held  that  the  legis¬ 
lative  history  of  the  statute  indi¬ 
cated  that  Congress  intended  to 
exclude  homosexuals  from  this 
country  and  that  although  the  ve¬ 
hicle  by  which  they  chose  to  do 
this  —  certification  by  a  psychi¬ 
atrist  that  the  alien  is  afflicted 
with  a  psychopathic  personality  — 
is  no  longer  available  to  them, 
they  still  had  the  right  and  obliga¬ 
tion  to  exclude  someone  who  pre¬ 
sents  himself  or  herself  and  admits 
that  they  are  homosexual.” 

“What  they  said  in  their  de¬ 
cision  was  that  although  medical 
opinion  is  thathomosexualityisnot 
a  mentai  disorder,  Congress  can 
make  anything  it  wants  a  mental 
disorder.  It  isn’t  a  matter  of  scien¬ 
tific  or  clinical  evidence,  but  con¬ 
gressional  judgement,”  Knutson 
explained. 

“The  major  grounds  for  our 
appeal  in  the  federal  courts,” 
Knutson  told  GCN,  “will  be  to 
say  that  it  is  indeed  true  that  Con¬ 
gress  in  the  1952  statute  indicated 
its  desire  to  exclude  homosexuals. 
It  provided  a  very  careful  and  ex¬ 
plicit  method  for  identifying  the 
people  it  wished  to  exclude  and 
the  process  by  which  the  exclusion 
would  occur,  that  is  by  a  psychi¬ 
atric  examination  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Service.  They 
cannot  exclude  without  that. 
[Since  the  PHS  has  refused  to 
carry  out  these  examinations]  it  is 
now  incument  on  Congress,  if  it 
chooses  to  continue  this  exclusion, 
to  adopt  a  new  method  that  must 
conform  to  due  process.”  Knut¬ 
son  also  told  GCN  that  the  appeal 
will  be  based  on  constitutional 
issues. 

GCN  asked  Knutson  if  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  change  in  administra¬ 
tion  in  Washington  would  have  an 
effect  on  the  immigration  regula¬ 
tions  or  if  the  PHS  was  likely  to 
go  back  to  its  former  practice  of 
conducting  psychological  examin¬ 
ations.  “I  don’t  think  it  is  likely 
the  PHS  would  go  back.  Because 
of  the  first  Carl  Hill  case  the  court 
established  that  homosexuality 
was  no  longer  a  mental  disorder 
and  it  limited  the  authority  of  the 
PHS  medical  officers  to  medical 
questions.  The  law  precluded 
them  from  making  determinations 
as  to  who  is  queer  and  who  isn’t. 
As  for  the  present  regulations  that 
were  negotiated  with  the  Carter 
administration,  regulations  can 
always  be  rescinded.  Those  regs 
could  be  changed.  We  haven’t  had 
any  contact  with  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  Justice  Department.” 

—filed from  Boston 
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TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-T own's  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487  0381 
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WI2SS/J6 

Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  counseling 
for  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HCfiLTH  CENTER 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesbion  heolth 

Issues.  Menopouse, 
Herbol  heollng. 
Others 

Open  House  Regulorly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows  —  ftvolloble  for 
Groups 

women-tuorker.  owned  ond  controlled 
639  Moss.  Rve..  Cambridge  547-2302 


Johnn  M.  Aloia,DMD 

general  dentistry  in  a 
relaxed  environment 


_  .  _ .  (wry  \f£/v  Kt/v 

iGiy*  roSZor*  ccOao-s  nteton  c-cKao 

31 1  Commonwealth  Av. 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
266-9135  by  appointment 
Evening  hours  available 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


'3H& 


HAIRCUTS  TO  GIVE  A 
SENSE  OF  WELLBEING 

CORNER  OK  NEWBURY  AND  HEREFORD  STREETS 
BOSTON.  MA  02116  TELEPHONE  266-0300 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testingfireatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30-9pm  Women’s  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  'Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  i  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Electrographic  Studk 
16  Thayer  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 
(617)482-1214 


healthy  teeth 


they  're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-434H 


Direct  from  New  York: 

“Rough  House” 

“We’ll  Meet  Again”  x 


(( 


Scorpio” 


Bostons  Best  Aff  Mate  Show! 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A.  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays  Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 

Caribbean  Holidays  N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 

Munich  Oktoberfest  Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 

One  Week  September  18 


Getting  to  Know  Who  We  Are:  The  Lesbian  Poetry  Tradition 

An  Interview  with  Joan  Larkin  and  Elly  Bulkin 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

Elly  Bulkin  and  Joan  Larkin  are  the  editors  of  a  new  an¬ 
thology  called  Lesbian  Poetry,  published  by  Persephone 
Press,  Inc.  Joan  and  Elly  also  edited  an  earlier  anthology 
called  Amazon  Poetry.  Elly  has  been  one  of  the  editors  of 
Conditions,  a  magazine  of  writing  by  women  with  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  writing  by  lesbians,  since  its  beginning.  She  has 
worked  at  the  Women's  Center  of  Brooklyn  College,  has 
taught  English  and  women's  studies  at  the  college  level, 
and  has  written  for  feminist  and  straight  teaching  maga¬ 
zines  about  teaching  lesbian  poetry  and  other  topics.  She 
lives  in  Brooklyn  with  her  lover  and  their  ten  year  old 
daughter,  Anna. 

Joan  Larkin  is  a  poet.  A  collection  of  her  poems,  House¬ 
work,  was  published  by  Out  and  Out  Books  (1975),  a 
women's  independent  publishing  company  which  she 
helped  found.  Since  1969,  she  has  taught  writing  at 
Brooklyn  College,  and  has  also  taught  at  women's  writing 
programs  and  workshops  around  the  country.  Joan  grew 
up  near  Boston  and  has  a  daughter,  Kate. 

I  spoke  with  Elly  and  Joan  when  they  were  in  Boston  for 
the  memorable  poetry  reading  which  Persephone  Press, 
Inc.,  held  to  publicize  their  book.  (An  article  on  this  read¬ 
ing  appeared  in  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  43.) 

MT :  How  did  you  pick  the  people  to  be  in  the  anthology? 
Are  they  all  living  poets? 

JL:  They  are  all  alive.  The  oldest  is  Elsa  Gidlow,  who  is  83. 
Our  initial  framework  was  that. we  would  publish  living  les¬ 
bian  poets  in  English.  We  discussed  other  possibilities,  but 
we  hod  to  limit  ourselves  somehow. 

EB:  It's  also  basically  a  book  of  Americans,  and  a  book  of 
people  who  have  been  published  already.  There  are  about 
15  poems  which  had  not  appeared  elsewhere.  We  primari¬ 
ly  looked  through  periodicals  for  material. But  we  also  con¬ 
tacted  people,  and  so  we  have  poems  that  hadn't  already 
been  published. 

MT:  Did  anyone  turn  you  down? 

EB.-  We  did  get  turned  down  by  some  people.  One  poet 
who  was  in  Amazon  Poetry  said  she  didn't  want  to  be  in 
this  because  she  objected  to  the  word  "lesbian"  in  the  ti¬ 
tle. 

JL:  With  some  people  it  seems  to  be,  you  can  do  what  you 
want  but  do  you  have  to  shout  it  from  the  rooftops?  I  want 
to  blame  the  attitude  on  the  older  generation  —  I  think 
people  like  Elsa  Gidlow  are  really  the  exception.  The  book 
does  have  more  young  women,  and  not  because  there  are 
fewer  older  lesbian  poets. 

But  there  were  people  who  we  know  to  be  lesbians  who 
didn't  want  to  be  in  the  book  for  a  variety  of  reasons  — 
one  woman  was  concerned  about  child  custody.  Others 
didn't  specify  what  their  reasons  were  but  I  believe  it  was 
a  concern  about  jobs  and  about  political  credibility.  People 
who  publish  with  male  commercial  presses  didn't  want  to 
have  the  work  that  they  ore  doing  seen  as  less  valuable  by 
being  identified  as  lesbians. 

MT:  You  really  tried  not  just  to  get  names,  but  to  get  a 
broad  range  of  poets. 

EB:  To  me  that's  important,  particularly  in  terms  of  the 
impact  on  the  lesbian  community.  I  think  there  are  a  tre¬ 
mendous  number  of  lesbian  poets,  some  of  whom  we've 
managed  to  locate,  and  some  of  whom  we  haven't  found 
yet.  They  are  writing  wonderful  poetry  that  people  have 
not  heard  yet.  I  don't  think  there's  an  awareness  of  how 
many  different  women's  and  lesbian  publications  there 
are. 

JL:  We're  hoping  people  will  give  as  much  attention  to  the 
poets  they  haven't  heard  of. 

MT :  This  anthology  will  certainly  do  that.  It  turned  me  on 
to  a  lot  of  people. 

JL:  I  really  want  more  women  of  color,  as  well  as  more 
women,  to  come  out  as  lesbian  writers.  If  they  don't  know 
what  the  community  consists  of,  there  are  a  lot  of  sisters 
in  this  book. 

MT:  You  hove  written  that  for  your  earlier  anthology,  you 
had  20  to  one  love  poems  submitted,  and  you  rejected 
most  for  "essentially  male  identified  language  and  con¬ 
cepts,  and  literal  descriptions  of  making  love."  Did  this 
happen  again  with  this  book? 

JL-.  It  didn't,  partly  because  of  the  woy  we  went  about 
making  choices.  We  didn't  solicit  for  poems.  The  first  an¬ 
thology  got  about  2000  submissions.  For  this  one,  we 
were  aware  of  so  much  wonderful  writing  that  we  had  to 
put  some  kind  of  limit  on  it.  We  looked  in  the  Lesbian  Her- 
story  Archives,  and  we  went  through  publications.  Elly 
knew  a  lot  of  poets  whose  work  had  been  in  Conditions, 


and  I'm  also  involved  in  publishing  lesbian  writing.  So  we 
read  a  lot  of  manuscripts  and  asked  some  particular  peo¬ 
ple. 

MT :  Did  you  still  find  a  lot  of  love  poems? 

EB:  I  don't  think  that's  true.  I  must  have  read  about  300 
poetry  manuscripts  a  year  for  the  last  five  years,  so  my 
own  experience  is  that  poets  who  have  been  writing  for  a 
long  time  and  really  seem  to  be  working  really  hard  at  it 
write  fewer  love  poems.  They  do  poems  on  other  aspects 
of  their  lives. 

MT :  Do  you  think  that  goes  for  the  lesbian  community  as  a 
whole?  People  were  writing  a  lot  of  love  poems  a  few 
years  back,  but  now  as  the  community  as  a  whole  is  ma¬ 
turing  a  lot  .  .  . 

EB:  I  don't  think  that  that's  true.  There  are  all  these  peo¬ 
ple  whose  writing  is  at  different  places,  whose  lives  are  at 
different  places.  Part  of  it  is  the  difference  between  the 
women  who  are  writing  poetry  and  the  women  whose  po¬ 
etry  is  getting  published.  The  first  group  is  so  much  larger 
than  the  second.  We  sometimes  think  that  the  second 
group  is  lesbian  poetry.  Actually,  it's  a  fraction. 

JL:  There's  something  else  about  this  question.  There  are 
poems  in  this  book  that  some  people  might  not  call  love 
poems,  but  in  one  sense  they  are.  They  integrate  much 
more  complex  experiences  than  I  think  generally  come  to 
mind  when  one  thinks  of  a  love  poem. 

One  poem  that  comes  to  mind  is  Alice  Bloch's  poem  "Six 
Years,"  which  is  about  the  complexities  of  sharing  one's 
life  with  another  woman  over  a  long  period  of  time,  and 
what  that  means.  It  has  depths  in  it  that  might  not  ordin¬ 
arily  be  thought  of  as  love  poetry.  Or  Esther  Silverman's 
poem  "South  Bronx  Girl,"  which  is  an  elegy  for  a  dead 
teenager.  In  Esther's  biographical  statement,  she  says 
that  her  writing  comes  out  of  her  profound  love  of  women. 


When  I  think  of  lesbian  poetry,  if  I  want  a  simple  defini¬ 
tion,!  think  that  the  love  of  or  identification  with  other 
women  is  one  of  the  depths  that  gets  sounded.  If  it's  a  po¬ 
litical  poem,  there  is  that  eye  for  detail  and  that  love  for 
other  women. 

Also,  we  tried  not  to  define  poetry  in  a  strict  academic 
sense.  There's  a  Pat  Parker  poem  called  "Movement  in 
Black"  which  is  basically  a  performance  piece.  It  also 
works  well  on  the  printed  page.  There's  a  piece  by  Sap¬ 
phire  which  in  some  ways  moves  over  toward  prose  poe¬ 
try,  and  is  typeset  like  prose.  Michelle  Cliff's  piece  in  the 
book,  "Obsolete  Geography,"  was  turned  down  by  Poets 
and  Writers,  which  categorizes  people  as  writing  either 
fiction  or  poetry,  and  they  said  her  poem  was  neither.  I 
think  we've  tried  to  move  away  from  this  attitude  of  ex¬ 
cluding  women  because  we  have  this  definition  and  they 
didn't  fit  into  it.  We  wanted  to  try  to  get  at  what  women 
are  actually  writing. 


MT :  You  have  written  that  "uncovering  a  poetic  tradition 
representative  of  all  types  of  lesbians  means  redefining 
the  words  'lesbian'  and  'poet'."  In  what  ways  would  you 
redefine  "lesbian"? 

EB:  I  was  talking  from  an  historical  point  of  view.  I  wasn't 
talking  about  redefining  what  I  see  as  the  lesbian  today, 
but  looking  back,  in  previous  generations  or  past  centur¬ 
ies.  You  have  to  think  about  the  point  Carol  Smith-Rosen- 
berg  has  made  about  the  intense  woman-to-woman  rela¬ 
tionships  that  existed  during  the  last  century.  There's  a 
whole  tradition  of  women  poets  in  the  U.S.  who  had  very 
intense  relationships  with  other  women.  They  were  mostly 
white  and  very  economically  privileged  —  women  like 
Amy  Lowell. 

Judith  McDaniel  has  been  researching  them,  and  what 
she's  finding  is  that  although  for  the  most  part  they  mar¬ 
ried  —  sometimes  more  than  once  —  the  intensity  of 
women  bonding  was  what  fueled  their  poetry.  Sara  Teas- 
dale  belonged  to  a  group  during  her  late  teen  years  which 
put  out  several  handwritten  chapbooks  of  poetry  and  art. 
Judith  is  finding  in  reading  biographies  and  letters  that 
what  was  happening  was  a  connection  with  other  women. 
The  question  is:  are  you  going  to  call  that  lesbian  or  not? 

And,  looking  at  other  cultures,  what  will  you  define  as 
lesbian?  Paula  Gunn  Allen  has  an  article,  "The  Lesbian  in 
American  Indian  Culture,"  in  Conditions  7.  She. also  has  a 
poem  in  here  [the  anthology]  called  "For  Love  of  Women" 
which  talks  about  that  issue.  Looking  back  at  women  who 
lived  very  differently  from  how  we  live  our  lives  today  — 
American  Indian  women  —  yet  had  very  close  relation¬ 
ships,  we  wonder  what  did  that  mean?  So  I  was  talking 
historically  about  the  definition,  where  there  is  that  clear 
tradition,  in  terms  of  women  making  their  basic  affection 
with  other  women. 

MT:  Do  you  think  that  the  publication  of  this  anthology  is 
a  landmark  point  —  it's  sealed  now,  it's  in  this  book  — 
especially  what  lesbians  have  been  writing  since  the  rise 
of  feminism  and  lesbian  liberation  in  1 968?  Do  you  want 
people  to  see  it  that  way,  and  that  we  now  go  on  to  the 
next  thing?  Do  you  think  we've  had  a  first  generation  of 
lesbian  poetry,  and  now  we're  about  to  start  a  new  wave? 

EB:  I  think  we've  had  a  couple  of  generations.  The  earliest 
generation  was  women  writing  in  the  late  60s  and  early 
70s.  That  wave  was  Judy  Grahn  and  Pat  Parker  and  Wil- 
lyce  Kim,  who  were  publishing  with  Diana  Press  and  the 
Women's  Press  Collective,  and  in  Amazon  Quarterly.  At 
some  point,  what  they  were  doing  could  be  looked  at  as  a 
"school."  It  was  important  that  they  be  anti-hierarchical; 
the  "Common  Woman"  poems  by  Judy  Grahn  are  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  this.  They  [the  poets]  wanted  to  communicate  di¬ 
rectly  with  the  audience  —  they  didn't  want  images  or 
symbols  that  might  interfere.  There  was  a  great  emphasis 
on  oral  tradition.  A  lot  of  poems  were  written  for  some¬ 
body  to  stand  up  in  front  of  an  audience  and  make  immedi¬ 
ate  contact  with  women  who  had  felt,  as  a  result  of  how 
poems  were  taught  to  them  in  high  school,  that  they  could 
never  understand  a  poem.  I  see  that  as  the  first  genera¬ 
tion. 

JL:  There  are  poets  who  are  in  the  book  and  who  are  in 
Amazon  Poetry  that  come  from  a  much  more  traditional 
place  in  terms  of  how  they  learned  to  write  poetry,  and 
who  their  audience  was.  They  had  written  a  great  deal  of 
heterosexual-identified  poetry,  and  in  some  cases,  like 
Adrienne  Rich,  had  received  awards  and  recognition  from 


the  white  male  establishment.  That's  o  whole  other  group 
of  people.  One  facet  of  the  new  wave  is  for  those  people 
to  come  out  as  lesbians.  Not  simply  to  come  out,  but  to 
develop  a  politics  which  is  very  much  reflected  in  their  po¬ 
etry,  and  has  made  changes  in  some  aspects  of  their  poe¬ 
try.  But  they  have  moved  toward  a  place  where  they  can 
simply  be  talking  to  women,  instead  of  assuming  that  they 
have  to  explain  themselves  to  men,  or  that  they  have  to 
consider  men  as  part  of  their  audience. 

I  think  a  lot  of  women  who,  like  myself,  came  out  dur¬ 
ing  the  70s,  went  through  that.  Those  who  wrote  poetry 
started  out  writing  heterosexual  poetry  but  moved  from 
rhat  as  they  came  out  as  lesbians. 

;  I  want  to  respond  to  the  "milestone"  part  of  your 
question.  It's  thrilling  to  be  connected  with  this  book  and  I 
think  it  is  sort  of  a  milestone,  but  in  a  way  I  regret  that 
it's  standing  so  much  by  itself  right  now.  I  would  like  to 
see  more  of  this  work  being  done.  A  lot  of  people  weren't 
included  for  various  mechanical  reasons,  but  I'd  hate  to 
have  a  gap  of  five  years  again  before  another  anthology 
of  lesbian  poetry  is  published. 

EB:  There's  something  about  generations  or  waves  as  a 
concept  —  it  again  gets  back  to  the  issue  of  race.  For  the 
most  part,  the  earlier  lesbian  poets  who  were  known  his¬ 
torically  were  white  and  upper-middle  class  or  upper  class, 
women  like  Amy  Lowell  or  H.D.  What  I  see  in  the  last  five 
years  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  lesbians  of  color  who 
are  writing  as  lesbians  of  color.  This  book  is  only  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  what's  out  there.  Earlier,  that  material  wasn't  be¬ 
ing  published,  but  a  great  deal  of  it  was  being  written. 
There  was  lack  of  accessibility,  and  fewer  publications. 


MT:  Do  you  see  the  poet's  role  as  being  an  activist  also? 
Some  of  these  poets  are  ivory  tower  types,  and  others  are 
activists. 

JL:  Absolutely.  There's  an  enormous  range  of  activity  and 
non-activity  represented  here.  I  see  poetry  as  a  very  pow¬ 
erful  political  force.  I  remember  being  taught  in  college 
that  literature  wasn't  supposed  to  move  you  to  action,  or 
something  like  that.  I  think  it's  a  transformative  event, 
that  should  move  you,  otherwise  we've  failed  miserably. 
Also,  I  feel  like  the  work  of  some  of  the  poets  in  this  book 
has  helped  me  to  integrate  more  of  myself  into  my  life  in 
the  world,  by  being  there  as  a  powerful  example  of  hones¬ 
ty  and  taking  risks  and  political  positions.  I  feel  like  poe¬ 
try  for  me  is  the  furthest  frontier.  Poetry  has  educated 
me,  it  has  freed  me,  it  has  made  me  a  better  writer,  a 
better  mother,  a  better  teacher.  It  changed  my  life. 

EB:  I  think  there's  something  inherently  political  in  the  po¬ 
ems,  because  the  women  who  wrote  them  are  willing  to 
say  "I'm  a  lesbian."  All  of  the  poems  deal  with  situations 
which  in  some  way  are  political.  It's  also  important  for 
people  who  read  poetry  not  to  oppress  poets  by  expecting 
to  get  a  certain  type  of  political  expression:  the  idea  that 
a  poet  in  her  work  should  be  making  these  connections  and 
point  in  this  direction.  There  are  poems  that  say  these 
things  well  which  I  read  because  they  give  me  a  certain 
type  of  strength.  But  it's  also  important  in  reading  poetry 
to  understand  that  the  women  who  are  writing  it  come 
from  different  places.  A  poet  may  not  be  offering  that 
particular  political  whatever  that  you  may  want,  but  she 
may  be  offering  something  which  is  very  valuable  in  its 
own  right. 

MT :  Did  you  find  you  had  to  reject  some  poems  because  of 
their  politics?  Sometimes,  in  lesbian  magazines,  I've  seen 
poems  that  it's  hard  to  imagine  getting  into  this  book,  but 
that's  lesbian  poetry  too. 

JL:  There's  some  subject  matter  we  would  have  rejected. 
We  wouldn't  have  printed  anything  that  presents  biases 
toward  a  group,  or  perpetuates  that. 

I  think  that  the  book  reflects  the  great  amount  of  dif¬ 
ference  that  there  is  in  lesbian  poetry.  There  were  some 
poems  whose  politics  we  agreed  with,  but  whose  structure 
or  imagery  were  not  as  fully  realized  as  others  that  we 
had  chosen  for  the  book . 

MT:  So  you  didn't  find  a  lot  of  politically  incorrect  poems? 

EB-.  I'm  not  sure  if  I  know  what  a  politically  incorrect  poem 
is. 

MT:  For  example,  I  was  once  at  o  reading  of  women  who 
were  reading  those  poems  they  keep  under  their  pillow. 
One  woman  read  a  poem  where  she  was  St.  George  the 
Dragon-Slayer,  saving  a  princess  from  a  dragon.  She  was 


totally  identifying  with  this  male  role  and  seeing  her  lover 
in  this  female  role.  Somehow,  I  can't  imagine  that  in  this 
anthology. 

EB:  Roles  are  a  real  part  of  the  lesbian  community.  If  we 
had  gotten  a  poem  that  reflected  that,  that  we  both  liked 
and  felt  good  about  as  a  poem  —  that  we  felt  worked  —  I 
would  not  have  rejected  it.  I  feel  like  in  some  way  the  re¬ 
jection  of  the  poem  is  tantamount  to  rejecting  women  who 
are  into  roles  simply  for  that  reason,  without  knowing 
anything  else  about  them.  Basically  denying  what  I  see  as 
their  option  —  it  may  not  be  my  option,  but  it's  their  op¬ 
tion. 

MT:  What  about  violence? 


very  broad  sense  of  the  contributions  of  lesbians  of  color. 
A  quarter  to  a  third  of  the  contributors  are  women  of  col¬ 
or.  It's  very  important  to  see  the  different  types  of  issues 
that  these  women  are  dealing  with,  in  poetry  that  is 
among  the  most  powerful  in  the  book.  Hopefully  white 
lesbians  who  know  we  hove  a  lot  of  poetry  will  have  a 
much  broader  sense  of  where  the  poetry  is  coming  from. 

MT:  What  about  impact  on  the  poetry  community  at 
large?  You  refer  in  your  writing  to  black  students  identify¬ 
ing  with  a  black  poet's  black  identity,  lesbians  with  her 
lesbianism  — 

EB:  It's  important  for  non-lesbians  who  are  dealing  with 
political  issues  to  have  an  awareness  that  lesbians  are 
confronting  issues  of  racism,  fascism,  sexism 


EB:  I  think  all  the  poems  about  violence  against  women 
deal  with  it  as  perpetuated  by  men,  and  take  a  very  clear 
position  about  it  needing  to  go. 


MT :  In  the  larger  poetry  community,  is  there  a  real  effort 
to  put  out  anthologies  with  many  types  of  people  repre¬ 
sented?  Do  white  men's  anthologies  try  to  do  this  now? 


JL:  As  you're  asking  the  questions,  it's  occurring  to  me 
that  the  areas  of  self-exploration  are  areas  where  strong 
writers  who  have  been  around  are  going  deeper  and  deep¬ 
er.  Some  good  poetry  may  come  out  of  being  honest  and 
open  about  fantasies,  or  about  heterosexism  that  has  fil¬ 
tered  down.  We  haven't  dealt  with  this  a  lot,  I  think  it's 
probably  going  to  come  later. 

MT :  I'm  thinking  about  the  preface  to  the  book  A  Wom¬ 
an's  Touch,  which  is  an  anthology  of  erotic  writing  by  les¬ 
bians.  The  editors  said  that  they  had  advertised  widely  for 
submissions,  and  then  they  were  very  surprised  by  the 
large  amount  of  stories  involving  s/m  that  they  got.  Did 
you  experience  anything  like  that,  this  large  body  of  writ¬ 
ing  that  nobody  realized  was  out  there? 


JL:  I'm  a  teacher  and  I  get  free  copies  of  white  men's  an¬ 
thologies  from  the  major  (so-called)  publishing  houses.  I 
have  never  yet  found  one  I  would  want  to  adopt  in  the 
course  I'm  teaching  because  the  women  that  are  included 
are  still  basically  limited  to  Sylvia  Plath  and  Anne  Sexton, 
and  maybe  one  or  two  others.  Even  the  chic  anthologies 
have  their  few  token  women  who  basically  represent  the 
same  stance  as  the  men.  There  are  some  anthologies  of 
black  writing  that  don't  at  all  reflect  the  power  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  women  of  color  who  are  writing.  It's  a  man's 
world,  whether  it's  a  black  man's  world  or  a  white  man's 
world. 

MT:  How  do  you  think  the  book  will  be  received  in  the  aca¬ 
demic  poetry  world? 


EB:  I  don't  remember  seeing  s/m  as  a  theme  of  the  poetry 
that  I  read.  It's  difficult  to  tell  where  the  censorship 
comes  in.  I  haven't  seen  it  in  terms  of  manuscripts  coming 
in  to  Conditions.  It's  difficult  for  women  to  decide  to  write 
poetry  about  [s/m]  and  to  send  it  out,  because  of  the 
whole  conflict  about  it.  I  hove  a  friend  who's  into  s/m  who 
says  she's  not  going  to  write  about  it,  because  nobody's 
going  to  publish  it. 

JL:  For  this  book,  we  were  looking  at  already  published 
material  or  full-length  manuscripts,  so  that  may  have  pre¬ 
cluded  finding  it.  For  Amazon  Poetry,  we  had  open  submis¬ 
sions.  We  saw  a  lot  of  erotic  material  but  none  of  it  was 
s/m. 

MT:  What  impact  do  you  see  the  anthology  having  on  the 
lesbian  community? 

JL:  I  think  that  better  poetry  will  be  written.  I'm  very  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  book,  but  when  I  got  my  copy  it  made  me 
want  to  sit  down  and  write.  I  was  just  as  inspired  as  hell. 


EB:  Are  we  talking  about  feminist  academics  or  the  male 
academic  world?  I  think  they  are  different  things.  I  hope 
that  it  will  make  a  dent  in  areas  of  women's  studies.  The 
.existing  texts  discuss  lesbian  poets  without  saying  that 
they  are  lesbians.  My  hope  for  this  book  is  that  it  will  no 
longer  be  possible  for  women  academics  to  talk  about 
women's  poetry  without  talking  about  lesbian  poets,  and 
without  talking  about  the  range  of  lesbian  poets  —  not 
just  picking  out  a  couple  of  people. 

JL:  I  don't  think  it  will  make  much  of  a  dent  in  the  bios  and 
armor  of  the  male  anthologists.  The  evaluation  comes  with 
viewing  the  workd  "lesbian."  Automatically  it  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  less  important. 

MT:  Would  you  like  it  to  impact  the  male  academic  world? 

EB:  I  don't  really  care.  There  are  poets  in  the  book  who  do 
feel  differently  about  this.  I  don't  object  to  it,  if  it  hap¬ 
pens,  but  it's  not  where  I  put  energy. 


EB:  I'm  hoping  that  one  of  the  effects  it  will  have  outside 
the  lesbian  community  will  be  to  make  people  who  are  not 
lesbians  see  that  the  women's  poetry  tradition  has  been  a 
woman-identified  tradition  ongoing  in  this  country.  I  think 
a  basic  problem  has  been  that  in  anthologies  of  women's 
poetry  like  No  More  Masks  or  Rising  Tides,  there  has  been 
work  by  dykes,  but  you  didn't  know,  except  in  two  or 
three  cases,  who  was  a  lesbian  and  who  wasn't.  A  lot  of 
people  who  are  in  this  new  book  were  in  those  books.  In 
some  cases,  some  of  them  had  not  yet  come  out  as  les¬ 
bians.  I'm  hoping  that  the  recognition  of  these  women  as 
lesbian  poets,  and  of  lesbian  creative  artists  generally, 
will  be  one  impact  of  this  book  on  the  non-lesbian  women's 
movement. 

I'm  also  hoping  that  it  will  have  an  impact  on  the  white 
lesbian  community  —  that  there  will  be  recognition  in  a 


MT:  Do  you  encourage  lesbians  to  write  poetry,  and  how 
would  a  writer  know  when  and  where  to  publish? 

JL-.  I've  always  encouraged  people  to  write  poetry,  espe¬ 
cially  lesbians.  I  think  writing  is  a  process  that  takes  a 
long  time.  As  far  as  publishing  goes,  I'm  more  interested 
as  a  writer  and  a  teacher  in  seeing  lesbians  work  at  their 
craft.  The  focus  for  me  is  on  the  process  of  writing,  and 
I'd  encourage  lesbians  not  only  to  write,  but  to  become 
engaged  witn  other  lesbian  writers.  Go  to  readings,  read 
books  like  this  anthology,  read  the  publications,  become 
nurturant  and  enriched  and  educated  about  what's  around 
them,  form  writing  support  groups.  I  don't  think  the  leap 
is  from  writing  alone  in  your  cellar  to  sudden  fame  in  a  les¬ 
bian  poetry  anthology,  that's  sort  of  an  old  romantic 
story. 


Transmitting  the  Message 


Reviewed  by  Andrea  Loewenstein 

In  1918,  William  Stanley  Braithwaite,  an  older  and 
more  established  black  poet,  wrote  to  the  young  Claude 
McKay  that  although  his  poems  were  good,  "any  reader 
could  tell  that  the  author  was  a  Negro"  (The  New  Yorker, 
July  13,  1918)  and  that  McKay  would  do  better  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  more  "universal"  poems.  In  his  answering  letter, 
McKay  noted  that  some  of  his  favorite  white  poets,  Whit¬ 
man  and  Byron  for  example,  made  their  race  and  class 
pretty  evident  in  their  poems,  and  no  one  had  objected 
yet. 

This  story  struck  me  especially  because  of  some  recent 
experiences  I  have  had  as  a  lesbian.  When  I  went  out  last 
week  in  my  new  "Gay  Community  News"  t-shirt,  I  was 
surprised  at  the  vehemence  of  the  reaction,  even  among 
quite  "liberal"  looking  types.  "It's  one  thing  being  that 
way,"  I  heard  no  less  than  three  different  people  whisper, 
as  they  caressed  or  hung  on  a  companion  of  the  opposite 
sex,  "but  why  do  they  have  to  advertise  it!"  In  another 
experience,  a  liberal  and  feminist  member  of  my  family 


asked  me  wistfully  whether  all  my  close  friends  were  gay 
or  lesbian.  "You're  restricting  yourself  so,"  she  said. 
"It's  such  a  narrow  point  of  view."  Those  who  were  so  up¬ 
set  by  the  t-shirt  hadn't,  of  course,  noticed  the  endless 
het.  t-shirts  (and  styles  and  body  language  and  dress) 
they  encountered  every  day,  any  more  than  my  relative 
thought  to  ask  herself  whether  any  of  her  close  friends 
were  lesbian  or  goy. 

Like  Braithwaite's  (transmitted)  message  to  McKay, 
this  message  from  the  more  liberal  heterosexual  public  is 
loud  and  clear.  It's  OK  to  be  gay  or  lesbian  —  that  is,  as 
long  as  you're  quiet  and  well-behaved  about  it,  never  de¬ 
fine  yourself  in  terms  of  it,  and  remember  at  all  times  that 
you  are  part  of  a  weird  minority  in  the  assumptive  hetero¬ 
sexual  world. 

This  message  is  especially  clear  to  us  as  writers.  We 
are  told  over  and  over  again  that  if  we  want  to  be  true 
artists  (and  certainly  if  we  want  to  be  published)  we  must 
be  "universal."  In  practice,  this  means  if  not  outright  ly- 

Contlnued  on  Page  1 1 
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Down 

By  Ray  Thompson 
Rain  falling  from  a  dismal,  gray 
October  sky,  cutting  across  his 
face  like  so  many  icy  razorblades, 
soaking  into  his  scant  clothing  un¬ 
til  the  chill  reaches  through  the 
skin  and  flesh  to  the  very  marrow 
of  his  bones.  He  shivers  constant¬ 
ly  and  wonders  if  he  will  ever  be 
warm  again.  He  passes  a  coffee 
shop  and  glances  in  briefly.  “Oh, 
God,  what  I  wouldn’t  give  for  the 
price  of  a  cup  of  coffee  and  a  few 
minutes  free  from  the  rain  and 
cold.”  All  day  he  has  walked  the 
street,  pausing  now  and  again  in  a 
subway  entrance  until  the  hostile 
stares  and  remarks  of  the  passing 
commuters  or  the  threat  of  arrest 
by  a  “T”  cop  drives  him  back  into 
the  street.  “Whoever  said  ‘hot  as 
hell’?”  he  wonders.  “Hell  is  cold, 
wet  and  full  of  icicles  and  no  place 
to  escape  from  it.”  Who  is  he?  A 
tramp. 

One  knowledgeable  about  the 
homeless  might  wonder  why  he 
doesn’t  find  a  bottle  gang  in  one 
of  the  city’s  abandoned  buildings 
out  of  the  weather,  and  join  in  the 
mind-numbing,  pain-killing 
warmth  of  their  wine  bottle. 
Why?  Because  he’s  also  gay.  Even 
there  he  would  not  be  welcome! 

There  is  a  common  misconcep¬ 
tion  in  our  society  that  homeless¬ 
ness,  the  skid  row  lifestyle,  is  sole¬ 
ly  the  result  of  alcoholism.  How¬ 
ever,  more  recently,  it  has  been 
recognized  that  the  irresponsible 
approach  to  the  release  of  former 
mental  patients,  with  no  regard 
for  their  future  needs,  is  another 
major  contributor,  to  homeless¬ 
ness.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
skid  row,  like  the  concentration 
camps  of  Nazi  Germany,  has  be¬ 
come  the  “final  solution”  to  all 
the  problems  of  our  “Great 
American  Society.”  It  could  be 
argued  that  here  in  Boston,  skid 
row  no  longer  exists,  hence  the 
problem  is  solved.  Urban  renewal 
has  eliminated  it.  But  skid  row  is 
not  a  geographical  location;  it  is  a 
human  condition.  The  elimination 
of  an  area  of  the  city  designated  as 
skid  row  has  not  eliminated  home¬ 


lessness.  On  the  contrary,  home¬ 
lessness  has  expanded,  so  it  now 
touches  the  lives  of  a  far  more 
diverse  segment  of  the  population. 
Many  who  might  have  in  the  past 
survived  in  cheap  hotels  and 
rooming  houses  are  now  forced  to 
live  in  the  streets. 

We  as  gay  people  are  seen  as  a 
social  problem  —  that’s  society’s 
mistake.  But  because  we  are  seen 
in  this  light  there  is  a  significant 
number  of  gay  people  who  end  up 
in  a  skid  row-like  existence.  And, 
because  they  are  gay,  they  are 
more  vulnerable  than  non-gays  in 
this  graveyard  for  the  living  dead. 

Look  at  some  of  the  factors  that 
bring  people  to  skid  row: 

Joblessness:  gay  persons  ex¬ 
posed  as  gay  can  easily  lose  their 
jobs  and  be  prevented  from  find¬ 
ing  others. 

Divorce:  how  many  of  us,  upon 
realizing  we  are  gay,  rush  into 
marriage  in  the  mistaken  belief 
that  marriage  will  “cure”  our 
homosexuality,  only  to  find  that 
we  have  jumped  from  “the  frying 
pan  into  the  fire”? 

Physical  illness:  because  many 
of  us  are  underemployed  we  do 
not  have  the  necessary  resources 
to  survive  a  major  illness. 

Aging:  forced  to  leave  the  work 
force  with  insufficient  funds,  peo¬ 
ple  find  they  can  not  provide 
themselves  with  the  basic  necessi¬ 
ties  of  life.  Gay  people  are  more 
vulnerable  than  non-gay,  since 
many  are  cut  off  from  all  signifi¬ 
cant  family  ties  and  have  no  one 
to  whom  they  can  turn  for  help  in 
old  age. 

Alcoholism  and  drug  abuse:  the 
most  frequent  contributors  to 
homelessness  are  problems  all  too 
familiar  both  in  and  out  of  the  gay 
community.  Because  gay  life  is  so 
often  centered  in  bars  and  other 
escape  mechanisms  we  are  more 
susceptible  to  becoming  victims  of 
substance  abuse. 

Homosexuality  itself:  for  some 
people  being  gay  is  experienced  as 
so  traumatic  that  their  life  is  liter¬ 
ally  consumed  by  the  passionate 
fire  of  self-hate.  And  what,  for 


Gay 

me,  is  the  most  painful  to  see: 
young  gay  people  who  have  been 
rejected  by  their  families. 

Any  one  or  combination  of  these 
things,  and  one  can  find  them¬ 
selves  out  on  the  street  with  no 
more  than  the  clothes  on  their 
back. 

While  it  can  be  argued  (and  fre¬ 
quently  is)  that  these  people  lack 
the  “coping  skills”  that  might 
help  them  through  disaster,  this  is 
an  oversimplification.  Any  organ¬ 
ism,  human  or  other,  has  a  set, 
limited  amount  of  energy.  The 
amount  of  energy  that  must  be  in¬ 
ternalized  to  fight  inner  battles 
takes  a  proportionate  amount  of 
energy  away  from  coping  with  ex¬ 
ternal  pressures.  We  all  have  a 
breaking  point,  a  point  at  which 
we  become  overwhelmed  by  exter¬ 
nal  forces.  “There  but  for  the 
grace  of  God  go  I,”  is  not  an 
idealistic  phrase. 

These  are  the  factors  that  lead 
to  a  form  of  death  that  does  not 
even  give  release  from  physical 
pain.  What  happens  to  the  person 
living  a  skid  row  existence?  Pavlov 
found  that  if  an  animal  is  locked 
in  a  cage  and  subjected  to  electric 
shock,  in  time,  when  the  door  of 
the  cage  is  opened,  the  dog  makes 
no  attempt  to  escape.  All  of  the 
dog’s  energy  has  been  internal¬ 
ized;  there  is  nothing  left  to  cope 
with  negative  external  forces. 
There  is  not  even  sufficient  energy 
to  accept  a  positive,  beneficial  ex¬ 
ternal  force. 

To  grasp  the  significance  of 
Pavlov’s  experiment  is  to  begin  to 
understand  the  dynamics  of  skid 
row  people.  Here  is  a  “lifestyle” 
which  is  literally  beyond  human 
endurance.  Basic  day  to  day,  hour 
by  hour  survival  is  the  name  of  the 
game. 

There  is,  in  addition,  a  constant 
struggle  to  rebuild  the  shattered 
ego.  There  is  a  metaphysical  law 
that  says,  “like  attracts  like  in  the 
realm  of  the  mind.”  As  love  feeds 
on  love,  so  ego  feeds  on  ego.  To 
rebuild  the  ego  one  finds  someone 
that  is  “worse”  off  than  they  are. 
While  this  is  far  from  the  best 


New  York  City,  1936 

A  Lavender  Herring  Among 


By  Maida  Tilchen 
and  Helen  D.  Weinstock 
In  an  article  entitled  “ Letters 
From  My  Aunt”  (GCN,  Vol.  7, 
No.  50),  I  shared  with  GCN  read¬ 
ers  the  correspondence  I  have  been 


Weinstock,  since  1974.  Helen  is  a 
lesbian,  now  62  years  old,  who  has 
lived  in  such  legendary  gay  scenes 
as  Greenwich  Village  in  the  forties 
and  San  Francisco  in  the  fifties. 
Since  1970,  she  has  made  her  home 


This  June,  Helen  returned  to  the 
U.S.  for  the  first  time  since  1970. 
Her  first  week  back,  by  coinci¬ 
dence,  was  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Week  in  New  York  City,  so  she  at¬ 
tended  her  first  women’s  music 
concert  (Alix  Dobkin  performed) 
and  her  second  lesbian  and  gay 
pride  march.  (Her  first  was  one 
held  in  Tel  Aviv  in  1979  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  International 
Conference  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Jews.)  Helen  and  I  had  not  seen 
each  other  since  1968,  so  we  cele¬ 
brated  our  reunion  by  walking 
around  her  old  neighborhood, 
Greenwich  Village.  One  of  the 
bars  that  she  remembered  was  still 
there,  so  we  stopped  in  while  she 
reminisced.  She  told  me  her  " com¬ 
ing  out”  story: 

Myrtle  and  I  were  both  around 
17  years  old,  living  in  Brooklyn,  I 
on  Union  Street,  she  on  Eastern 
Parkway.  She  and  I  were  very 
close  friends.  Both  of  us  devoured 
books  although  I  had  read  much 
more  extensively  than  she.  She  had 
no  background  in  psychology, 
whereas  I  had  been  through  much 
of  Freud,  Jung,  Adler,  Krafft- 
Ebbing  and  lectures. 

Myrtle  was  rather  introverted.  I 
forget  whether  her  mother  was  a 
widow  or  divorcee  but  I  know  that 
there  had  been  no  father  figure 
around  for  many  years  and  her 
mother  had  a  strong  personality.  I 
was  “analyzing”  Myrt  and  helping 
her  to  come  out  of  her  book  world 
and  mix  with  people  and  I  was 
keeping  a  typewritten  record  of 
her  progress.  (The  self-confidence 


having  with  my  aunt,  Helen  D.  in  Israel,  working  as  a  nurse. 


Helen  0)  In  her  Greenwich  Village  days,  with  “Red,”  a  man  whom 
she  describes  as  “a  notorious  queen  in  New  York.” 


method,  it  seems  to  be  the  one 
most  commonly  used.  On  skid 
row  this  translates  into  “1  may  be 
a  tramp  but  at  least  I’m  not  a 
fag.”  .  .  .  “Or  am  I?” 

For  the  male  skid  row  popula¬ 
tion  loss  of  identity  as  a  man  is  a 
common  denominator.  Because 
all  homeless  men  are  questioning 
their  “manhood”  a  situation  de¬ 
velops  similar  to  that  in  prison, 
with  gays  being  sexually  abused, 
physically  assaulted  or  both. 

Painful  as  skid  row  life  is  for 
everyone,  it  becomes  doubly  so 
for  the  gay  segment  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  If  you  can  for  a  moment  vis¬ 
ualize  yourself  living  in  a  house 
with  hundreds  of  homophobics 
you  have  the  idea;  and  there  are 
few  closets  where  one  can  hide. 
Nowhere  is  one  more  naked  and 
vulnerable  than  on  the  street. 

This  is  no  more  than  a  brief 
skimming  of  an  extremely  com¬ 
plex  situation.  I  hope  it  gives  some 
small  insight  into  the  problem  of 
homelessness  in  general,  and  the 
greater  problem  for  gay  skid  row 
people  in  particular.  I  have  called 
skid  row  “the  graveyard  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  dead,”  and  it  is.  I  hear  con¬ 
stant  talk  of  the  way  people  have 
in  the  past  been  “warehoused”  in 
the  back  wards  of  mental  hospi¬ 
tals.  This  is  precisely  what  has 


happened  to  people  on  skid  row. 

Things  are  changing.  New  ap¬ 
proaches  to  the  problem  are  being 
tried,  especially  here  in  the  north¬ 
east.  Boston  is  in  the  forefront  of 
that  change.  New  and  innovative 
approaches  to  homelessness  are 
being  developed.  I  have  had  the 
rare  privilege  of  being  part  of  and 
learning  from  the  programs  being 
initiated.  It  is  my  dream  to  see 
that  innovativeness  extended  to 
homeless  gay  people.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Mental  Health  Shelter  at 
Parker  Street  has  demonstrated 
that  when  people  with  a  specific 
common  identity  are  removed 
from  the  general  homeless  popu¬ 
lation  much  can  be  done  to  moti¬ 
vate  personal  growth,  in  what  be¬ 
comes  a  safer,  more  accepting  at¬ 
mosphere. 

For  homeless  gay  people  there  is 
most  definitely  a  need  for  a  safe, 
accepting  atmosphere,  something 
that  can  only  be  found  within  the 
gay  community.  What,  then,  can 
we  in  the  gay  community  do  for 
our  homeless  brothers  and  sisters? 

Plenty!  Their  needs  are  many. 
We  can  begin  with  a  program  of 
outreach  within  the  organized 
community.  By  creating  discus¬ 
sion  and  therapy  groups,  we  can 
draw  them  in  and  make  them  part 
Continued  on  page  13 
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of  the  very  young  never  ceases  to 
astonish  me.) 

One  evening,  while  her  mother 
and  her  mother’s  boarder  (later 
husband)  were  playing  cards  in  the 
kitchen,  Myrtle  and  I  were  lying  on 
the  couch  together.  How  it  started, 
I  don’t  remember,  but  before  I 
knew  what  was  happening  we  were 
making  love .  .  .  neither  of  us  hav¬ 
ing  had  any  previous  experience 
.  .  .  it  was  like  an  overwhelming 
tide  of  emotion.  It  was  the  first 
time  I  was  truly  aroused  except  for 
fantasies.  Eventually,  I  had  to  get 
up  and  go  home. 

The  next  day,  as  I  was  working 
in  my  father’s  store,  I  kept  think¬ 
ing  of  it.  I  could  not  believe  it.  I 
thought,  “I  must  have  dreamed  it 
all.”  Finally,  I  phoned  Myrt  and 
said,  “Was  I  over  at  your  house 
last  evening?”  She  said,  “Yes.”  I 
asked,  “Did  anything  unusual 
happen?”  She  said,  “Yes,  are  you 
sorry?”  I  said,  “No,  I’ll  be  over 
again  tonight.” 

And  so  began  my  first  satisfac¬ 
tory  sexual  relationship.  For  some 
months  Myrtle  and  I  were  insepar¬ 
able;  however,  I  finally  became 
conscious  that  our  relationship 
had  deteriorated  intellectually.  We 
no  longer  discussed  books,  music, 
psychology.  Anytime  we  were  to¬ 
gether  alone  it  was  sex,  sex,  sex. 
Also  I  became  worried  that  this 
might  have  a  detrimental  effect  on 
her  life.  Funny,  although  I  knew 
she  wasn’t  gay,  I  never  thought  of 
myself  as  gay  or  not.  I  have  often 
been  insightful  of  others  but  una¬ 
ware  of  my  own  mental  processes. 


Anyway,  I  saw  that  we  were 
really  becoming  enslaved  by  sex  to 
the  detriment  of  all  other  aspects 
of  our  relationship  to  each  other 
and  that  we  were  excluding  other 
people  from  our  lives.  So,  still  in 
the  framework  of  my  “analyzing” 
treatment,  I  explained  to  her  that 
this  which  had  been  between  us 
was  only  a  normal  phase  which 
many  teenagers  go  through  and 
that  it  was  time  to  return  to  a  nor¬ 
mal  life.  Gradually,  I  saw  to  it  that 
we  did  not  meet  as  often  and  there 
was  less  opportunity  and  less 
temptation  for  us  to  indulge  in  our 
favorite  activity.  It  was  not  as  easy 
for  me  as  it  may  sound,  but  I  sin¬ 
cerely  thought  it  was  the  normal 
adolescent  phase  that  would  pass 
in  time. 

A  number  of  years  later  (I  think 
it  was  around  1943)  I  brought  a 
WAC  sergeant  I  was  going  with  to 
visit  my  parents  and  we  stopped  to 
visit  Myrtle  and  her  mother  who 
lived  a  few  doors  up.  It  was  shortly 
after  this  that  Myrtle  joined  the 
women’s  army  and  I’ve  often  won¬ 
dered  if  there  was  any  connection 
—  I  mean,  if  meeting  the  sergeant 
influenced  her  to  join. 

Many  years  later,  I  lost  track  of 
Myrtle  but  her  mother  and  I  be¬ 
came  very  good  friends.  I  told  her 
about  being  gay.  She  told  me  she 
had  had  one  sexual  experience 
with  a  woman  (they  were  both 
hard  up  and  no  man  was  available) 
and  it  had  been  terrific  but  I  never 
told  her  about  my  relationship 
with  her  daughter. 

continued  on  page  1 1 
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ing,  then  watching  one's  pronouns  extremely  carefully, 
and  probably  writing  in  such  an  oblique  and  confusing  way 
that  few  people  will  bother  to  unravel  it  anyway.  As  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  we  are  allowed  into  feminist  and  "new, 
radical"  anthologies  of  poetry  —  in  small  numbers  and 
only  when  our  poetry  holds  to  these  rules  of  "universal" 
appeal. 

For  this  reason,  the  new  Lesbian  Poetry  anthology  is 
important  to  us  as  both  poets  and  readers.  This  is  an  an¬ 
thology  of  poems  by  women  who  have  chosen  to  take  the 
risk  and  suffer  the  consequences  (and  there  are  conse¬ 
quences)  of  publicly  identifying  themselves  as  lesbians. 
They  reject  a  token  acceptance.  Pat  Parker  writes, 
"Everytime  we  heard, /'I  don't  mind  gays/but  why  must 
they  be  blatant?'  and  said  nothing  —  /It  was  an  act  of 
perversion"  (p.  146,  Lesbian  Poetry).  As  Jan  Clausen  puts 
it: 

i  am  a  lesbian,  forfeit 

the  universal,  i  cannot 

tour  Cuba  in  comfort 

nor  read  my  poetry 

to  rooms  with  kind  men  in  them 

smiling  kindly 

to  halls  with  well- 

heeled  poetry 

lovers  in  them 

clamoring  for  truth. 

It  is  probably  logical  that  there  are  lots  of  lesbian  poets 
—  the  act  of  peeling  away  and  discarding  the  realities  we 
were  taught  in  order  to  find  our  true  sexuality  and  identity 
is  not  unlike  the  peeling  away  and  coming  to  terms  which 
is  necessary  to  write  an  honest  poem.  And  this  anthology 
is  by  far  the  most  conclusive  and  inclusive  collection  of 
lesbian  poets  now  available.  Printed  in  a  readable  and 
clear  edition  by  Persephone  Press,  Inc.,  Lesbian  Poetry 
contains  a  much  more  up-to-date  and  wider  selection  than 
the  1975  edition,  Amazon  Poetry.  It  is  one  of  the  very 
few  poetry  anthologies  of  any  kind  which  contains  more 
than  a  token  representation  of  non-white  poets,  and  this 
makes  it  a  far  richer  and  deeper  collection.  The  poets  in¬ 
cluded  range  so  widely  in  class  and  experience  as  well  as 
race,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  hold  onto  whatever 
stereotypes  about  lesbians  one  might  have  when  one  picks 
up  the  book.  It  is  a  relief  not  to  have  to  read  the  (by  now 
standard)  apology  to  working  class  women  or  women  of 
color  which  accompanies  so  many  feminist  publications  — 
the  editors  realized  too  late  that  they  were  not  including 
everyone  and  will  do  better  next  time.  For  all  these 
things,  Elly  Bulkin,  Joan  Larkin,  and  Persephone  Press, 
Inc.,  are  to  be  highly  commended. 

As  for  the  poems  themselves,  as  in  most  anthologies,  I 
liked  some  of  them  a  lot,  others  not  at  all.  My  favorite  po¬ 
ems  are  always  those  which  are  precise  instead  of  gener¬ 
al,  and  which  say  what  they  have  to  say  with  sound  and 
rhythm  as  well  as  meaning. 

When  we  read  Judy  Grahn's  description  of  "Ella,  in  a 
square  apron,  along  Highway  80"  (p.  67): 
she  hides 

her  bad  brown  tooth  behind  a  wicked 
smile,  and  flicks  her  ass 
out  of  habit,  to  fend  off  the  pass 
that  passes  for  affection  .  .  . 

we  don't  need  to  be  told  that  Ella  is  a  working-class  wom¬ 
an  who's  been  oppressed  by  society  —  we  see  Ella,  and 
we  feel  her  in  the  sharp  sizzling  sounds. 

When  we  read  Susan  Griffin's  "This  is  the  Story  of  the 
Day  in  the  Life  of  a  Woman  Trying"  (p.  Ill ): 

And  she  was  hoping  that  the  people  who 
had  asked  her  to  read  poetry  would  pay  for  the  babysitter 
since  the  next  evening  after  that  would  be  a  meeting  of 
teachers  whom  she  wanted  to  meet  and  she  could  not 
afford 

two  nights  of  babysitters  let  alone  one,  actually.  This  was 
the  second  day  her  child  was  sick  and  the  second  day  she  . 
tried  to  write  (she  had  been  trying  to  be  a  writer  for 
years) 

but  she  failed  entirely  the  first  day  because  of  going  to 
the 

market  to  buy  Vitamin  C  and  to  the  toy  store  to  buy 
cutouts 

and  crayons  .  .  . 

we  don't  need  to  be  told  that  this  woman  is  being  chewed 
up  and  worn  out  by  her  responsibilities  and  that  the  state 
should  supply  daycare  and  medical  services,-  we  feel  it  in 
the  worn-out  rhythm  of  the  words  and  in  how  tired  we  get 
as  we  read. 

When  we  read  Grahn's  "A  Funeral  Plainsong"  ("I  am 
your  kind,  i  am  your  wish/kind  of  my  kind,  i  am  your 
best,"  p.  80)  or  Pat  Parker's  "Movement  in  Black"  ("I 
worked  in  the  kitchen /cooked  ham  and  grits/seasoned  all 
dishes/with  a  teaspoon  of  spit,"  p.  137),  we  don't  need 
to  be  told  about  women  chanting  ritual  songs  together.  As 
we  read  these  poems,  we're  doing  it. 

Other  less  successful  poems  have  a  flat  sound  which 
seems  unrelated  to  their  meaning:  they  preach  rather  than 
showing.  Paula  Gunn  Allen  writes,  in  "Wool  Season"  (p. 
61), 

time  to  get  the  wool  in  —  weighed,  paid  up,  settled, 
like  in  the  good  times  when  wool  sold  by  the  tons, 
even  out  of  Cubero. 

Now  it's  petroleum  all  the  way,  and  the  arroyo  gets 

deeper.  Continued  on  Page  12 


Gay  Puzzle 

Shipwreck 

By  William  Blackwell 
This  puzzle  was  inspired  by  a 
similar  one  in  James  F.  Fixx’s 
Games  for  the  Superintendent  (p. 
67).  That  puzzle,  however,  simply 
assumed  heterosexuality:  “Four 
men  and  four  women  are  ship¬ 
wrecked  on  a  desert  island.  .  .  . 
Arthur  loves  a  girl  /sic/  who  loves 
the  man  who  loves  Ellen,  ”  etc., 
etc. 

I  thought  it  would  be  more  in¬ 
teresting  ( and  more  complicated) 
to  include  both  homosexual  and 
heterosexual  characters,  and  also 
to  ask  the  solver  to  determine  each 
character’s  sexual  orientation.  I 
hope  you  find  the  result  amusing. 

Ten  people  of  various  sexual 
persuasions  have  been  ship¬ 
wrecked  on  a  desert  island.  Each 
soon  falls  in  love  with  exactly  one 
other  person,  and  each  is  loved  by 
exactly  one  other  person.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  in  no  case  is  the  feeling 
mutual.  Here  is  the  situation: 

Lou  is  in  love  with  a  straight 
woman  who  loves  the  gay  man 
who  loves  Tim.  Lou’s  sister,  who 
is  straight,  is  in  love  with  a  gay 
man  who  loves  the  man  who  loves 
Boyd.  Everyone  is  furious  with 
the  pilot  of  the  boat,  except  for 
the  person  who  is  loved  by  the 
man  whom  the  pilot’s  sister  loves. 
Neither  Mark  nor  Janet  has  any 
brothers  or  sisters.  Janet  is  not  in 
love  with  Lou.  Mark  and  Boyd, 
who  were  lovers  before  the  ship¬ 
wreck,  can’t  stand  the  sight  of 
each  other  now  that  one  of  them 
has  fallen  in  love  with  a  lesbian, 
who  thoroughly  detests  bisexuals 
and  straights.  Eve  and  her  twin 
brother  Tim  are  both  attracted 
only  to  women;  Eve’s  only  other 
brother  is  Harry.  Pat’s  only  sib¬ 
ling  is  Dave,  and  both  of  them  are 
attracted  only  to  men.  Harry  is  in 
love  with  the  man  who  loves  the 
person  who  loves  Karen.  There 
are  exactly  as  many  bisexual  men 
as  there  are  bisexual  women  on 
the  island. 

With  this  information,  answer 
the  following  questions: 

1 .  Who  is  in  love  with  whom? 

2.  Which  ones  are  gay,  which 
are  straight,  and  which  are  bi¬ 
sexual? 

3.  Is  Lou  male,  or  female?  How 
about  Pat?  (All  the  rest  are  the 
genders  which  their  names  or¬ 
dinarily  imply.) 

4.  Who  is  the  klutz  who  ran  the 
boat  aground? 

5.  Who  is  Lou’s  sister? 

(Note:  For  simplicity’s  sake,  the 

puzzle  assumes  that  some  people 
are  exclusively  “gay,”  others  are 
exclusively  “straight,”  and  still 
others  are  “bisexual.”) 

Solution  on  page  12. 
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Maida  Tilchen  and  Helen  D.  Wetnstock,  in  June,  1981. 

Herring 


Continued  from  Page  10 

Myrtle  did,  eventually,  marry.  I 
never  saw  her  again  after  she  mar¬ 
ried  but  I  heard  that  she  lived  a 
very  adventurous  life  in  the  wilds 
of  Alaska  and  later  in  some  mid- 
western  town. 

After  this  episode  with  Myrtle,  1 
went  about  building  a  “normal 
heterosexual”  life,  dating  boys.  I 
did  meet,  date,  and  go  to  bed  with 
two  fellows  during  this  period, 
but,  despite  my  deep  liking  for 
them,  felt  absolutely  no  physical 
response  to  their  lovemaking  — 
not  disgust,  just  nothing.  In  time,  I 
dropped  the  sexual  bit  entirely, 
putting  it  out  of  my  mind.  There 
was  so  much  more  to  do  in  life: 
books,  music,  bicycling,  hiking, 
and  thoughts  to  share  with  friends. 
I  did  enjoy  parties  and  dancing.  I 
became  quite  adept  at  the  smooth 
“goodnight”  at  the  doorstep  with, 
maybe,  a  light  kiss.  Not  that  boys 
disgusted  me  or  seemed  repulsive; 
they  just  brought  forth  no  pleasur¬ 
able  physical  response  at  all,  so 
why  bother? 

At  age  21,  I  moved  out  of  my 
parents’  home  and  into  a  French 
Pension  on  33rd  Street  between 
8th  and  9th  avenues.  There  I  met 
Vjieko,  a  man  about  20  years  my 
senior.  He  was  Chief  Engineer  on 
a  ship,  an  educated  and  sensitive 
man.  We  went  to  concerts,  to  the 
opera  and  ballet  together.  We 
went  rowing  in  Central  Park,  hik¬ 
ing  in  the  country,  or  wandering 
around  the  city.  He  became  my 
lover  and  I  loved  him  deeply,  but 
he  never  knew  that  I  felt  absolutely 
no  sexual  response  to  his  lovemak¬ 
ing. 

One  day,  when  Vjieko  was  away 


on  a  cruise,  I  saw  a  new  tenant 
coming  into  the  lobby  of  our  buil¬ 
ding.  He  was  a  young  man,  pretty 
rather  than  handsome.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  felt  that  I  must  meet  him  and 
managed  to  get  introduced.  His 
name  was  Adrian,  and  in  the 
course  of  our  conversation  he 
mentioned  that  he  was  going  to  at¬ 
tend  a  masquerade  the  next  night. 
I  thought,  “If  he  is  going  as  a 
woman,  I  know  he  is  one  of 
THOSE.”  I  had,  until  then,  never 
knowingly  met  a  homosexual  (I 
did  not  know  the  word  “gay”)  but 
felt  fascinated  by  this  young  fel¬ 
low. 

Sure  enough,  he  was  planning  to 
go  as  a  woman,  so  I  invited  him  to 
my  room  offering  him  the  loan  of 
my  hat  and  other  accessories 
which  he  accepted  gratefully.  1  did 
not  understand  why  I  was  so  at¬ 
tracted  to  him  —  it  was  certainly 
not  on  a  male/female  level  —  all  I 
knew  was  that  I  had  to  get  to  know 
this  fellow  better,  that  it  was  im¬ 
portant  for  me. 

Two  days  later,  he  returned 
from  the  masquerade.  When  I 
asked  him  about  it,  he  asked  me  if 
I  was  gay.  I  told  him  I  did  not 
know  the  word  so  he  explained  it. 
“You  know,”  I  said,  “I  never 
even  thought  about  the 
possibility.”  I  told  him  about 
Myrtle  and  about  my  reaction  (or 
lack  of  it)  to  male  lovemaking. 
Finally,  1  said,  “Can  you 
introduce  me  to  a  lesbian?  1  would 
like  to  find  out.” 

The  next  day,  he  introduced  me 
to  the  only  lesbian  he  knew.  She 
was  a  hustler  who  preyed  on  wom¬ 
en,  and  although  I  did  not  know 
that  at  the  time,  1  did  recognize 
that  she  was  not  anyone  with 
Continued  on  Page  12 
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ADVERTISEMENT  PAID  FOR  BY  THE 
MARIPOSA  EDUCATION  AND 
RESEARCH  FOUNDATION 


The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  food  and  water  pollution 
and  public  sanitation  is  well  recognized,  whereas  — 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  sex  contact  unfortunately 
has  not  been  taught  to  the  public. 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 

Sierm  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  male  and 
emale  is  still  not  being  taught  the  responsibility  to  wash 
genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  contact, 
eliminating  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  in  protection  of  one’s  own  health  and  that  of 
one’s  sex  partner. 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower 
digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including 
those  which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis 
in  the  female.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  ac¬ 
claimed  booklet  (Available  in  English, iFrenctVand  Spanish.) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 
Not  to  teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  contact  is  to  en¬ 
courage  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  •  WASHING 
THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  contact  will  reduce  the 
possibility  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis 
and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and  water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  CONTACT 
FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into 
urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure. 
Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absence  of 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs 
can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non  gonococcal 
urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersolu- 
ble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore, 
special  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncir¬ 
cumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will 
have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain 
necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 
For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approx¬ 
imately  half  of  tne  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which 
are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND 
DISEASE  PREVENTION  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present  may 
be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  male  and  female  mucous  membranes  (especially 
those  of  the  genito-urinary  system)  are  highly  susceptible 
to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from  the  rectum, 
which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the 
female.  For  example:  as  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  toward  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are 
easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during 
vaginal  as  well  as  rectal  intercourse.  Therefore,  females 
must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina  .... 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  contact  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  design¬ 
ed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper 
cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has 
been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the 
bidet.  It  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the 
United  States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is 
widely  used  and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal 
areas  before  and  after  sex  activities. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about— 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during 
treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the 
GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up 
visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  only  —  the  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube®  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to  pre¬ 
vent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  available  in  U.S.A.  from  cer¬ 
tain  pharmacists  or  Sanitube  Co.,  Mt.  Kisco,  N.Y.  10549. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercial¬ 
ly  avaijable  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  sup¬ 
positories  and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quan¬ 
tities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


Poetry 

Continued  from  Page  11 

and  the  heavy,  imageless  language  makes  us  want  to  stop 
reading. 

When  Clarie  Coss  writes  in  "She  is  an  Older  Person  Now" 
(p.  38): 
mommy 

you  were  always 

always  always 

so  physically  erotic  with  me 

so  much  that  I 

can  be 

with  you 

after  a  six  month  absence 

and  within  a  few  minutes 

this  spontaneous  touching  flows  between  us 

felt  but  not  noticed 

until  now  .  .  . 

we  feel  embarrassed,  and  wish  that  we  could  see  and  feel 
that  touching,  instead  of  being  told  how  spontaneous  it 
was. 

Elsa  Gidlow's  "Cunts  Have  Faces:  Dialogue  Among  Rum¬ 
pled  Sheets"  (p.  4): 

Sensuous  dramatic  ones 
Like  jack-in-the-pulpit 
and  real  man-eaters 
Venus  flytraps:  dick  traps 

is  also  embarrassing,  and  fails  in  its  effort  to  be  cute  and 
in  its  imprecise  imagery. 

Obviously,  it  is  impossible  here  to  discuss  all  or  even 
many  of  the  poets  included  in  the  anthology.  I  was  glad  to 
find  good  solid  representation  of  some  of  my  old  favor¬ 
ites,  including  Judy  Grahn,  Adrienne  Rich,  Olga  Broumas, 
Pat  Parker,  Susan  Sherman,  Robin  Becker,  Joan  Larkin, 
and  Susan  Griffin,-  and  glad  to  discover  some  new  voices  I 
found  particularly  powerful,  including  Sapphire,  Alice 
Bloch,  Cheryl  Clark,  Irena  Kelpfisz,  and  Ana  Kowalkow- 
ska,  to  name  only  a  few.  Since  first  buying  Lesbian  Poetry 
I  have  returned  to  it  many  times,  and  have  found  Elly 
Bulkin's  essays  which  open  and  close  the  collection  helpful 
and  challenging.  Lesbian  Poetry  is  an  important  and  solid 
collection,  and  one  which  grows  on  you.  I  know  that  I  will 
continue  to  use  it,  as  a  reader,  a  teacher,  and  a  lesbian 
poet  in  search  of  models  and  inspirations. 


Solution 


(See  puzzle  on  page  1 1) 

1.  Lou  is  in  love  with  Pat,  who 
is  in  love  with  Harry,  who  is  in 
love  with  Tim,  who  is  in  love 
with  Janet,  who  is  in  love  with 
Karen,  who  is  in  love  with 
Mark,  who  is  in  love  with 
Dave,  who  is  in  love  with 
Boyd,  who  is  in  love  with  Eve, 
who  is  in  love  with  Lou. 


to  Puzzle 

2.  Lou,  Harry,  Mark,  Dave, 
and  Eve  are  gay.  Pat,  Tim,  and 
Karen  are  straight.  Janet  and 
Boyd  are  bisexual. 

3.  Both  Lou  and  Pat  are 
female. 

4.  Boyd  was  the  inept  pilot. 

5.  Karen  is  Lou’s  sister  (and, 
incidentally,  Boyd  is  their 
brother). 


Herring 

Continued  from  Page  11 

whom  I’d  be  able  to  establish  any 
meaningful  relationship.  How¬ 
ever,  I  was  determined  to  find  out 
about  myself  and  took  her  home 
with  me.  Despite  the  fact  that  this 
was  just  plain  SEX  with  no  pre¬ 
tence  of  romance,  I  was  surprised 
to  find  that  I  had  more  of  a  physi¬ 
cal  response  to  her  than  I  had  had 
to  Vjieko  whom  I  truly  loved.  I 
had  no  interest  in  ever  seeing  the 
woman  again;  my  question  about 
myself  had  been  answered,  and 
that  next  weekend  I  went  down  to 
Greenwich  Village  and  began  the 
search  for  my  future  life.  That  is 
when  I  really  “came  out.” 

Forty-one  years  later,  this  June, 
Helen  and  I  marched  up  Fifth  A  ve¬ 
nue  in  celebration  of  lesbian  and 
gay  pride.  She  was  most  impressed 
by  the  realization  that  there  were 
many  groups  with  which  she  could 
march:  the  Gay  Nurses,  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News,  and  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Jews  were  groups  she  proudly 
joined.  The  contingent  of  lesbian 
and  gay  Jews  was  large  and 
international,  for  not  only  Helen, 
but  Jews  from  all  over  the  world 
were  in  the  area  for  the  Inter¬ 
national  Conference  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews  held  the  following 
weekend.  Two  of  Helen’s  friends 
from  Israel  were  there,  native- 
born  Israeli  lesbians.  I  was  quite 
amused  when  Helen  tried  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  them  in  Hebrew  why  the 
contingent  was  singing  ‘‘Go 
Down,  Moses.  ” 

From  New  York,  Helen  came  to 
Boston  for  a  few  days,  where  GCN 
readers  greeted  her  enthusiastical¬ 
ly.  Then  she  went  to  Philadelphia 
for  the  conference  of  lesbian  and 
gay  Jews,  which  she  greatly  en¬ 
joyed.  She  has  now  headed  west, 
and  will  be  traveling  around  the 
U.S.  through  September.  If  you 
happen  to  see  her,  please  give  her  a 
hug  from  her  niece  Maida. 

(If  anyone  would  like  to  read  the 
original  article  on  my  aunt,  it  will 
be  published  in  an  anthology  com¬ 
ing  out  this  spring.  The  book  is  ti¬ 
tled  Nice  Jewish  Girls:  A  Lesbian 
Anthology,  edited  by  Evelyn  Tor- 
ton  Beck  and  published  by  Perse¬ 
phone  Press,  Inc.) 


Sometimes  you  get 
more  than 
you’re  itching  for. 


Intimate  moments  can  make  for  pleasant  memories,  but  occasionally, 
something  a  lot  less  pleasant  lingers  as  well — crabs,  for  example.  Now  there’s 
RID,®  a  liquid  treatment  that  kills  crabs  in  10  minutes  and  provides  rapid  relief 
of  itching.  RID  contains  a  safe,  medically  proven  natural 
ingredient  at  almost  twice  the  concentration  of  the  leading 
non -prescription  product.  Each  package  also  includes 
an  instruction  brochure  and  fine-tooth  comb  for  lice  and  nit 
removal.  You  can  buy  RID  at  your  pharmacy  without  a 
prescription  and  begin  treatment  at  once. 

But  remember,  38%  of  the  people  with  crabs  have  been 
found  to  have  something  worse,  like  VD.  So  if  you  think 
you  may  have  been  exposed  to  something  more  than  crabs, 
see  a  doctor. 

RID— Safe, 
effective  treatment 
for  crabs. 
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Jo  Your  Health 

By  Ron  Vachon,  PA 
The  National  Coalition  of  Gay  Sex¬ 
ually  Transmitted  Disease  Servic¬ 
es  (NCGSTDS)  is  a  network  of 
just  about  all  gay  centers  in  the 
country  that  provide  Sexually 
Transmitted  Disease  (STD)  testing 
and/or  treatment  services  to  gay 
men  *•  >’  of  many  individual  pro¬ 
viders  of  such  services.  A  special 
Task  Force  way  organized  in  June, 

1980  at  the  Current  Aspects  of 
STDs-II  Symposium,  San  Francis¬ 
co,  to  recommend  guidelines  that 
may  significantly  reduce  the 
acquisition  and  transmission  of 
the  STDs. 
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Those  of  us  engaged  in  pro¬ 
viding  health  services  to  gay  men 
all  too  often  get  caught  up  in  the 
treatment  of  disease,  forgetting 
that  the  promotion  of  health  is 
really  what  our  work  is  all  about. 
If  you've  ever  visited  a  gay  STD 
clinic,  you  understand  that  our 
meager  resources  barely  keep  the 
lid  on  a  huge  problem:  balancing 
the  treatment  of  illness  with  the 
promotion  of  wellness.  If  you’re 
lucky,  you’ve  found  a  disease 
treater  who  has  the  know-how  and 
the  nerve  to  discuss  your  sexual 
lifestyle  openly,  guiding  you  with 
his/her  expertise  in  well-ness  pro¬ 
motion.  And,  if  you’re  smart, 
you’ve  tried  to  get  your  hands  on 
all  the  information  you  can  find 
about  sexual  well-being. 

I’m  not  just  talking  about  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases,  though 
Eros-knows  there’s  precious  little 
information  about  them  available 
to  gay  men.  (Thank  you,  straight- 
men-in-charge-of-U.S.-medicine!). 
I’m  also  talking  about  how  you 
feel  about  yourself  and  your  sex 
life.  We’ve  all  seen  the  des¬ 
perate  and  the  lonely  wander¬ 
ing  about  in  search  of  sex  in 
bars,  baths,  bushes.  We’ve  all 
been  there  at  one  time  or 
another... when  our  sense  of  self- 
worth  goes  awry.  I  suspect  it’s 
those  wanderings  with  my  tongue 
hanging  out,  craving  for  sex  & 
touching  &  kindness,  that  have 
helped  me  identify  and  enjoy  my 
sexual  appetite.  Getting  in  touch 
with  myself  means  getting  in 
touch  with  my  sexual  needs.  Stay¬ 
ing  physically  healthy  is  intimately 
connected  to  self-love. 

Gay  STD  workers  with  a  sense 
of  this  “well-ness,”  organized  in  a 
network  called  the  National 
Coalition  of  Gay  STD  Services, 
are  developing  “Healthful 
Guidelines  for  Recreational  Sex.” 
While  unearthing  more  questions 
than  answers,  coalition  members 
are  sick  and  tired  of  shoveling 
against  the  tide:  the  bottom  line 
has  to  be  education  and 
prevention,  not  disease  treatment. 
The  shovelers  have  come  up  with 
some  information  that  I  would 
like  to  share  with  you; 
information  that  can  help  foster 
this  healthy  bottom  line. 

Obviously,  the  factors  in  the 
audit  below  are  considered  by  the 
Coalition  as  important  elements  in 
determining  the  level  of  risk  for 
acquiring  STDs  and  in  providing 
some  guidelines  for  the  sexual  ath¬ 
lete’s  responsibilities  toward  his 
sex  partners.  But,  are  they  import¬ 
ant  enough  to  the  gay  male  com¬ 
munity  to  elicit  some  changes?  If 
you’re  a  50  plus  partners-a-month 
baths  patron  who  forgets  to  wash 
between  partners  because  of  the 
PCP  you’re  on  (supplied  by  your 
neighbor  in  the  Village),  how 
much  attention  are  you  going  to 
give  to  such  factors?  Especially 


since  you  do  go  to  the  clinic 
whenever  you  get  symptoms. 
There  appears  to  be  little  that  any¬ 
one  can  do  to  counter  the  attitude: 
“If  I  catch  anything,  all  I  need  to 
do  is  go  to  the  clinic  for  some 
pills.”  If  you’ve  ever  taken  the 
medication  Flagyl  to  treat  intes¬ 
tinal  parasites,  perhaps  the  ten 
days  of  nausea,  depression,  and 
foul  taste  in  your  mouth  have 
taught  you  something  about  risks, 
responsibilities  and  self-love! 
Routine  Testing 

What  is  routine  testing?  The 
audit  tells  you  what  should  be  rou¬ 
tine  for  you.  Various  people  will 
tell  you, various  conflicting  stories 
about  what  tests  are  needed.  The 
NCGSTDS  recommends: 

Routine  testing  includes  a  blood 
test  for  syphilis,  cultures  for 
gonorrhea  from  the  rectum  and 
the  throat.  (Some  advise  a  penis 
culture  also,  but  it  is  uncomfort¬ 
able  and,  I  suspect,  keeps  people 
from  getting  the  other  tests  as 
often  as  they  should.  If  you  feel 
that  way  about  it,  and  it  isn’t  re¬ 
quired  to  diagnose  a  problem  or 
because  you’ve  been  in  contact 
with  an  infected  person,  then  my 
personal  advice  is  to  refuse  it  and 
get  the  other  tests.  It  is,  after  all, 
your  body,  your  right  to  choose.) 

I  also  urge  regular  visual  exam¬ 
ination  of  the  rectum  (anoscopy) 
for  people  who  engage  in  rectal 
sex,  for  the  early  detection  of 
rectal  warts,  hemorrhoids,  fissures 
—  all  those  rectal  nasties.  Com¬ 
bined  with  regular  examination  of 
your  own  rectum  with  your  own 
finger,  anoscopy  should  probably 
be  done  annually. 

Testing  protocols  for  hepatitis 
are  less  clear.  Periodic  bloodtests 
for  hepatitis  B  antibody  (if  anti¬ 
body  —  (negative),  you’re  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  B;  if  antibody  + 
(positive),  you  have  evidence  of 
immunity  to  B.)  may  be  recom¬ 
mended  after  more  research.  I 
would  urge  a  base  line  test  to 
know  your  antibody  status,  if  you 
haven’t  already  had  B. 

Tests  for  intestinal  parasites  are 
expensive  and  impractical  for 
screening  purposes.  Certainly,  if 
you  have  been  exposed  to  amoe- 
biasis  or  the  others,  get  tested. 
Part  of  the  problem  with  these  is 
the  frequent  absence  of  symptoms 
in  infected  persons.  But  more  re¬ 
search  is  needed  .  .  .  and  simpler, 
cheaper  tests. 

Take  a  careful  look  at  the  seven 
risk  factors  and  responsibility 
issues  identified  above:  you  can 
make  some  changes  to  promote 
your  wellness  .  .  .  you  can  stop 
rimming  strangers;  wash  carefully 
before  and  after;  cut  down  on  the 
booze;  and  keep  out  of  the  back 
rooms.  You  can  get  tested,  free  in 
most  places,  as  often  as  your  audit 
indicates.  However,  routine  STD 
testing,  as  vital  as  it  is,  is  second  in 
my  book  to  routine  STD  ATTI¬ 
TUDE:  “I’m  a  dynamite  person 
with  sexual  needs  and  energies.  I 
have  a  genuine  affection  for  my 
gay  brothers.  The  pleasure  we  give 
each  other  through  sex  is  directly 
proportional  to  our  sense  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  each  other.  Ergo, 
I  feel  good  about  my  self.” 

Routine  STD  Attitude  is  rare, 
folks  —  let’s  fact  it:  we  have  a 
long  way  to  go  before  we  can  all 
say  “I,  the  faggot,  am  a  dynamite 
person.” 

Further  information  and  member¬ 
ship  material: 

NCGSTDS,  Mark  Behar,  Chair¬ 
person,  1637 N.  21st  Road  #9,  Ar¬ 
lington,  VA  22209. 


SEXUAL  LIFESTYLE  AUDIT* 

(Many  factors  must  be  considered  when  determining  a  person’s  risk  for  acquiring  or  transmitting  an  STD.  Seven  major 
categories  of  factors  are  listed  below,  describing  the  relative  risks  as  high,  medium,  or  low.  Give  yourself  3  points  each  time 
you  meet  the  high  risk  criteria  in  each  of  the  seven  categories:  2  points  when  at  medium  risk;  and  /  point  when  at  low  risk.) 

RISK  POINTS 


1.  FREQUENCY  OF  SEXUAL  CONTACT 

More  than  10  different  sexual  partners  per  month 
Between  3-10  different  sexual  partners  per  month 
Less  than  3  different  sexual  partners  per  month 

2.  TYPE  OF  SEXUAL  ENCOUNTER 

Primarily  one-night  only  encounters;  group  sex 
Dating,  or  several  nights  with  same  person;  sex 
within  small  group  of  friends 
Primarily  monogamous  sexual  activity  for  both 
you  and  your  partner 

3.  PLACE  OF  SEXUAL  ENCOUNTER 

Bathhouses;  bookstores;  bars;  theatres 
Public  restrooms;  parks 
Private  homes 


(CIRCLE  ONE) 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

LOW 


HIGH 

MEDIUM 

LOW 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

LOW 


4.  HYGIENE 


5.  DRUG  USE 


Do  you  wash  with  soap  and  water  before  and 
after  sex? 

Do  you  urinate  after  sex? 

Do  you  gargle  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  other 
mouthwash  before  and  after  sex? 

Answer  these  questions  together  as:  Rarely 

Occasionally 

Always 

Indicate  frequency  of  use  before,  during,  or  after 
sex  with  any  of  the  following  drugs: 


HIGH 

MEDIUM 

LOW 


Cocaine  or 
amphetamines 
Barbiturates 
Hallucinogenics 
PCP  (Angel  Dust) 


HIGH 

MEDIUM 

LOW 


“Poppers”  (amyl/ 
butyl  nitrite) 

Marijuana 
Alcohol  (beer,  wine, 
hard  liquor) 

(It  is  thought  that  the  use  of  mood  or  conscious¬ 
ness-altering  drugs,  before,  during,  or  after  sex 
may  effect  decision-making  abilities  that  may 
contribute  to  less  awareness  about  sexual  activi¬ 
ties  practiced  and  with  whom.) 

Frequently 
Occasionally 
Rarely 

6.  GEOGRAPHICAL  AREA 

Where  you  and  your  sex  partners  live  and  have 
sex. 

San  Francisco,  New  York  City,  LA,  Chicago  HIGH  3 

Other  large  urban  areas  MEDIUM  2 

Small  cities,  towns,  rural  areas  LOW  1 

7.  TYPES  OF  SEXUAL  ACTIVITIES  SINCE  LAST  STD  TESTING 

Rectal  intercourse  (fucking  or  getting  fucked), 
rimming,  “scat”,  fist-fucking*  HIGH  3 

Cocksucking  (sucker  at  greater  risk)  MEDIUM  2 

Mutual  masturbation;  body  rubbing;  water  sports  LOW  1 

•Any  type  of  anal  contact,  especially  rimming  or 
“scat”,  is  definitely  associated  with  increased  risk 
for  acquiring  and  transmitting  STDs  such  as 
amoebiasis,  giardiasis,  hepatitis,  etc. 

TOTAL  SCORE 

EVALUATION:  You  rate  as  having  a  HIGH  RISK  LIFESTYLE: 

MEDIUM  RISK  LIFESTYLE: 

LOW  RISK  LIFESTYLE: 

YOU  SHOULD  THEN  HAVE  ROUTINE  STD  TESTING: 

EVERY  MONTH  if  you  are  at  HIGH  RISK 
EVERY  3  MONTHS  if  you  are  at  MEDIUM  RISK 
EVERY  6  to  12  MONTHS  if  at  LOW  RISK 

This  scale  is  a  crude  measurement,  and  many  of  its  criteria  and  concepts  have  not  been  proven  by  scientific  experimenta¬ 
tion.  It  is  intended  as  a  rough  guide  to: 

— increase  men’s  awareness  of  STDs,  risk  factors,  and  preventive  measures 
— stimulate  self-evaluation  of  one’s  sexual  lifestyle 
— encourage  responsibility  for  one’s  health  and  the  health  of  others. 

•Devised  by  the  Berkeley  Gay  Men’s  Health  Collective  based  on  the  NCGSTDS  Guidelines. 


17-21  points 
12-16  points 
7-11  points 
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of  our  community.  We  can  edu¬ 
cate  ourselves  to  understand  their 
special  problems  so  that  we  within 
the  community  will  no  longer  be 
guilty  of  fearing  and  despising 
them  as  everyone  else  does.  Hate 
is  born  of  fear,  fear  is  born  of  ig¬ 
norance.  Knowledge  is  the  solu¬ 
tion  to  both. 

Finally,  there  needs  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  a  shelter  specifically  for  gay 
people.  They  need  a  temporary 
haven  where  they  are  free  to  be 


themselves,  without  the  constant 
fear  of  harassment  and  physical, 
sexual,  and  psychological  abuse. 
In  a  little  corner  free  from  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  directing  all  their  energy 
to  basic  survival  and  fighting  pain, 
they  can  begin  to  direct  some  ener¬ 
gy  toward  moving  in  whatever  di¬ 
rection  they  see  as  more  positive 
for  themselves. 

I  have  tried  to  introduce  you 
here  to  a  world  that  I  feel  most 
people  would  prefer  to  pretend 
does  not  exist,  a  world  that  is  a  liv¬ 


ing  hell  with  gay  people  relegated 
to  the  lowest  corner.  I  think  of 
how  Michaelangelo  relegated  his 
hated  brother-in-law  to  the  lowest 
corner  in  his  painting  of  hell  in  the 
Sistine  Chapel.  I  throw  out  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  gay  community  to 
dare  to  walk  into  this  dark  corner 
and  offer  the  light  of  brotherly 
love  to  help  these  people  find 
themselves,  and  their  place  in  the 
sun.  No  easy  task,  this,  for  at 
present  there  is  no  clear  path  that 
will  lead  them  out. 
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□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$62.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 

$43.50 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 

$25.00  regular 

□  25  weelcs 

$15.00 

$10.00  low  income 
'□  12  weeks 

$8.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
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IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name  . 
Address 
City _ 


.  State . 


.  Zip . 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St. /Boston  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN?  - - - - 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 

Name  _ 


Account  Number 
Expiration  Date  _ 


Signature  _ 

AH  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  " GCN .  ”  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 


(/> 

£ 

<u 


E 

E 


CD 

CD 


Classifieds 

PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
We  actually  went  and  had  some  fun 
And  frolicked  underneath  the  sun 
Amid  the  trees  with  maidens  fair 
And  royal  lads  with  noble  air 
And  wasn’t  the  belly  dancer  neat? 
Repeat,  repeat,  repeat,  repeat! 

I  love  you  more  than  rippling  muscles 
All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Hope  you  got  the  card.  What  an  ass  I 
felt  when  I  realized  that  we  had  goofed. 
Trust  all  Is  well. _ 

TENNESSEE  SOTHERS 
Thank  you  for  your  offer  of  peace  and 
quiet.  Your  sense  of  humor  is  delight¬ 
ful.  It  would  probably  be  sensible  for  us 
to  pack  up  and  leave  this  expensive,  en¬ 
ergy-depleting  city,  but  we  are  not  quite 
ready  to  throw  in  the  towel.  However, 
perhaps  we  could  visit???  Will  write  at 
greater  length  ASAP.  Unicorn. _ 

GAY  BLOCK  ASSOCIATIONS? 

The  West  Village  is  under  constant  at¬ 
tack!  Why  not  DO  something,  now? 
Write  NY  Jacobin  Press,  POB  336,  Mid 
VII  Station,  NY,  NY  11379. _ (3) 

WANNA  BE  PARTNERS??? 

In  a  joint  real  estate  venture  that  could 
be  the  terror  of  a  lifetime?  Unicorn  and 
sother  looking  for  partners)  to  buy  a 
house  in  the  city,  preferably  Back  Bay. 
Everything  seems  to  be  250K  or  more. 
We  acknowledge  our  insanity  in  want¬ 
ing  to  live  in  the  city.  We  also  acknow¬ 
ledge  our  inability  to  afford  to  do  so  — 
alone.  In  unity  (ha)  there  is  strength??? 
Write  Nancy  Walker  at  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston  02108  or  call  426-4469  and  leave 
loving  message. _ 

GM,  5’  10”,  33, 162,  good  shape  &  looks, 
golden  blond,  but  thinning  hair,  seeks  a 
new  friend  with  some  real  emotional 
commitment,  also  in  good  shape,  pref¬ 
erably  working  out.  Am  into  massage, 
TM,  beach,  theater,  films,  teaching,  real 
estate,  self-improvement.  Wd  like  to 
meet  someone  with  similar  interests  or 
complete  opposite  (mechanical  or  ar¬ 
tistic).  No  strong  pref  but  am  especially 
into  foreigners,  Mediterraneans,  &  Lat¬ 
ins.  I  am  and  seek  a  man  who  is  at . 
peace  with  self  and  world.  Am  not  look¬ 
ing  for  people  who  are  very  hairy,  effem¬ 
inate  in  manner  or  voice,  or  over  38  yrs.  I 
enjoy  all  kinds  of  sex,  but  this  is  not 
just  a  sex  ad.  (617)  367-0095;  best  time 
5:30  or  leave  message  after  that  time.  (3) 

LF,  29,  romantic,  tradeswoman,  femin¬ 
ist,  sks  feminine,  assertive  same.  Con- 
verstn,  dining,  outdrs,  freedom,  equal, 
respect,  good  times.  GCN  Box  442.  (3) 

WOMYN  ON  THE  COAST  &  SEA 
Adventure-sail  with  experienced  les¬ 
bian  navigator.  Aug/Sept  trips  to  is¬ 
lands  and  along  N.  Maine  coast.  Slide- 
scale.  Call  Heather(617)  782-0599.  (3) 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  lesbians  of 
your  caliber  reject  ad  answering  as  a 
possible  way  of  meeting  others.  Won’t 
you,  however,  discuss  with  me  alterna¬ 
tive  ways  of  determining  —  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt  —  whether  together 
we  would/wouldn’t  be  happier  than 
apart?  GCN  Box  441 .  _ (4) 

Will  you  be  going  to  the  West  Coast 
Women’s  Music  Festival  In  September? 
GCN  would  love  your  help  in  bringing 
boxes  of  promotional  papers  there  and 
leaving  them  to  be  given  away.  We’ll 
ship  them  to  you.  Help  us  gain  lots  of 
music-loving  lesbian  subscribers! 
Write  GCN  Promotions,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  Write  soon! 

SEX  AD 

If  you  would  like  to  give  lesbian/gay  in¬ 
put  into  a  sex-positive  kids  book  write 
Dee  Michel  do  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. _ 

Driving  from  Boston  to  the  Michigan 
Womyn’s  Music  Festival?  How  about 
helping  GCN  by  taking  boxes  of  news¬ 
papers  to  be  given  away  there?  Help  us 
gain  lots  of  woman-loving  music  fans 
as  subscribers.  Call  Maida  at  GCN, 
(617)  426-4469. _ 

LOST  NOTEBOOK 

Coming  home  from  NYC,  Sunday,  June 
28,  left  small,  olive-green  zippered 

notebook  in  women’s  room  In  How- 
.  ard  Johnson’s  in  Darien,  CT.  It  has  sen¬ 
timental  value.  If  found,  please  contact 
N.  Walker,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108  or  call  (617)  426-4469.  Thank  you. 
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SUSAN  ABOD  IS  COMING 
To  do  a  concert  In  Boston  at  Oasis  355 
Boylston  St.  August  22  8pm.  $5.  A  wim- 
mln’s  music  foremother  who  has  toured 
with  Willie  Tyson  and  Chicago 
Women's  Liberation  Rock  Band. _ 

TOM  WILSON  TOM  WILSON 
In  Concert  In  Concert  Oasis  Oasis  Aug¬ 
ust  8  at  8pm.  SHARP  355  Boylston 
Come  hear,  feel,  share,  and  laugh  with  a 
forefather  in  gay  men's  music.  $5. 
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NEW  ENGLAND  WOMEN’S 
MUSICAL  RETREAT 

Margie  Adam,  Alix  Dobkin, 
Maxine  Feldman,  Terry  Garthwaite 
And  Many,  Many  More  . . . 
Concerts,  Camping,  Food, 
Workshops,  Accessibility  for 
Handicapped,  Childcare. 
Women  Only  Please. 
Advance  Tickets:  $35/40/48 
Labor  Day  Weekend 
Cornwall,  Connecticut 
For  Info  or  Tickets 
SASE  to:  NEWMR 
Box  14269,  Hartford,  CT  06114 


ROMANTIC  THIN  TOP  MALE 
Any  age  needed  by  W  artist  own  water¬ 
front  home  south  of  Boston  alone  need 
a  friend  to  trust  more  than  once  (617) 
472-5576  or  GCN  Box  436. _ (10) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  la  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  s  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
QM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

List  of  gay  radio/cable  TV  shows  in  Uo, 
Canada.  $1,  John  Zeh,  Box  19158, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219. _ (c) 


INVEST  IN  A  DYKE  LAWYER 
A  year  of  GCN  salary  +  Reagan  budget 
cuts  =  no  $$$  for  law  school  for  this  ex¬ 
news  editor.  Can  you  help  with  a  long¬ 
term,  low-interest  loan  and/or  a  contri¬ 
bution?  Write  Denise  Sudell  c/o  GCN. 
Thanks. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you. 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  require 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary, 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 
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SERVICES _ 

LESBIAN  BOOKSERVICE 
Specializing  in  lesbian  fiction  and  non¬ 
fiction.  Discreet.  Send  SASE  for  free 
booklist  to:  ALWIN  Enterprises,  PO  Box 
70185,  Sunnyvale,  CA  94086. _ (5) 


MASTERCARD/VISA 

Wd  you  like  a  MASTERCARD  or  Visa? 
You  may  obtain  one  regardless  of 
your  previous  credit  history. 

For  information  send  $20  to 
Houston  Credit  Counselors 
1713  Westheimer,  Houston,  TX  77098 
Money  back  guarantee 


COUPLES  THERAPY  GROUP 

For  Couples  Interested  in  Growth 
Individually  and  Together 
Insurance  Accepted 
Bellville  &  Associates 
Copley  Square 
(617)  266-1450  For  Info,  Appt. 


Counseling  group  for  gay  men  —  Sc 
VT,  NH  &  western  Mass  —  meets 
weekly  in  Brattleboro,  VT.  For  info  call 
(802)  257-1527.  (Exp’d  gay  therapist.)  (4) 
GAY  YOUTH  —  THERAPY  GROUP 
starting  at  Fenway  Health  Ctr,  coming 
out,  relationships,  family  issues.  Ages 
18-21.  Call  Jim  Fishman,  MSW; 


NATlCK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA  ' 


Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 


Quality  child  care  in  my  home 

on  Beacon  Hill.  Weekdays  and  some 
evening  hours  available  at  this  time.' 
367-8038, 8-10  am  —  Barb. _ (c)’ 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES  I 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr.  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Send  SASE  for  details  to 
R.E.  Main,  70  Government  St. 
Kittery,  Maine  03904 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP' 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 

(28) 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATE? 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group  &  Couples 
Counseling; 

Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUP  FOR 
GAY  PROFESSIONALS 

Therapy  group  for  gay  professionals 
(men)  now  being  formed  by  a  licensed 
clinical  psychologist.  Gay  &  general 
issues  of  personal  adjustment,  relation¬ 
ships,  &  self-conception.  For  more  info 
re  group  call  Dr.  Meshoulam,  491-3801 
or  write  GCN  Box  419.  Blue  Shield  & 
other  health  insurance  payments  ac- 
ceoted. _ _  (c) 

TOP  TO  BOTTOM 

Residential  commercial  cleaning  at 
your  convenience.  Reliable,  efficient, 
ref.  Cooking  also.  10  yrs  exp.  Reason- 
able  rates.  Colleen  527-5398. _ (4) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Rmmt  GM  or  F  own  Ig  bdrm  So  End  1 
blk  2  T.  Non  smoker,  250/mo  util  inc  rec 
ren  avail  Aug  1.  Call  eves  (617)  266-1082. 

(JL) _ 

2  GF  sk  same  25  pis  for  friendly,  indept 

&  quiet  coun  style  hse  near  T  in  Win¬ 
chester  10  min  to  Bos.  Priv  rms.  Aug  1, 
120/mo  pis  util.  Smkrs  OK.  729-1148, 
5-10  eves. _ (3) 

GM  sks  same  w/apt  to  share  or  to  go 
looking  immed.  Call  247-3321  leave 
message,  will  return  call.  _ (4) 

LF  sks  same  28-38,  neat  &  responsible, 
to  shr  Irg  modern  So  Shore  house,  nr 
bus,  beautiful  location.  $215  incls  util. 
659-2900  after  7  pm,  please. _ (4) 

3  women  seek  2  more  (25  pis)  for  large 

farmhouse  in  Concord,  MA  w/lots  of 
land.  Avail  Aug  15.  Rent  133  pis  util.  Exc 
living  sit.  Call  369-2140. _ (4) 

Lesbian  hsehold  sk  respons  25  pis  to 
share  btful  home  in  Wayland  nr  MA 
Pike,  lake  &  many  extras.  Pri  yard,  patio, 
porch,  game  rm,  wood  stove,  veg  gar¬ 
den.  $125  &  sec  dep  &  util.  Aug/Sept  1. 
653-2142. _ (5) 

F  editor/musician  seeks  F  for  clean  2 
bdrm  Inman  Sq  apt  from  Aug  8,  $168  inc 
ht.  Pamela  497-1311  until  10  pm.  I  love 
cats  but  not  smoking  or  drugs. _ (5) 

QUIET  ROOM  NEAR  THE  PRU 
Small  student-type  room  for  quiet  guy. 
Has  small  refrig  &  stove.  Please  no  tran¬ 
sients,  no  smoke,  no  dope,  no  drag. 
$35/wk.  Ray  536-4589.  Only  8  am  to  8 
pm.  Thanks. _ (c) 

LF,  30,  student,  seml-veg,  w/cats  to 
share  2  bdrm  apt  in  Brighton.  $155  plus 
util.  Call  783-2412  avail  8/15. _ (3) 

2  LF's  need  one  more  to  share  3  bdroom 
Inman  Sq  Camb  apt  for  $133  per  mo. 
Homey  &  comfortable  apt  call  492-4029 
eves. _ (4; 

Cambridge,  Inman  Sq  responsible  & 
neat  M  or  F  wanted  to  share  2  bedrm 
apt  $145/mo  includes  heat.  Avail  8/1. 
Call  eves  492-0697.  John. _ (4) 

LF  artist  looking  for  same  to  share  spa¬ 
cious  apt  Mission  Hill  sunrise  view  bk 
porch  access  to  T  friendly  L’s  nxt  dr. 
$112  pis  ut.  Call  Nancy  before  5  pm. 
734-2842.  (4) 


LF  non-smoker  sks  same  for  6  rm  JP 
apt.  125/mo  plus.  Nr  T  w/off-St  parking. 
No  pets,  pis.  Avail  8/1.  Eves,  6-10 
524-2387  or  522-2189. _ (50) 

GM/LYNN-SWAMPSCOTT  LINE 
GM  w/2  cats  seeks  GM  21  to  35  to  share 
sunny  furnished  5-room  apt  nr  King’s 
Beach.  Must  be  neat  responsible  &  con¬ 
siderate.  Prefer  non-smoker.  Low  rent. 
Call  6-9  pm,  595-1237. _ (1) 

GCN  writer,  quiet,  neat,  needs  a  place 
to  live  beginning  end  of  Aug.  Prefer 
coop  household.  Call  Larry  at  GCN, 
426-4469. _ (s) 

LF  22  sks  LF  22-28  for  charming,  fun  2 
br  apt  in  Newton  Upper  Falls.  225  +  . 
May  1.  Nr  T,  Pike,  9,  128.  No  smokers, 
cats.  Yard,  garden,  fully  furnished.  Kelli 
964-3245, 4-9  pm  or  965-3068,  days,  (c) 

IMMENSE  SOMERVILLE  LOFT 
seeks  third  roommate.  Private  bedroom 
&  lots  of  common  workspace.  $155/mo 
incl  heat.  Call  Nancy  628-0617. _ (c) 

LF  sks  2  of  same  to  shr  cmftble  hse  in  . 
Wellesley.  $250+  shr  of  util.  Avail 
immed  235-6543  if  no  ans  pis  try  again 
later. _ (43) 

Back  Bay  —  looking  for  roommate  to 
share  large  apt,  Aug  1  or  Sept  1  or  look¬ 
ing  for  established  household  to  move 
into.  I  will  consider  other  areas.  I  will 
also  consider  looking  for  a  new  apart¬ 
ment  with  someone.  I  am  a  30  yr  old 
professional  looking  for  friendly  people 
to  live  with.  Ask  for  Jim  at  the  Water- 
ship  487-0094  or  Jim  at  PO  Box  918 
Provlncetown,  MA  02657. _ (4) 

GF  soc  wkr  seeks  warm  indep  compat 
GF  to  share  spacious  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Newton  w/frpl  por/garden.  Lng  walk  to 
T.  Rent  200  pis  util.  277-5970. _ (4) 

3  LF  looking  for  2  more  to  complete  JP 
home  24  pis.  $90  pis.  Call  524-6209, 
you’ll  be  glad  you  did! _ (5) 

PENPALS _ 

GAY  WOMEN  WRITE/MEET 
Everywhere  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  A  supportive, 
confidential  family.  7  yr  reliable 
reputation.  Intro  copy  $4  (mailed 
discreetly  first  class).  Free  info:  P.O. 
Box  117,  Novato,  CA  94948. _ (8) 

REAL  ESTATE 

VERMONT 

The  hideaway  you  always  dreamed  of? 

3  acres  on  a  Vt  hillside  —  one  rm  cabin, 
no  heat,  elec  or  running  water,  but  a 
year-round  mountain  stream  just  10  yds 
away.  Nearest  neighbors  almost  a  mile 
off.  Weston,  VT  right  in  heart  of  Green 
Mt  Nat  Forest.  Will  sell  or  lease  on  long 
term  basis.  (617)  259-0063. _ (c) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO.  "v 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Careful,  cheerful,  &  cheap  movers. 
Anything,  anywhere,  anytime.  4  years 
experience  with  dollies,  pads  &  straps. 
Reliable.  783-0588,  925-5088,, 
_ 


RIDES _ 

Wanted:  Ride  to  Albany,  Woodstock  or 
Kingston,  NY  area  weekends.  LF  can 
drive  standard.  Share  $.  Call  eves  (617) 
625-1692  or  523-8527  (8-1 1  am).  (4) 

FOR  SALE _ 

GOLDEN  RETRIEVER  PUPPIES 
AKC  reg,  champion  bloodline.  Beauti¬ 
ful,  healthy  pups  ready  to  go  July  28. 
-  Would  love  them  to  go  to  lesbian  or  gay 
homes.  (617)  661-2595  Camb,  any  time 
on  weekend  or  btw  5  &  10  on  weekdays. 
L3) 

YAMAHA  400  SX  Special  II 
1980  Catalina  blue  motorcycle  w/elec- 
tric  start.  Only  500  miles,  never  been 
dumped,  never  been  off  road,  never 
been  in  the  rain!!  A  steal  for  $1295  bell 
helmet  included!!  Call  Maureen  at 
327-1317  evenings. _ 

RESORTS _ 

Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford, 

Provlncetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 

_ May  thru  November _ 

INWOOD  MANOR 
Vermont’s  “real"  guest  house! 
European  cuisine  —  clean  rooms 
Private.  Relaxed.  Friendly 
For  res/info  call  (802)  633-4047. _ (3) 

THE  ANDREWS  INN 
Bring  your  lifestyle  with  you. 

A  perfect  place  for  lovers! 

Call  now  for  reservations  or 
Free  Brochure  (802)  463-3966.  (3) 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
’  At  the  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provlncetown  MA  02657 
(617)487-1197 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Driver  trainee  needed  by  bi  tractor  trail¬ 
er  driver.  See  USA.  Will  need  to  relo¬ 
cate.  Duties  Include  driving,  loading  & 
unloading.  Help  maintain  apt  bldgs  & 
grounds  when  not  trucking.  Must  be  21 
or  older.  Write  K  Fox,  Box  164,  Beecher 
Falls,  VT  05902.  _ (3) 

Bkkp/Sec  $1040/mo,  excellent  benefits. 
Sonoma  County,  CA  (707)  762-2415.  (3) 

FRENCH  TUTOR  WANTED 
to  help  me  practice  conv  French.  Native 
speaker  preferred.  Merci.  Bob  (617) 
367-3919. _ (3) 

MEDICAL  RECEPTIONIST 
Busy  health  center  seeks  medical  re¬ 
ceptionist.  Experience  preferred.  Excel- , 
lent  benefits,  flexible  hours.  Minority 
applicants  encouraged.  Send  resume  to 
FCHC,  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02115. _ (3) 

MESSENGER/OFFICE  WORK 
needed  for  busy  Cambridge  (MIT  area) 
office.  Duties  include  deliveries  viaT  in 
Greater  Boston  area,  office  mainten¬ 
ance  including  cleaning,  whatever  else 
is  needed.  Gay  owned,  gay/straight, 
male/female,  casual  atmosphere  (but 
lots  of  work!).  This  is  an  entry-level 
(min.  wage)  job,  but  not  a  dead-end, 
either.  Write  Box  290,  118  Mass.  Ave., 
Boston  02115. 
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Classifieds 

GWM,  33  yrs  old,  In  wheelchair,  needs 
help  9  hrs/wk,  3.50/hr.  Call  262-6632.  (3) 

STAFF  THERAPISTS 
HCHS,  a  licensed  mental  health  ctr  sks 
2  staff  therapists  to  wrk  with  gay/les¬ 
bian  clients.  Master’s  pref.  2  yrs  clinical 
exp.  40  hr  positions.  Send  resumes  to 
HCHS-Personnel-MH,  Suite  855,  80 
Boylston,  Boston  021 16. _ (5) 

PLUMBER,  ELECTRICIAN  AND  CAR¬ 
PENTER  needed  to  help  renovate 
house.  Call  Jil  426-4469. 

APARTMENTS 

DORCH-FIELDS  COR 

4  rm  apt,  sunporch  $360  Incl  ht  &  utils. 

Avail  Aug  1.  Just  remod.  Sec  dep  req. 
282-5610, 7-9  moms. _ (3) 

5  rm  duplex  Allston  nr  Harvard  Bus. 

School,  avail  Aug  1,  $535  Inc  ht.  Safe, 
convenient  neighborhood.  547-2521, 
leave  message. _ (3) 

NORTH  SHORE  RESID  AREA 
Lynn/Salem  first  fl  apt  4  large  rms  new¬ 
ly  remodeled  heat  &  ht  water,  near  bus¬ 
lines,  prlv  parking  &  yard.  No  pets, 
adults  only.  425/mo.  Refs  nec.  (617) 
595-3050. _ (3) 

SOUTH  END-WORCESTER  SQ 
Newly  renovated  large,  sunny  1  bdrm, 
street  floor  apt  w/separate  entrance  in 
owner-occupied  building.  Modern  bath 
w/dresslng  rm,  kitchen  w/dishwasher  & 
disposal,  reflnished  wood  floors,  ex¬ 
posed  brick  walls.  $425  including  heat. 
267-2456. _ (3) 

SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQ 
Eff  apt  w/eat-in  kit,  ref  fls,  firepl,  VG 
cond,  share  bath.  All  ht  &  util  Inc.  First, 
last,  1  mo  sec.  $210/mo.  262-8842  eves; 
days,  426-6900,  ask  for  Joe. _ (7) 

So  End  Columbi  a  Ave,  i+OO/mo.  First  & 
last  month.  3  is  &  bath.  All  utils. 
247-0018 _ (49) 

FREE  RENT  in  exchange  for  work  reno- 
vating  house.  Call  Jil  426-4469. 

GCN  SPECIALS 

CASSETTE  RECORDERS  NEEDED! 

If  you  have  an  old  cassette  recorder 
(that  works!)  which  you  don’t  use  any 
more,  and  would  be  willing  to  give  to 
GCN  for  interviews,  etc.,  please  send  it 
to  us  at  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02108.  Thanks! 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
II  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  QWM,  QWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  wall,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 


GCN  NEEDS  INDEXERS! 

GCN  has  an  Index  system  which  is  fal¬ 
ling  behind  and  thus  a  valuable  tool  is 
not  fulfilling  its  function. 

Indexing  requires  a  willingness  to 
follow  the  existing  framework  which 
was  established  some  years  ago;  it's 
too  late  to  start  all  over.  Indexing  isn't 
particularly  creative  work;  In  fact,  some 
people  might  call  it  drudgery.  However, 
if  you'd  like  to  make  a  modest  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  cause  of  Lesbian/Gay  schol¬ 
arship  and  if  you  have  some  time  (VERY 
flexible  hours)  we'd  be  more  than  happy 
to  show  you  what  needs  to  be  done. 
Call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469. 

THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and 
layout  6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.(near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops), 
2nd  floor.  426-4469. _ _ 

FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11  pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. _ 

FAN  FAN  THE  TULIP 
It’s  that  sweltering  time  of  year  again, 
and  there  seem  to  be  more  swelterers 
than  usual,  so  we  could  use  another  fan 
or  two.  If  anyone  out  there  wants  to  fan 
a  faggot  or  delight  a  dyke,  please  give 
us  a  call  at  426-4469.  Ask  for  Mike. 

Volunteer  typists  needed.  Set  your  own 
hours.  Call  Amy  or  Mike  at  426-4469  and 
they'll  tell  you  what  is  needed  at  the 
time.  Thank  you. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

v  METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Commun¬ 
ion  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

.0  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  AcfTvIst  'Alll-J 
ance/Morrls  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarian  Fellowship,  Normandy' 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info;  (201) 
691-0388. _  . 

GAY  SCIENTISTS,  ENGINEERS 
Washington  Area  Gay  Scientists,  a  so¬ 
cial  organization  for  men  &  women  in 
VA,  MD,  DC,  is  growing  fast.  For  info: 
POB  4614,  Arlington,  VA  22204.  (3) 

MEN  In  LOVE  WITH  BOYS.  . . 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-M,  NYC,  NY  10018. _ (9/6) 


WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands  to¬ 
gether  into  a  single  political  force  and 
to  unite  women  with  ail  the  oppressed, 
we  need  our  own  political  party.  Sup¬ 
port  groups  for  men.  For  info,  send 
SASEto  Political  Discussion  Group,  c/o 
Cambridge  Women's  Ctr,  46  Pleasant 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (c) 

A  ROSE  AMONG  THE  THORNS 
There  is  a  rose  budding  among  the 
thorns  In  Bristol  County.  The  Bristol 
County  Homophile  Alliance  for  Political 
Action  is  that  rose.  Would  you  like  to 
see  the  rose  bloom?  To  do  so  we  ask 
only  that  you  send  us  one  dollar. 
BCHAPA  Box  107,  Dartmouth,  MA 
02174.  Thank  you.  (20) 

■  -  JOIN  INTEGRITY" 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  Friends.  Chap-* 1 
ters  In  major  cities,  worship  program, 
isoclal  events.  Free  publication  sample 
on  request.  Write  J.  Lawrence,  10 
Mercier  Ave.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 
(617)262-3057.  ,, _  (26) 

r~  identitV  house- 

{Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
jgroups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-IOpm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.21 2-243-81 81. 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
hen  you're  In  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
or  the  latest  information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
{where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
;and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  noonjll  midnight.  (20) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

United  Methodists  for  Gay  And 
i  Lesbian  Concerns  Resurrects! 
Write  —  Affirmation,  Box  202 
745  Comm  Ave,  Boston,  MA  02215. 
_ (50) 

New  women’s  media  gp  committed  t(* 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  SJor  resume  to  Women’s 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135. 367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 

■  Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 


jwi 
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GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  CambM A  02138.  (36) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  02114.  (c) 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  PI.,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  (Old 
West  Church).  Office  523-7664.  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome.  _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
{Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
imunlon  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU  7 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  In  the  country  I 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
Ith  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep- 
esentatlon,  national  legislation,  Infor- 
Vnation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-dlserlminatlon 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
iwork— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  Includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011.  4 _ 

PUBLICATIONS 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women’s 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you 
monthly  feminist  news,  reviews,  fea¬ 
tures,  community  forum,  calendar  & 
more.  Subs  are  just  $8/yr,  sample  copy 
$1.  545  Athol  Ave,  Oakland,  CA  94606. 
_ (1/mo) 

Astro  Boy  Booklet  for  old  fans.  NJ  Ja¬ 
cobin  Press,  POB  8011,  Jersey  City,  NJ 
07308  (seeking  cartoonist) _ (3) 

GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible 
socialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  & 
unique  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we’re  “invaluable."  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL 60622.  (29)  (30x) 


ir 
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Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  In 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 
$1  for  sample  Issue.  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235, 

'  Contook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

MAIL  ORDER  LESBIAN/ 

Feminist  annotated  booklist  —  send 
three  first  class  stamps.  Womansplace 
Bookstore,  Box  GCN,  2401  N  32nd  St., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85008. _ (9/8  or  even) 

Free  lesbian  catalog  of  books,  send  two 
15«  stamps,  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station,  NY  1 1746,  (516)  427-1289.  (12) 

FOCUS  CONTEST!! 

Focus’  annual  prose  contest:  $35.00 
prize  for  best  essay,  story,  or  personal 
history.  Focus  has  first  publication 
rights  on  all  entries  submitted.  Enclose 
SASE  for  return.  Contest  closes  Aug.  7, 
1981.  Send  to  Focus,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge,  M  A  02138. _ (4) 

^  '  hOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY?  * 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  Into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
'the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  telle 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
,to  do  If  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

Subscribe  to  BIG  MAMA  RAG,  a 
monthly  feminist  newsjournal.  $6  per 
year,  $10  outside  the  U.S.,  FREE  to 
prisoners.  Contact  BMR,  1724  Gaylord, 
’Denver,  CO  80206. _ 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press 
publication,  welcomes  review  copies, 
authors’  queries,  and  subscriptions: 
$5.00  for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor 
Station,  Boston,  MA02123. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America’s 
oldest  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs 
continuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry, 
reviews,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our 
only  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  mnth. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb, 
MA  02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6 
issues.  $1.35  + 40c  postage  for  sample 
copy.  $10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  enve¬ 
lope.  For  further  info  (617)  259-0063. 


Prisoners' 


TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO,  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON,  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR 
BONDAGE.  (Alexander  Berkman, 
Memoirs  ol  a  Prison  Anarchist) 

iiiiiiiinimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiuiniitiiiiiilimi 
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I  am  a  delight  for  your  apetite.  So  drop 
me  a  line  and  you  will  find,  “variety  is 
the  spice  of  life”!!  Very  creative  Aquar¬ 
ius.  Ms.  Ella  SIMMONS,  Box  180  #6193, 
Muncy  PA  17756. 


am  writing  in  regards  to  finding  a  nice 
penpal.  Someone  I  can  relate  to  mental¬ 
ly.  I  am  25  and  a  black  sister  born  under 
sign  on  Scorpio,  looking  for  a  nice 
friend,  color  doesn’t  matter.  Send  re¬ 
plies  to  Flora  REID,  Box  180,  Muncy,  PA 
17756. 


Greetings.  I  am  a  Capricorn,  25,  ob¬ 
sessed  with  the  delightment  of  my  gay 
way  of  life.  I  am  seeking  a  companion, 
very  open  minded  and  intelligent.  Age 
or  color  doesn't  matter.  I’m  a  free  spirit 
awaiting  a  pleasant  response.  Patricia 
CUNNINGHAM,  Box  180,  Muncy,  PA 
17756. 


would  very  much  like  a  penpal  to  have 
an  open  caring  relationship  with. 
Please  write  to  Linda  SELF  #6188,  Box 
180,  Muncy,  PA  17756. 


I  am  getting  out  Aug.  25  of  this  year  and 
need  very  much  to  connect  with  some 
people  who  care.  Right  now  I  am  alone 
All  I  have  is  my  poetry  and  songs.  I  neec 
to  hear  from  folks  who  understand  how 
hard  it  is  to  face  what  is  out  there.  Hope 
to  hear  from  you  soon.  Joan  BUSHEE,  7 
Farrell  St.,  South  Burlington,  Vermont 
05401. 


GCN  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

WE  SEND  FREE  SUBS,  BOOKS  (WHEN 
AVAILABLE)  AND  RUN  PENPAL  ADS 
(THERE’S  SOMETIMES  A  LONG  WAIT¬ 
ING  LIST  BECAUSE  SPACE  IS  LIMIT¬ 
ED!),  AND  LITTLE  BY  LITTLE  WE’LL  BE 
LOOKING  FOR  OTHER  WAYS  TO  SUP¬ 
PORT  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
BEHIND  BARS  (WITH  LETTERS  OF 
PROTEST  FOR  MISTREATMENT  OR 
DENIAL  OF  RIGHT  TO  RECEIVE  GCN 
AND  WITH  ARTICLES  ON  THE  POLI¬ 
TICS  OF  “CRIME”  AND  PUNISHMENT). 
WE  REALLY  NEED  HELP  DOING 
THESE  THINGS.  IF  YOU  CAN  HELP 
WITH  YOUR  TIME  OR  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION,  SEND  TO  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
PRISONER  PROJECT  OR  CALL  MIKE 
AT  GCN.  THANKS! 


A  buddy  of  mine  gave  me  the  first  copy 
I’ve  seen  of  your  paper.  And  let  me  tell 
you  I  think  it’s  great  what  you’re  doing. 
And  I  want  to  say  keep  it  up.  Please  put 
an  ad  in  the  penpal  section  for  me. 
Looking  for  someone  to  share  a  long 
lasting  relationship  with.  Delmus 
NICHOLS,  Box  149  #80  B  1217,  Attica, 
NY  14011 _ 

I  think  you  are  doing  a  great  service  to 
the  gay  community  and  hope  you  will 
continue  your  efforts.  I  would  like  to 
correspond  with  mature,  fun  loving 
individuals.  My  interests  are  writing 
poetry,  singing,  outdoors,  paddleboard, 
tennis,  loving,  and  table  games.  Will 
answer  all  letters.  Anthony  W.  OWENS 
#204267,  Box  B,  Anamosa,  Iowa  52205 
Thank  you  for  the  newspapers  you  have 
been  sending.  For  once  I  really  know 
that  I  am  not  alone.  The  library  here  has 
no  gay  books  and  won't  order  any.  I 
would  like  to  read  "Reflections  of  a 
Rock  Lobster.”  Anything  I  can  do  to 
help— just  ask.  Gregory  KOZLOWSKI 
#2729,  P.O.  Box  1000,  Lincoln,  Illinois 
62656 _ 

I  have  no  friends  or  relatives  and  am 
alone.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  all  bi¬ 
sexuals  who  care  and  are  willing  to 
make  a  friend  and  possible  lover.  I  have 
2V4  years  left  of  a  7  year  term  and  will 
answer  all  letters.  Larry  ROGERS,  Box 
87,  Menard  Illinois  62259 _ 

In  dire  need  of  correspondence.  My 
interests  are  many,  my  pleasures  are 
few,  and  I  hope  that  someone  will  write 
me.  I  will  answer  all  letters  promptly. 
George  CURRY,  #162069,  15802  St.  Rt. 
104,  Chillicothe,  Ohio  45601 


I  have  been  trying  to  get  GCN  for  2 
years  as  it  is  one  of  the  few  papers  we 
can  have.  I  would  be  very  much  inter¬ 
ested  in  all  information  on  the  gay 
movement,  laws  passed,  etc.  Kim  Leo 
EMIG  A- 159973,  M.I.P.C.  Program,  Box 
779,  Marquette,  Michigan  49855 
I  would  sure  love  to  receive  some  mail 
or  even  have  the  address  of  someone  to 
write.  Life  behind  these  bars  is  sure 
hard  enough  and  no  one  understands 
the  needs  or  feelings  of  a  gay  person. 
Any  help  will  be  deeply  appreciated. 
GuRu  STEVENS,  Unit-C,  Box  114585 
L-4,  Reidsvill,  Georgia  30499 
I  would  like  to  get  on  your  pen  pal  list. 
Doing  50  years  for  drug  related  crimes. 
Will  answer  all  letters.  Maurice  E.  GRIF¬ 
FIN,  Jr.,  #102191,  500  Spring  St.,  Rich- 
mond,  Virginia  23219 _ 

I  am  gay  and  would  like  to  hear  from 
someone.  Would  like  to  have  an  under¬ 
standing  relationship  from  a  person 
who  understands  homosexuality. 
Hopefully,  this  could  lead  up  to  some¬ 
thing  beautiful.  I  have  no  contacts  from 
the  outside  world.  I’ll  be  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  my  first  issue  of  your  paper. 
Frank  E.  LANGDON,  #162-418,  Box  511, 
Columbus,  Ohio  43205 

1  got  a  copy  of  your  paper  from  a  friend 
and  really  loved  it;  the  best  I’ve  read  in  a 
long  time.  I’d  also  like  to  get  letters 
-please  send  stamp  with  each  letter,  if 
possible  will  answer  all  letters.  John 
LLOYD  #13671,  Box  14-Unit  #11,  Boise, 
.Idaho  83707 _ 

Before  I  came  to  prison  I  was  around 
gay  people  all  the  time,  and  like  writing 
and  talking  to  them.  I  am  a  lonely  man 
looking  for  a  gay  friend  to  correspond 
with.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Kirby 
ABRAM  #38319,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City,  MO  65102. 

I  am  writing  with  hope  that  you  can 
assist  me  with  a  matter  of  utmost 
importance.  I  am  incarcerated  and  have 
no  family  whatsoever.  I  would  like  other 
gay  people  to  write  me.  I’m  honest  and 
sincere,  and  will  answer  all  letters.  I'll 
be  out  shortly  and  would  like  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  loving,  caring  relationship  with 
someone.  August  GORDON,  P.M.B. 
#77029,  Magnolia  3,  Angola,  LA  70712 
Would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone 
willing  to  be  open,  honest,  sincere,  and 
a  steady  correspondant.  I’m  behind  the 
walls  of  the  biggest  walled  prison  in  the 
world,  and  a  warm,  caring  letter  from 
the  free  world  can  help  me  get  beyond 
these  walls.  Gerald  B.  GRANT  #118768 
Box  ”E’’,  Jackson,  Ml  49204 


Thank  you  very  much  for  the  GCN.  I 
wish  I  could  get  it  every  week  as  I  used 
to  when  I  was  free.  I’ll  be  released  from 
jail  in  a  couple  of  months  and  seek  new 
friends  from  all  over  as  part  of  my  new 
start.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Richard 
BRANFORD,  c/o  V.B.C.C.,  Box  6098, 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  23456 _ 

Thank  you  GCN  for  all  your  help.  Two 
lonely  inmates  are  looking  for  anyone 
to  correspond  with.  Will  answer  all  let¬ 
ters.  Feel  free  to  write  what  you  want. 
Raymond  Wesley  LEEDS  #16248-Unit  2 
and  Billy  DOBSON  #16490,  Box  14, 
Boise,  Idaho  83707 


I  should  be  out  on  the  street  in  2-3  years! 
and  would  like  to  hear  from  young  man! 
fresh  into  gay  scene.  Prefer  Boston! 
area;  send  photo;  write  only  if  sincere/ 
•Richard  L.  JENDRIAN,  P.M.B.  #85561, | 
Camp  C  Bear  3,  Angola,  LA  70712 

We  both  enjoy  sports,  music,  and  writ-1 
ing.  We  haven't  any  family  and  would! 
enjoy  writing  to  someone  as  it  gets  very! 
lonely  in  this  prison.  Jimmy  CARTER,! 
P.M.B.  62020,  Falcon  1  Camp  D;  andl 
Ronnie  FITCH,  P.M.B.  74030,  Camp  d| 
Eagle  2,  Angola.  LA  70712 _ 

I’m  hoping  to  reach  out  to  society  andl 
somehow  touch  a  friend;  someone! 
that's  honest  enough  to  share  a  few! 
moments  of  understanding.  I  need  des-l 
perately  to  talk  with  someone.  I  have  al 
positive  mental  attitude  about  myselfl 
and  like  dancing,  letter  writing,  swim/ 
ming,  sports  and  traveling.  Will  answer! 
all  letters  promptly.  Douglas  W.  BELL| 
#155-806,  Box  69,  London,  Ohio  43140 


Jack  Kunsman  is  a  jallhouse  lawyer  and 
would  like  to  help  other  gay  and  lesbian 
prisoners  with  their  legal  problems 
when  he’s  able.  If  you  are  interested,  or 
If  you  are  In  a  position  to  help  yourself, 
write  to  Mike  Riegle,  do  GCN  (since 
prisoners  can’t  generally  correspond 
with  other  prisoners)  and  we’ll  see  what 
kind  of  network  can  be  set  up.  BE  PA¬ 
TIENT!  Don’t  expect  “miracles”  (like 
quick  responses  or  money,  for 
example).  This  Is  a  beginning. 


I  have  no  family  whatsoever  and  have  11 
months  to  do  before  release.  Interests 
include  reading,  music,  sports,  and 
cooking.  I’m  honest  and  sincere,  and 
would  like  to  establish  a  relationship 
with  same.  I  will  answer  all  letters.  Felix 
J.  BRETZ,  P.M.B.  #86997,  Magnolia  3, 
Angola,  LA  70712 

I  heard  about  your  paper  from  a  friend 
and  would  appreciate  a  penpal  ad.  I  am 
a  lonely  inmate  from  Florida  and  am  in 
need  of  friends  and  correspondence. 
Will  write  on  a  regular  basis  and  be  very 
sincere.  Please  write  soon;  my  heartfelt 
wish  is  to  hear  from  you.  Ricky  WASH¬ 
INGTON  #073206,  Box  747,  Starke,  Flo- 
rida  32091 
Lonely  convict  in  need  of  a  good  friend 
and  a  relationship.  I'm  26  and  prefer 
older,  sensible  people.  I  really  dig  the 
gay  scene  and  would  enjoy  perhaps  a 
visit.  Eddie  BIRCH  #068486,  Box  747, 
L-3-N-6,  Starke,  Florida  32091 


I  would  like  to  correspond  with  femin-l 
ine  gays.  If  possible  send  photo— nol 
nudes.  Rich  ADKISSON  #C73235,  Box| 

87,  Menard,  Illinois  62259  _ 

Seeking  correspondence  from  gay  men! 
regardless  of  nationality  or  political^ 
background.  What's  important  is  where 
the  head  is  at.  I  need  a  friend  for  mental, I 
physical,  and  spiritual  growth.  Interests! 
include  writing,  philosophy,  nature,  andl 
people.  Mark  A.  GAUSE,  P.O.  Box  69,1 
London  Correctional  Institution,  Lon/ 
don,  Ohio  43140 _ 

I  would  appreciate  a  copy  of  your  paper.  I 
Would  like  to  write  to  any  gay  male. I 
Karyl  L.  SWARTZ  #365331,  P.O.  Box| 
520,  Walla  Walla,  Washington  99362 

I  noticed  your  paper  in  the  Prisoner’s! 
Union  Newspaper.  Young  gay  black | 
male  would  like  to  write  to  anyone,  any¬ 
where,  that  would  have  understanding! 
toward  things  of  this  nature,  as  well  as  I 
showing  feelings  toward  one,  as  al 
friend.  No  games,  life  is  too  short.  [ 
James  AUBREY,  C-26756  Rm  2120,  P.O.  I 
Box  A,  San  Luis  Obispo,  California! 

93409 _ _ _ 

Death  row  inmate  looking  for  gay  peo-| 
pie  to  help  with  time  and  injustice. ' 
Michael  CANNADY  S-1N-3  #073607, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  Florida  32091 


Calendar 


weekly  events 

*********  ** 

Boston,  MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club, 
scheduled  sports  events  (with  Info 
ball  266-2147;  running  825-0181; 

227-5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336; 

236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and 
running.  Info:  327-2620., 


*  4  4 

Regularly 
#s):  volley- 
swimming 
899-7630; 
basketball 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West" 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 


Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 

Hartford,  C T  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and, 
,Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam- . 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


monday 


Wednesday 


Sunday 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8 
$2. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Boston's  Other  Voice,” 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the' 
gay  community.  News,  Interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  Informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 


Bosto  n,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women’s 
progr.ammlng.  Music,  ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com-" 
mentii.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
Instruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  *2.  All 
are  welcome. 

Orleans,  MA  — ^Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group," 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 


Boston, MA  —  Woman  energy  Is  needed  to 
help  prepare  this  year's  TAKE  BACK  THE 
NIGHT  march:  to  bring  public  attention  to  the 
violence  directed  against  all  women  regard¬ 
less  of  sexual  preference,  age,  race,  econo¬ 
mic  class  or  able-bodledness,  at  all  times  but 
especially  at  night.  General  meetings  every 
Monday  evening  at  the  Harriet  Tubman 
House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  (near  Mass.  Ave.; 
Northampton  T  stop).  7pm.  Come  work  with 
us  on  media  stuff,  posters,  flyers,  outreach, 
public  relations,  and  the  rally.  Info:  Rle  at  (617) 
277-7145  (leave  message  If  answering 
machine  answers). 

Watertown, MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp.  During  July  and  August 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  825-0181. 

i  *  > 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 

,  Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


tuesday 


Boston, MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  is  having  a  new  per¬ 
son’s  orientation  meeting  every  week.  This  is 
a  chance  for  newcomers  to  meet  and  talk  in  a 
small  group.  7pm.  128A  Tremont  St.  4th  floor 
(across  from  Park  St.  T  stop).  lnfo:338-9472 


Brattleboro, VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Billtis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  AI-’ 
llance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22.  7-9pm.  128A 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info:, . 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

-  ‘  < 
Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium -stop).  267-7573. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Cambridge  Women's  Cen¬ 
ter  invites  all  women  to  INTRODUCTORY,  an 
informal  discussion  group  concerning  our 
common  experiences  as  women,  which  meets 
every  Wednesday  evening  at  46  Pleasant  St.  at 
8pm.  JulylAugust  topics  include:  Love,  lust, 
and  like;  Celibacy,  Bisexuality,  Foremothers 
and  Ageism.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media: 

.  more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679^ 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Billtis.  35+  ’ 
women's  discussion  and  social  group  Old  ■ 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Frl.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weeklyl 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86| 

; Lafayette  Park.  7om.  Info:  599-5928 
Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Boston, MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern’s 
social/sport  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  their  friends,  meets  every  Wednesday  at 
266  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs¬ 
day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Villagej  in  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over  S3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 

Boston, MA  —  North  American  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  will  meet  every  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month  at  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  T  stop) 
8pm.  (Except  during  July  and  August.  Next 
meeting  Sept.  9).  Info:542-0144. 

Boston,  MA  -  Boston  Area  kf  sbian  and  Gay 
History  Prolect.  7:30pm.  Infdr426-7351. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Brockton, MA  —  Brockton  Area  Gays  meet  on 
the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  the  month. 
7pm.  Info:  Phil  583-8447. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People’s  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
bn  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 

Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
.leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


friday 


BOSTON,  MA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  GOME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!!!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 

Hartford, CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-ln 
center  for  gay  and  lesbian  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center  (upstairs),  350  Farmington  Ave. 
Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sexual 
Minorities. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


thursday 


Saturday 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-ln  center  and 
occasional  trlpsJactlvitles  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
426-9371  (eves). 


Concord,  NH  —  Central  NH  Men's  Support 
Group.  Meets  every  Friday  eve  at  67  Thorndike 
St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


coming  events 


july 

Cambrldi 


26  sun 


30  thurs 


Cambridge,  MA  —  A  potluck  picnic  for  wom¬ 
en  piannTng  to  take  the  Boston  Women’s  Mu¬ 
sic  Express  bus  to  the  Michigan  festival  will 
be  held  at  Magazine  Beach  (at  Mag.  St.  and 
Memorial  Drive).  1-6pm.  Tickets  available  at 
the  picnic.  Bring  food  and  utensils.  Rain  loca¬ 
tion:  Oasis  at  the  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston  St. 


28  tues 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2 Vi.  Meeting 
at  38  Dartmouth  St.  7pm.  To  organize  the  re¬ 
sponse  of  the  community  to  the  loss  of  our 
liaison  to  the  mayor’s  office.  All  interested 
people  welcome. 

29  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  poets  Kathy  and  David 
Eberly  will  give  a  poetry  reading  at  the  Mills 
Gallery.  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  549  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  (near  Berkeley).  FREE!  8pm. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Cambridge  Women's  Cen¬ 
ter  Introductory  discussion  series.  Tonight: 
celibacy.  8pm.  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 
Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  The  $10  Movie  Company 
presents  original  films.  Wed.  eve  is  women 
only.  355  Boylston  St.  Doors  open  at  7:30pm. 
No  one  admitted  after  8.  $3. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  HELP  LAYING 
OUT  AND  PROOFREADING  THE  PAPER.  SEE 
THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Betsy  Rose,  the  very  fin¬ 
est  In  women's  music.  355  Boylston  St.  (chap¬ 
el  entrance).  Everybody  welcome.  Doors  open 
at  7:30pm.  No  one  admitted  after  8.  $3. 
Boston,  MA  —  OVERTURN  THE  REAGUN 
PROGRAM  OF  SEXISM,  RACISM,  AND  ANTI¬ 
LESBIAN  BIGOTRY.  WOMEN  TAKE  THE  OF¬ 
FENSIVE!  An  All-People’s  Congress  will  take 
place  In  Detroit  Oct.  16-18.  Women  have  an 
important  stake  in  banding  together  to  plan 
our  offensive  against  the  Raygun  program. 
Join  the  Women’s  Focus  of  the  People's  Anti¬ 
war  Mobilization  (PAM)  and  participate.  Come 
to  the  Community  Church  of  Boston,  565 
Boylston  St.  at  7:30pm.  Info:  PAM,  355  Boyl¬ 
ston  St.  424-1176. 

Boston,  MA  —  Am  Tikva  Classical  concert 
cruise.  Leaves  Long  Wharf  at  8pm.  $4.75  per 
person.  Pay  on  board  or  call  876-8742.  Info: 
254-0907 


31  fri 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  THE  PAPER  (AS  YOU  KNOW!)  COME 
THIS  WEEK!  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DE¬ 
TAILS. 


Boston,  MA  —  Cauldron  Experimental  Thea¬ 
ter.  New  Moon  in  Leo  open  lesbian  readings: 
poetry  on  Friday  eve  and  fiction  on  Sat.  eve. 
Come  to  listen  or  read.  Tantylizing.  Delightful. 
Sad.  Loving.  And  gay.  Doors  open  at  8pm.  22 
Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  T  stop,  off  Harrison). 
$1-3  sliding. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Linda  Powell,  original 
and  powerful  music.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel 
entrance).  Everybody  welcome.  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm.  No  one  admitted  after  8.  $3.  (OASIS 
WILL  BE  CLOSED  IN  AUGUST  EXCEPT  FOR 
TWO  CONCERTS.  TOM  WILSON  AUG.  5  AND 
SUSAN  ABOD  AUG.  22.) 

Boston,  MA  —  Saturn  Cycle,  |azz  by  women  at 
Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St.  (near  Aquarium  T 
stop,  off  Batterymarch).  8:30-12:30.  $1. 
Boston,  MA  —  Benefit  party  (food,  dancing, 
beer  and  wine)  for  court  costs  of  women  suing 
UMass  for  sexual  harassment.  Sponsored  by 
Jamaica  Plain  Clamshell.  64  South  St.  (JP) 
9pm.  $2  donation.  Info:  522-4155  or  522-8150. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing  presents  an  English  Country  Night 
with  LIVE  music!  All  dances  taught.  Begin¬ 
ners  welcome.  7pm.  Phillips  Brooks  House, 
.Harvard  Yard.  Into:  Michael  492-1339  or  Dee 
661-7223. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltem  Mt.  Club.  NYC  Wet¬ 
lands  and  Fire  Island.  Info:  Eugene  (212) 
858-5792  or  (207)  646-3534  (weekends). 


aug  1  sat 


Boston,  MA  —  "Something  about  the  wom¬ 
en":  Women's  music  from  10am-2pm,  and  talk 
from  1'1-1 1:30am.  WMFO  91.5FM. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltem  Mt.  Club.  Whitewater 
rafting  in  Maine.  Info:  Roy  (617)  263-9820  (h)  or 
851-5017  x2496  (w). 

2  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Community  Center  planning 
meeting  at  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth)  office,  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  T  stop;  4th  floor). 
7:30pm  Open  to  all.  Info:  482-4978. 

Boston,  MA  —  Suzanne  Jessie  Pearl  and  Hil¬ 
lary  Kay  at  Studio  Red  Top,  367  Boylston  St. 
Original  acoustic  music.  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm.  $4 

Somerville,  MA  —  All  Somerville  women  and 
girls  who  are  concerned  about  rape  and  vio¬ 
lence  are  invited  to  attend  a  free  SAFEHOUSE 
training  session  at  the  Somerville  Women's 
Center,  38  Union  Square.  2pm.  Info:  623-9340. 


3  mon 


Newton,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays 
meeting.  249  Watertown  St.  (Rt.  16,  near  Wat¬ 
ertown  _llne)^715  pm.  info:  Lesley  782-5436 


